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WE'VE BEEN SURE FOR YEARS... 90 of them, in fact, that the homely old 
virtues of integrity and craftsmanship always pay off. Today we're | 
even surer that this high tradition is well expressed in our famous 
motto “make finer whiskies... make them taste better.” 

For more people than ever before in our history are enjoying high- 
balls and cocktails made of Seagram’s 7 Crown. 


Yes, now we're sure that you're sure. 


ay Seagaw's and be Swe... of Pree Qual — 


SEAGRAM’S 7 CROWN BLENDED WHISKEY. 65% Grain Neutral Spirits. 86.8 Proof. Seagram-Distillers Corp., Chrysler Bldg., N.Y. 
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HAPPY 
NEW YEAR 


Our very sincere wishes 
that the New Year may 
bring the fullest measure 
of peace and true brother- 
hood among all men of 


all nations. 


FORD MOTOR COMPANY yg 
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Tue year just ending has 
filled the Jewish cup of sadness 
to overflowing. The great Ex- 
odus of the remnants of Euro- 
pean Jewry has been delayed 
by the cruelest means of op- 
pression known to modern man. 
The conscience of the world— 
hopefully expressed by the 
United Nations — has_ been 
bludgeoned into insensitivity by 
those powers whom we had 
every right to expect to be the 
champions of freedom and jus- 
tice. 


During the tragic days of 
5707, the Jewish people drew 
strength from the Yishuv—the 
disciplined, creative pioneers 
led by the Histadrut. The base 
of our national home was en- 
larged by new settlements in the 
Negev, by new enterprise on 
land and sea, by new fields of 
physical and spiritual endeavor. 
The 175,000 members of the 
Histadrut, in their magnificent 
struggle, have enjoyed the sup- 
port of hundred of thousands 
of American Jews of all classes 
and viewpoints. As we enter the 
new year — 5708 — we extend 
heartiest thanks to our co-work- 
ers who help the Histadrut 
build the cooperative Jewish 
commonwealth on foundations 
of liberty and equality, on the 
basis of free Jewish immigra- 
tion and responsible self-de- 
fense. 


With renewed vigor and de- 
votion, let us carry on the his- 
toric task of rebuilding Eretz 
Israel and redeeming the rem- 
nants of our people. 


BASH AD TIws 


National Committee 
for Labor Palestine 


JosEPH SCHLOSSBERG, 
National Chairman 


Isaac HAMLIN, 
National Secretary 
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The U N Special Committee Report 


URING THE PALESTINE DEBATE of the 

UN General Assembly’s special session, the 
USS. delegation said that the problem was so difficult 
that it was essential to seck a solution for it which 
would, above all else, be acceptable to world opinion 
generally. The implication was that probably any 
solution would have to be imposed by an administer- 
ing authority, and for an imposed solution, the moral 
backing of world-wide public opinion and the uncon- 
strained agreement of a qualified United Nations ma- 
jority were prerequisite. It was to be inferred, also, 
that the curious American policy of suspended activity, 
beginning with the UN special session, was intended 
to permit such a solution to emerge, uninfluenced by 
America, from the committee of neutrals, so that if 
America later found it posible to support that solu- 
tion, its own moral position would be strengthened. 

We now have in the majority proposals of the UN 
special committee a solution which commands the 
support of an impressive portion of world public 
opinion. It is generally in accord with the policy the 
United States followed on Palestine and the Jewish 
problem since the war. Accordingly, there is now no 
reason for uncertainty as to whether the United 
States government will back the partition scheme 
in the United Nations General Assembly and (if it 
is approved by the necessary two-thirds majority 
there) in subsequent stages of its implementation. 
Moreover, a clear, affirmative statement by the United 
States is one of the major factors which might make 
possible the international approval and the carrying 
out of this project, and thus realize what the American 
UN delegation described as possibly our last chance 
for a relatively peaceful solution in Palestine. 

We write these lines in the hope that by the time 
they reach the reader such an American policy state- 
ment will already have been made. With the General 
Assembly scheduled to open on September 16th, it 
is certainly the eleventh hour. 


THE report itself is, of course, a compromise and as 
such contains many anomalies. Perhaps the most 
curious item is the brief sentence reading, “it should 
be accepted as incontrovertible that any solution for 
Palestine cannot be considered as a solution of the 
Jewish problem in general.” Immediately preceding 
this purportedly “incontrovertible” statement is 
another statement directly controverting it: for it is 
reported that two votes were cast against the propo- 
sition. But the blatant contradiction is of little conse- 
quence, Even though three members of the committee 
refused to subscribe to the broad principle that no 
Palestine solution could conceivably “solve” the 
“Jewish problem in general,” they agreed that no 


- 


solution for Palestine could gain the support of a 
large majority of the committee (or of the UN Gen- 
eral Assembly) except a compromise which might 
restrict Palestine’s long-run capacity to solve the 
“Jewish problem in general.” 

Just what the committee meant by the “Jewish 
problem in general” is not easy to define on the basis 
of the first summary statement. It is obvious, at any 
rate, that the committee felt that it had something to 
do with the urgent need of “distressed Jews” to emi- 
grate from Europe: for there is a unanimous recom- 
mendation that “the General Assembly should 
undertake immediately the initiation and execution 
of an international arrangement whereby the prob- 
lem of the distressed European Jews, of whom ap- 
proximately 250,000 are in assembly centers, will 
be dealt with as a matter of extreme urgency for the 
alleviation of their plight and of the Palestine prob- 
lem.” The committee knew very well that even if the 
“Jewish problem in general” were to be defined as 
simply one of “distressed Jews,” it comprises today 
more than the 250,000 in the camps and centers, and 
more than the Jews of Europe. They had before them 
reports on the distressed Jews of Moslem countries, 
and they saw the arrival of Haganah boats with im- 
migrants from North Africa. 

If they had wanted-to recommend the solution of 
the whole contemporary problem of “distressed 
Jews” under international auspices in Palestine, they 
would have had to propose the continuation for five 
to ten years of something like the Mandate in its 
Original sense, as conceived by Lord Balfour and in- 
terpreted by the Permanent Mandates Commission, 
with broad powers for the Jewish Agency in the 
fields of immigration and colonization. But the com- 
mittee could see no country willing to assume such a 
responsibility; nor could it conceive of any such 
relatively long-term provisional regime’s being ap- 
proved by UN in the present state of international 
relations. Hence, the committee unanimously voted 
that 

“The mandate for Palestine shall be 
terminated: at the earliest practicable date. 
“Independence shall be granted at the 
earliest practicable date.” 


The members of the committee all agreed in re- 
garding two to three years as the limit of a desirable 
transition period under full international administra- 
tion. Consequently, no member of the committee 
could recommend the kind of status which would 
make possible the full solution under international 
auspices in Palestine of the contemporary problem 
of “distressed Jews.” Each had to think of a compro- 
mise which would make the UN specifically respon- 
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sible for solving only part of the problem of 
“distressed Jews” (the 250,000 in assembly centers), 
and only part of that number in Palestine. 

The majority and minority reports differ essentially 
in this respect: the minority report leaves indefinite 
the number of “distressed Jews” to be resettled in 
Palestine under UN authority in the transition period, 
and deprives the Jews of the right of admitting fur- 
ther immigrants at their own discretion into the 
Jewish part of Palestine after independence; the 
majority report proposes that 150,000 “distressed 
Jews” be admitted into the Jewish part of Palestine 
under UN authority in the transition period, and 
enables the Jewish State to continue to admit im- 
migrants at its own discretion after independence.* 
The difference is between a policy (supported by 
India, Iran, and Yugoslavia) which would make 
the transition period one in which the connection 
between Palestine and the “Jewish problem in 
general” would be definitively liquidated, and a 
policy (supported by seven members) which im- 
poses no such arbitrary limits upon the unfolding of 
a historic, organic process. 


THE difference between the minority and majority 
reports is, accordingly, one between arbitrariness 
and realism—and we may assume that it is this 
fact, quite as much as their understanding of the 
Jewish problem, which induced the majority to en- 
dorse the partition of Palestine. If international 
authority is to be withdrawn from Palestine in the 
near future, peace can only be assured by such a 
compromise as would be accepted by the most 
authoritative local bodies. 

The minority project has already been flatly re- 
jected by both Jews and the Arab spokesmen: by 
the Jews because it gives them nothing they want, 
neither substantial immigration nor independence, 
not even the bi-nationalist parity some Jews advocate; 
by the Arab spokesmen, mainly because it admits 
some connection between Palestine and the Jewish 
problem, if only in the form of an indefinite ter- 
minal number of Jewish immigrants in the three 
year transitional period under UN auspices. 

The majority report was so drawn as to bid for 
the support of authorized Jewish representatives. The 
principle of the partition of Palestine had already 
been approved generally by the President of the 
United States and by Andrei Gromyko (as a second 
choice after bi-national parity in a single state) for 
the U.S.S.R. British critics of the current Palestine 
policy advocated it. Jewish approval could probably 
be obtained if a partition plan were devised which 
would give them the territory and the freedom 
needed for further expansion. What attitude Arabs 





* The figure 150,000 is a compromise between the Anglo-Amer- 
ican Committee’s 100,000 to be admitted as speedily as possible 
within one year and Bevin’s 96,000 over two years.. We hope at 
least the incomprehensible proposal of a slow monthly trickle will 
be dropped on humanitarian grounds in favor of a speedy transfer. 
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might ultimately take to a firmly approved partition 
compromise was unpredictable, because under the 
Arab terrorism of today only opponents of any “com- 
promise” can be heard. The UN committee majority, 
therefore, ran the calculated risk of opposition on 
the part of Jewish extremists and the self-appointed 
Arab spokesmen. It bid for the support of the Jewish 
representative bodies by trying to meet what it judged 
to be their minimum territorial needs (not demands) 
for economic development; and it appealed to the in- 
telligent self-interest of submerged Arab public 
opinion by offering the Arabs continuation of the 
benefits they enjoy as a result of Jewish activity, 
through an enforced economic union between the 
Jewish and Arab states. 


IT is too early to criticize in detail the particular map 
drawn up by the committee. The lines along which 
such criticism might be made have already appeared 
in early general comment: Why, for instance, was 
Jaffa included in the Jewish rather than the Arab 
state, while a similar number of Arabs in Western 
Galilee led to the exclusion of that whole area from 
the Jewish state? Why was the new city of Jerusalem, 
the Zionist capital, with 100,000 of Palestine’s 
650,000 Jews, not united with the Jewish state? 


It is clear, however, that the lines were not cyni- 
cally drawn, as might have been the case, in such a 
way as simply to cripple Jewish economic develop- 
ment. They granted Jews, to be sure, only that part of 
Palestine where they are already a compact majority 
and which they reclaimed from sand dunes and 
swamps, together with the major underpopulated 
areas of Palestine—the great swamps and neglected 
hills of Eastern Galilee, and the arid stretches of 
Southern Palestine. But, at the same time, the boun- 
daries of the Jewish State include the sources of water 
in the north and the uncultivated soil of the south 
upon which all plans for agricultural development 
depend; and they include the great bulk of Palestine’s 
Jewish population, the local market upon which all 
plans for industrial development depend. 


Whether the scheme for an enforced economic 
union between the Jewish and Arab states allows the 
necessary freedom for economic development is 
another moot question. It must be stated that making 
the independence of either state depend upon signing 
such a treaty was not a happy thought of the com- 
mittee. If Arab cooperation is to be obtained in this 
whole project, it will come most promptly if it is 
clear that the decision on partition is final. By making 
independence conditional upon an economic treaty, 
the UN would raise some doubt on this point and 
encourage the present intransigeance of Arab leaders. 
The vague provision that “If only one state fulfills 
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these conditions (the declaration of civil and religious 
rights and the treaty of economic union), the Gen- 
eral Assembly (?) of the United Nations shall take 
such action as it may deem proper,” does not pre- 
clude this danger. It becomes even more acute when 
the suggestion is made in another part of the report 
that the transition period may last beyond two years 
(in which case an annual immigration rate of 60,000 
into the Jewish state is stipulated). The plan should 
certainly be revised to make the two year transition 
period definite, and not to set up the acceptance of 
a treaty of economic union, in the terms stipulated in 
the report, as a condition sime qua non of inde- 
pendence. If economic union is successfully ad- 
ministered in the two year transition period, there 
is every reason to expect that the two states will want 
to continue it on mutually agreeable terms in the 
subsequent period, with the assistance not only of 
UN personnel but of adequate international develop- 
ment loans. 


EVEN if the report is sound in its general conception, 
its political viability depends upon the attitude taken 
by the United States and the U.S.S.R. in coming 
months, and by Great Britain today and tomorrow, 


BASIC PRINCIPLES 
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as well as in the subsequent period of its continued 
administration. It would be a great victory for the 
United Nations and for pe cause of world peace, if 
in this question, at least, the opportunity which ap- 
parently exists for a common program of West and 
East should not be missed. If this great aim is to be 
achieved, Great Britain today can contribute enor- 
mously toward it by dropping at once the harsh and 
senseless policy of repression, of collective penalties, 
and of deportation, most brutally exemplified in the 
case of the Exodus refugees. 

And if Britain, or its present Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs, persists in its present incendiary policy and 
continues to precipate chaos on the eve of a decision 
and, one hopes, a solution, surely there is enough 
moral authority left in the international world to 
dissuade it from so perverse a course. 

On the the eve of the consideration of the epochal 
UN committee report, we present in this issue of the 
Jewish Frontier the thoughts on Palestine and the 
Jewish problem of a group of men and women of 
good will, Gentile and Jew alike. We and they look 
in this momentous hour to the seat of international 
conscience in Flushing Meadows and pray that its 
voice may be powerful as well as just. 


The Ethics of the Case 


by C. Venn Pilcher 


AM BECOMING more and more convinced that 
the reasons why all men of good will should sup- 
port the Zionist cause are great ethical reasons 
founded on a sense of what is right. The overwhelm- 
ing reasons for the support of Zionism are the follow- 
ing: 

(i) The unutterable need of the Jewish people, 
now in these last days brought to a pitch 
of intensity which has never been wit- 
nessed previously. It is impossible to see 
how any man with any remnants of hu- 
mane feeling in his heart can read the 
chapter in which Mr. Bartley C. Crum 
describes his visit to the Camps of the 
Displaced Persons in Germany and Aus- 
tria and read his stories of the sufferings 
of individuals, his account of the appalling 
pictures which he found it impossible to 
look at, without feeling that the recom- 
mendation of the Commission, that these 





C. VENN PILCHER is Bishop-Coadjutor of the 
Anglican Church in Sydney, Australia, 


people should be immediately released and 
sent to Palestine, is based on reasons that 
are completely irrefragable. 

The coming of the Jews to Palestine with 
their outstanding achievements in the 
agricultural and industrial development 
of the land, has immensely benefited the 
ordinary Arab. The Arab population has 
doubled, while co-operation between Jew 
and Arab would be a well established fact, 
were it not for continual agitation and 
propaganda from above. To cut off from 
the Nearer East this life-giving stream 
would be a crime against humanity. 

The ethical standards of the Jewish Peo- 
ple—excluding of course those of the 
terrorists, who are opposed by the masses 
of the Hebrew immigrants—is higher 
than that of the Arab leaders. While the 
Grand Mufti arranged for the mass mur- 
der of the Jews of Europe in collaboration 
with Hitler, the Jewish immigrants of Pal- 
estine have always desired co-operation 
with the Arab people. When the choice 


(it) 


(iii) 





lies between a policy of murder on the 
one hand, and of fruitful co-operation on 
the other, men of goodwill will under- 
stand which choke to make. 

May I finally remind my fellow Christians of a 
fact which ought to awake a co-operative interest in 
all Christian hearts? The Christian Church owes all 
that it has to the people of Israel. 


Palestine and 
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It was through a Jew (according to the flesh) 
that, in the belief of the Christian Church, the su- 
preme manifestation of God was made to mankind. 
Is it too much to hope that the Christian Church will 
yet be roused from her strange apathy, until she 
raises her voice in no half-hearted manner, pleading 
that justice be done to the age-long hopes of the 
Jewish people? 


Human Unity 


by George N. Shuster 


. QUESTION I propose to discuss here, far too 
cursorily and laconically, is a very difficult one: 
How can the legitimate quest of the Jewish people for 
a homeland be fulfilled, without ceasing to place all 
possible stress on the central problem of eliminating 
friction between Jew and non-Jew throughout human 
society as a whole? Stated somewhat differently, the 
query is whether creating a “nation” does not in some 
manner conflict with building a world order. One 
must, however, take care not to define the issue as in 
the first or sole instance political, for it is religious, 
social, and cultural as well. 

To me the Zionist cause seems a good cause. But 
because I am a Christian the “goodness” is inevitably 
different from what it would be were I a Jew. The 
burden I bear is not one of suffering through aware- 
ness of the fact that generations of effort to foster 
assimilation inside the framework of European cul- 
ture should have led so stupidly and crassly to the 
horrors of these last years. It is rather the weight of 
sharing the responsibility for everything that anti- 
Semitism implies. One can with difficulty convey an 
impression of how heavy this weight is, because there 
is no way in which one can carry on a conversation 
about the matter without risking what on the one 
hand comes close to being some kind of condescension 
and on the other hand may seem a vain display of 
virtue. You will therefore have to take my word that 
it is so, and admittedly this is not easy. 

Accordingly I do not want Zion because Jews must 
be shipped out of Europe. Of course some of them 
must emigrate now, in view of the fearful upheaval. 
But in the long run failure to find a free and decorous 
life for the Jewish people everywhere in the world 
would mean the failure of Christian civilization. 
Nothing else could so clearly indicate the ultimate 
triumph of the spirit of Nazism, which, let us always 
remember, was created in order to substitute for 
Judaeo-Christian culture an amalgam of bad Nietz- 
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GeEORGE N. SHUSTER és the President of Hunter 
College and former editor of the Catholi® weekly, 
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sche and still worse anthropology. The struggle 
against anti-Semitism in their society is therefore the 
crucial struggle of Christians. Of course, they cannot 
carry it on without the cooperation of Jews, but the 
initiative must lie with them. 


How, then, does Palestine, viewed as a polity, con- 
sort with this initiative? I think there are three an- 
swers. First, the concept of the “homeland” is based 
on the fact that the Jews are a folk of the Eastern 
Mediterranean area. That seems a wholly satisfying 
definition, which dispels a hundred fogs. Greeks, 
Macedonians, Syrians, Turks, Arabs, Persians—these 
are old, proud peoples among whom the Jews are one. 
To say this is to get rid of nonsense about “race” and 
also to correct a too exclusive emphasis on religion. 
The Syrians are a Christian folk, but a man is still 
descended from Syrian stock even though he no 
longer goes to church. If a Jewish convert to the 
Catholic Church became Pope, he would nevertheless 
remain an heir to his Jewish ancestry. 


This salutary and potentially healing clarification 
is, however, offset by the fact that if the Jew is to re- 
assert his actual identification with the Eastern Med- 
iterranean, he must be prepared to deal with the cul- 
tural and political rivalries which flourish there. These 
rivalries are as old as history, but they have taken on 
new forms in our time. The Middle East is emerging 
from a long sleep, and has taken on literally enor- 
mous strategic and economic significance. On the 
one hand, the Dardanelles form the gateway to Dakar, 
now the key to the American system of military de- 
fense. Middle Eastern oil and potassium are pillars 
on which Britain rests. It is, therefore, obvious that if 
a Jewish “state” (it is not for me to decide what the 
form of that “state” should desirably be) can help 
to bring about a stabilization of forces in the Middle . 
East, it would be a great historic destiny. 


Such a state must obviously demonstrate that it 
possesses economic and social strength. Therefore, 


the clear proof of Jewish ability to add notably to the 


general prosperity is valuable, even if much current 
talk about the matter is far less effective as propa- 
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ganda than is often assumed. After all, what has hap- 
pened resembles the story of the North Dakota of 
yesterday or of the Sao Paolo of today. That the 
Palestine “colony” blossoms like the green bay tree 
does not explain why those who founded it chose the 
risky environment of the Jordan. But if it can be 
shown that a Jewish state could contribute immensely 
to the well-being of the region as a whole, the im- 
pression made on the entire non-Jewish community 
would be entirely and impressively different. 

I should like therefore, if I may, to urge Jewish 
statesmen to enlarge their vision and to dream of a 
reconstituted and socially progressive Middle East. 
What can be done to assist the whole area to take ad- 
vantage of the opportunities which have so suddenly 
been presented, without undermining the cultural 
traditions of which peoples resident there are so deeply 
fond? Arab fidelity to spiritual insights evokes the 
sympathy, for example, of those Anglo-Saxons who 
no longer cling to such insights of their own. There- 
fore, any dream of a new Middle East must be based 
in part upon something like a miniature UNESCO; 
and of course in that pattern of cooperation the space 
allotted to Christian shrines and communities in Pal- 
estine itself will be carefully mapped out. If Jewish 
thinkers of great mould and stature can bring to the 
world noble and fructifying ideas, they will be listened 
to. In short, the time calls for Isaiah rather than for 
the Maccabees. 

That is why, from a Christian point of view, the 
terrorists are so mistaken. Their argument seems to 
be that the Jew has suffered so terribly that he needs 
something to “make him feel good.” Their actions 
seem like the frenzied conduct of men trying to get 
out of jail, rather than like the deportment of men 
desiring to build. But Zionism is not a formula for 
escaping from somewhere. It is a decision to go some- 
where. It is the result of a stirring resolution, and not 
of a defeat. 


WHICH brings me to my second point. If the Jewish 
people needs to enlarge and expand its vision, the 
Christian community, too, requires a new conception 
of its own role in the realization of Zion. Let us then 
say that Palestine is an opportunity to cooperate in 
giving back to the great Jewish people its freedom 
and its dignity; to banish the specter of anti-Semitism 
with an action which is frankly pro-Semitic; and to 
take the initiative in still another promising effort 
to build the peace. 

This may sound like pious palaver, but I think it 
is the actual and difficult core of the matter. The su- 
preme psychological difficulty faced by Zionism is 
that the effort to realize it must be carried on in a time 
of widespread secularization. Large numbers of rea- 
sonably well-educated people no longer have a clear 
idea of the astounding revolution effected by Moses 
in the history of mankind—a revolution brought 
about by teaching men, against the grain of their 
baser impulses, that their happiness could result only 
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from dedication to Righteousness, because that Right- 
eousness is the only soil in which the spirit of man 
can grow. Daniel is, unfortunately, for millions of our 
contemporaries just a hero in a story about a fiery 
furnace or a lion’s den, if he is anything at all; and 
Job is a queer unhappy chap who hadn’t the right 
sort of friends. And since this ignorance is a fact, the 
fundamental reasons why there should be a Palestine 
at all are obscured from view. 

I know that some see the matter differently, and lay 
great store on Christian opposition based on considera- 
tions as diverse as the shortness of feminine skirts 
worn in Jewish settlements and the speculations of 
Adventist groups. There are also ill-tempered Chris- 
tians for whom the “homeland” is only a new kind 
of ghetto to which they would gladly banish all Jews. 
But despite all these and many similar things, I am 
sure that the overwhelming majority of thoughtful 
modern Christians cling to quite a different view. 
Themselves immersed in a secularist environment, 
they would rejoice if there could be established in 
Palestine an institutional life which expressed the an- 
cient faith of Israel. On the moot question of the 
conversion of the Jewish people to Christianity, they 
would say that assuredly there could be little likeli- 
hood of such a conversion until the Jewish community 
had been enabled to live for a long while in friendship 
with Christian communities; and that therefore the 
act of creating Palestine would be, from the human 
point of view, the greatest contribution one could 
make even to the eventual spread of Christianity it- 
self. That was certainly the opinion of Pius XI. 

If a large and influential group of Christians can be 
persuaded that their attitude toward Zion should be 
for ethical reasons a cooperative one, and if a cor- 
responding group of Jews accepts the proferred hand 
in cordial good faith, a great step forward will have 
been taken. For then homage will be paid to those 
high altars of the human soul which Israel ascended 
alone in the days of emergent civilization, and which 
today only they and Christians know. Otherwise the 
only recognizable mood will be that of a quite naked 
nationalism, and this will not suffice. To carry on once 
again in all its freedom and glory the spiritual 
life of Israel would be to duplicate, in a measure at 
least, the magnificent achievement of old. But merely 
to establish a mation would be to do what has been 
perhaps the most typical of the deeds of modern 
history. 


THEREWITH I come to my third reason why Zionism 
should be supported. In its discussion of social justice, 
the Christian conscience, whether Catholic or Protes- 
tant, has arrived slowly but with remarkable clarity 
at two conclusions which may, I think, be considered 
both modern (in the sense that they are pertinent to 
situations created by a technological economy) and 
dynamic. The first conclusion is that although prop- 
erty may desirably be privately owned, so as to insure 
the greatest possible amount of family independence, 
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it is nevertheless subject to the needs of the largest 
social groups, and is therefore circumscribed by such 
“use” as society as a whole may legitimately be called 
upon to make of it. The second conclusion is that the 
industries and other economic activities of men are 
not separable from the functions these-men perform 
as human beings—that, for example, a vintner is 
a person who lives a certain way and not merely an 
individual who produces a certain thing—and that 
accordingly men are happiest when their economic 
needs can be satisfied within the general framework 
of the group to which they happen to belong. On the 
one hand, this doctrine is close to what was originally 
in the minds of the Soviets, while on the other hand 
it mirrors feelings which may at the outset have 
motivated Fascists. Yet nothing could be farther from 
Sovietism or Fascism than is this Christian teaching. 

Now it seems to me that what has been achieved in 
Palestine in terms of social forms and economic 
groupments has a very remarkable kinship with what 
the Christian teachers are trying to achieve. It is 
true that a Catholic “rural life” community will differ 
in a number of respects from a similar community in 
Palestine. But the similarities are far more impres- 
sive; and I for one cannot read the story of what 
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Jewish labor has been able to achieve in the “home- 
land” without a sense of profound and enriching 
pleasure in what has been reported. It seems to me 
that freedom has been combined with interrelation- 
ship; that the sense of “belonging” has been cultivated 
together with the sense of obligation to oneself; and 
that above all social forms are emerging which may 
be suited to the land of all nations and peoples. One 
seems to see post-industrial workers who are rooted 
in the soil, who have reacquired an elemental dig- 
nity, and whose days are purposeful. 

Everyone knows how precarious such a social en- 
deavor must inevitably be. The world in which we 
live no longer offers any guarantees, even of survival. 
None of us is going for a moment to suppose that the 
Palestine “experiment” can be emancipated from the 
over-all ominousness of the time. Still I should 
imagine that if it, too, could be dedicated to the 
“world society ideal” which looms so large because 
in the shadow of peril all else seems so small, it 
could answer the question I raised at the beginning 
of these remarks, and indicate that far from being 
a call to flight it is a summons to what is best in our 
still surging civilization. 


The Social Creativity of Palestine 


by John Collier 


“The tumult of the times disconsolate 
To inarticulate murmurs dies away, 
W hile the eternal ages watch and wait.” 


WE NEED TO SEEK the historical view; not only 
between the surges of events, at the interludes 
when action can pause. Most, we need that view when 
the cross-currents of waves are wildest and most dis- 
maying. We need the historical view for the wisest, 
most complete action possible within the storm, and 
for the strength of soul to act and to endure. An 
historical view of the Palestinian endeavor may be 
useful now. 

The historical view never is only a view into the 
past. It is a view beyond our distorting, constricting 
moment into the powers and requirements of life 
which outlast; into the long flow of the past, into 
the long future. Measured by that long flow, our 
present may indeed appear as a “tumult of a time 
disconsolate.” Yet also, our present choice is “brief, 
and yet endless.” We seek the historical view in order 
to know the present. 
wn 
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The historical view finds this question (emergent 
for a hundred years and now become thunderous and 
imperious) hanging over our present world: Are we 
in this age going to win through to a social science 
and a social art great enough to cope with the world 
and master it? Fundamental to this question, not 
merely paralleling it, is that of the ideals and values 
which shall move through the social science and art. 
Are we going to achieve the adequate social science 
and art, with its inward spirit of profound value and 
ideal, in the one manner which can be decisive: 
through moving it into social achievement, day by 
day, increment by increment, as we go forward? 


Upon the answer, all other answers of our time 
depend: answers to the recalcitrant, crowding ques- 
tions: population pressure, resources wastage, group 
and mass irrationalities, atom energy use, world war, 
world order, and all. 


Palestine, in the historical view, holds perhaps its 
deepest meaning through its relation to this master 
question of our age: Shall mankind win to a social 
science and a social art great enough to cope with 
the world and master it? Toward creating, not merely 
discovering, the answer to this question, Palestine is 
one of the main trial grounds or laboratories wherein 
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a segment of the human race travails, with utmost 
intellectual and spiritual purpose, in behalf of the 
whole human race. 


HERE are some of the elements which in their fusion 
make of Palestine one of the bridgeheads to our 
possible farther shore. 

First. A very ancient hope, loyalty, idea, and ideal 
have moved toward Palestine from many lands, and 
now move within its strivings, at its center. In the 
beginning is not the deed, though even Goethe said 
so. In the beginning is the will and the purpose: they 
make the significant events. Concerning this Judaic 
will, purpose, and ideal, so ancient and yet so pliant 
and adaptive, the lines of Swinburne concerning the 
Tree of Life are valid—lines well to recall in this 
time of panic haste and of the seeming defeat of all 
things that pass not away: 


“The storm winds of ages 
Blow through me and cease, 
The war wind that rages, 
The spring wind of peace, 
Ere the breath of them ruffle my tresses, ere one 
of my blossoms increase.” 


Second, This unitary idea, ideal, will, purpose of 
Judaism, now returned to create the homeland anew, 
is as far as possible from being only tribal, only 
ethnic-insular. It goes to Palestine with the accumu- 
lated experience of centuries of participation within 
nations, cultures, economic and industrial and politi- 
cal situations and organizations, well nigh as diverse 
as in our whole human world. It has increased, sophis- 
ticated, and illumined its own inspiration while (and 
by means of) accommodating to, and contributing 
to, and implementing itself with this diversity of 
human and social experience. And toward the end of 
the two thousand years—years not only of exile, but 
of entry into the many-mansioned home of the spirit 
—the purpose and idea have passed themselves, with 
no holding back, into universal sctence—the disci- 
plines of science and its vistas of human and cosmical 
potentiality. Palestine, thus, is ancient ethnic genius, 
and it also is the myriad yet unified universal, upon 
that shore facing the deeps of science which have no 
bound that we can yet guess. 

Third. This Palestinian enterprise, because of its 
situation as a political dependency under a mandatory 
power whose aims, in terms of Palestine, have 
nothing in common with Palestine’s controlling aims, 
has wrought itself out as an expression of voluntary 
social contract and not of the authoritarian state. This 
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circumstance has intense meaning. The world’s pos- 
sible future, and perhaps its only future holding hope 
of a social dynamic beyond political authoritarianism 
and equally beyond laissez-faire, has come into being 
in Palestine now. It has come into being and has 
proved to be almost fabulously creative of social 
energy, of human productiveness in its whole range. 
It has created variant social forms which realize the 
new, revolutionary comprehension of the physicists: 
not form, representing or canalizing spontaneity, but 
dynamic form, form which itself is creative process. 

Fourth, This achievement of the ancient-far-future 
world, Palestine, burgeons and strives and outlasts 
at one of the critical confluence points of the world: 
within the Arab world’s feudalism, within the dissolu- 
tion of European colonialism, within the communist- 
imperialist and *capitalist-imperialist overlapping 
spheres. Therefore is its difficulty and hazard 
multiplied incalculably, but therefore when it be- 
comes victorious—as it will, because of the potency 
of the factors suggested above—it is not merely a 
bridgehead to the human future which will have 
been established; a wide, proven and open road will 
have been built, amid the extremities of hostile cir- 
cumstance, into the changed, future world order of 
living and lasting peace. 

Fifth. The question of the success of the United 
Nations is a question of metamorphoses which shall 
or shall not take place within and across the nations. 
Toward the possibility and necessity of these meta- 
morphoses, the United Nations can not be neutral; 
and the Charter intends that it shall not be neutral. 
Therefore, the United Nations is concerned with 
values, not merely with adjustments between pres- 
sures. What comparative levels, what comparative 
claims on the future hold good as between the 
science-moved and spirit-moved cooperative common- 
wealth of Jewish Palestine, and the feudalism of the 
Arab states, and the oil exigencies of Britain and 
America? But this is a parenthetical remark. 

The supreme, if implicit, mandate of United Na- 
tions is the creation of social science and social art 
in the process of using them: toward the effective 
human awareness of the future, when the world-will 
and world-thought shall abide within the self-will 
and self-thought, the in-group’s thought and will. 
From Palestine, viewed as achievement and as pos- 
tulate, United Nations has much and profoundly to 
learn concerning its own task and concerning the 
hope of the world: this, whether or not United 
Nations shall prove able to find or force a solution 
of the instant conflicts. 


CTY 
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THE JEWISH PROBLEM 


The Last Word 


(PROPHETIC) 
by Khayim Nakhman Bialik 





I am the spokesman of the Lord. 

He sent me to proclaim His word; 

He saw how foul you grew, how weak, 
How shorn of might, how old, how meek, 
And mindful of you rotting there, 

He sent me as His messenger. 


And thus the Lord spoke unto me: 

The burden weighs too heavily— 

I have grown weary! go to each; 

Flay with the terrors of your speech 

Till a last cry of anguish start 

From each man’s shamed and tortured heart; 
And let the cry be fierce and bitter, 

And let the cry be loud and long, 

That earth, as at a clap of thunder, 

Shake off the vestiges of wrong. 


I heeded God’s command and came. 

My path was strewn with rock and stone, 
But one thought prodded me like flame: 
I came because you were alone. 

I saw the hissing serpents feed, 

I saw you lonely in your need. 

And dreaming not all help were vain, 

I came in answer to your pain. 


The Lord hath cursed me with a heart 
That aches for every human smart, 

That breaks through with another’s woe. 
Evil I saw; I thought that you 

Infinite ill discerned and knew. 

I thought you wept. I thought you prayed 
For consolation and for aid. 

And so I came to bind and heal, 

With you to bleed, with you to feel. 

I said where wounds are sorest there 

I'll lick the blood. In your despair 

I will be saviour, comforter. 


The Lord hath made my spirit strong. 

The Lord hath blessed my soul with grace. 
I look on evil face to face, 

And move a mountain, steep and long. 
The Lord hath given me a tongue, 
Sharper than keenest battle-blade. 

On stone it is of iron made; 

Of steel when upon iron laid. 

I thought: I have but to appear 

And straightway they will rise and hear. 


Yet now that I to you have come, 

I stand before your threshold dumb. 
A heavy night hangs over me. 

My light is out. Most shamefully 
You flung the door shut in my face; 
You thrust the hand of God away, 
And met with mockery and disgrace 
The word of God I strove to say. 


I hold no further speech with you; 

To you God’s speech sounds strange and dead. 
I spoke one word—and the wind blew 
It far, past calling, overhead. 

I spoke once more—and like a flash 

Of fire it fell on withered grass. 

Nothing remained save crumbling ash. 
At last I cried aloud. My cry 

Rang out like thunder through the sky, 
A flaming cry that smote you deep; 

You made lament—but when you weep, 
No one conceives your weeping true, 
Not God, not I, not even you. 


I crawled before you on the ground, 
And dragged my garments in the dust. 
Pleading, I wrung my hands and found 
A wall before my praying thrust. 

You flung the door shut in my face; 

You thrust the hand of God away 

And met with mockery and disgrace 
The word of God I strove to say. 


One last word I have come to bring: 

I have no further comforting. 

So dread my word that when you hearken 
The sweet, bright light of day will darken. 
Bread will be bitter in your mouth, 

And all your life a poisoned drouth 

For death that will not come. Oh, then 
You'll know I will not speak again. 

The courage of my heart is spent. 

My convenant with you is broken, 

And of the bond in tatters rent 

My wrath remains as only token. 


And thus the Lord spoke unto me: 
Cry out once more, and let it be 

The final cry. Say this to them: 

Ye, who are deaf, give heed and hear: 
The sun of justice will advance 
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All will delight 

Save you. 

In that sun’s light 

You will run blindly back and forth 

To beg one beam of grace in vain; 

From everywhere, east, west, south, north 
Laughter will echo to your pain. 

And this will be your utmost fate: 

To always stretch your hand too late. 


I shall pour gladness like a sea; 

But you alone will thirstily 

Plead for a drop. Your sons and daughters 
Beside strange doors, beside strange waters 
Will kneel with parching throats. No spring 
Will well up for their wandering. 


One I will send who mild and wise, 
Fresh quickening like the dew of God, 
Will point new paths to newer skies; 
But on your dry and withered sod 

No dew will fall—you will behold 
No heaven—you will rot and mould. 


Weary, your wasted tent you'll drag 
Wildly about an alien earth; 

And begging like a shameless hag 
On richest soil you will know dearth. 
Your wounds you will uncover and 
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Stretch out a trembling pauper hand. 
Yet though your beggary sought gold 
Your palm will but a penny hold. 


Then terribly your life will press 

Upon you with its bitterness; 

And vacantly your voice will groan, 
Unheard by God, through space alone. 
Dread as your sin, your need will be. 
Longing for life you will seek death, 
Only the Lord implacably 

Will grant you neither sleep nor breath. 
Your inmost heart will not believe 

The accents spoken by your tongue. 
Though you strive upward rung by rung. 
Salvation you will not achieve. 

And round you always there will wave 
The shadows of a living grave. 


And thus the Lord spoke unto me: 
Go back; go down 
Unto the potter of the town. 
Purchase a pot, and throw it high 
And as you throw, cry out thereby: 
“Lo, you will break, as this has broken.” 
And afterwards, when you have spoken, 
Walk without weeping, as the dumb... 
The day will come; the day will come! 
Translated by MARIE SYRKIN 


The Dying Communities 


by Arieh Tartakower 


) pain ALREADY in the past generation the 
Jewish communities of Eastern and Central 
Europe suffered mortal blows; now, at the third 
fatal attack, they are dying. 

The first great blow which they received was a 
political and moral shock: it was the death of the 
illusion that a life of freedom and dignity could be 
secured to Jews in those countries. When, at the 
end of World War I, the Hapsburg Monarchy and 
Czarist Russia collapsed and new national states 
were established on their ruins, no one could pos- 
sibly foresee that this turn in political affairs would 
spell a disaster for the Jewish population. The gov- 
ernments of the new states pledged themselves to 
respect the rights of national minorities. The newly 
established League of Nations undertook to see to 
it that such obligations were carried out. The golden 
dream of “national” autonomy for minorities seemed 
to be nearer realization than ever before. In a word, 
it was spring-tide in the political world and it seemed 
to be spring-tide for the Jews too. 


Within a few years nothing remained of this il- 
lusion. The rights of national autonomy vanished 
in the Ukraine and in Lithuania, and dwindled away 
into insignificance in Latvia and Esthonia. Such 
rights were never granted at all in other countries. 
The solemn pledges of civil rights under the 
minorities’ treaties were broken first in Poland, 
Hungary, and Rumania, then—with one or two ex- 
ceptions—in all countries. Instead appeared the ugly 
face of chauvinism, which made of the slogan: “My 
country, right or wrong,” the starting point of the 
moral ruin of Europe. Compared with what hap- 
pened in those years of shame, the Russian Empire 
was tolerable enough, while the Hapsburg Monarchy 
seemed a paradise. The Jews were—one might say: 
“Of course”—the first and foremost victim of this 
moral breakdown. The “Hitler years” began for 
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them long before 1933; pogroms, numerus clausus, 
a policy of brutal discrimination, and unrestricted 
hate-propaganda in this darkest region of Europe, 
sandwiched between the USSR on one side and the 
Western democracies on the other, made it as clear 
as possible for them, that nothing or almost nothing 
was left of the heritage of the peace treaties. Al- 
ready in the early ‘twenties the idea of equality of 
rights was dead; for Jews incomparably more than 
for others. What followed was only confirmation 
of this verdict. 

This then was the first death blow for the Jews of 
Eastern and Central Europe. The second came with 
the inferno of World War II. It was an inferno for 
all of mankind, but their losses were trifling as 
compared to the Jews. Out of 3 million Jews in 
the USSR, 1.2 million, ze. 40 percent, were ex- 
terminated during the years of Nazi occupation; out 
of 1 million Jews in Western Europe 300,000 dis- 
appeared; but of 6 million Jews in Central and 
Eastern Europe little more than 1 million are left 
there at present. 

One cannot but ask why, even among Jews, the 
loss in Central and Eastern Europe was greatest. 
The Nazi occupants of the Soviet Union and of 
Western Europe were certainly no better than those 
in Poland, in the Baltic countries, and in Hungary. 
Why did the latter succeed in exterminating about 
four-fifths of the Jews in those countries? The ex- 
planation is very simple. In the USSR and in West- 
ern Europe they did not find any significant co- 
operation on the part of the local population; on 
the contrary there were cases—unfortunately not 
very many—of active resistance to these crimes. 
The splendid attitude of the Dutch and Danish, the 
Swedish and Swiss people, and also of certain parts 
of the population of France and Italy will never be 
forgotten. Nothing of this kind happened in East- 
ern and Central Europe. Not only did the popu- 
lation there—with the sole exception of Bulgaria— 
do nothing to help their Jewish compatriots, but 
on the contrary they participated actively in the 
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extermination. Poles, Lithuanians, Hungarians, Slo- 
vaks, Rumanians, whether friends or foes of the 
Nazis, joined them in all too many cases in their 
war against defenseless Jews. This is the secret of 
the phenomenal “success” of the Nazis. With their 
own machinery they would ‘hardly have succeeded 
in exterminating 4.5 million Jews in Eastern and 
Central Europe; with the cooperation of the local 
population, they did. 
II 

THE balance sheet of Jewish losses in Central and 
Eastern Europe, as far as it can be made at pres- 
ent, is presented in the following table: 


JEWISH POPULATION OF CENTRAL AND EASTERN 
EUROPE (with the exception of USSR)’ 

















% Ratio of 
the present 
Jewish 
Number of population 
Jews before Numberat compared 
the War present with prewar 
Country (in 1,000’s) (in 1,000’s)* figures 
Poland 3,300 100-120 3-3.6 
EES cone eae eee 850 350 41.2 
Germany* 550 15 2.5 
Hungary  ............ . 400 200 50.0 
Czechoslovakia coe 350 45-60 12.9-16.3 
Austria*® 200 5 22 
OMI iscsi 150 5 33 
Latvia 95 1 1.0 
|) ee eee 75 11 14.6 
Greece 75 10 13.3 
Bulgaria® 45 40 88.8 
SS RRC Te aes Cea 2 5 0.5 10.0 
In camps in Germany and 
ARE os see scccee 225 
In camps in Italy 20 








1,027.5-1,062.5 16.1-17.4 


That is what was left of Central and Eastern 
European Jewry; one-sixth of what they were before 
the war. But even this is an overstatement, as far 
as the permanent Jewish population is concerned. 
The Jewish communities of Central and Eastern Eu- 
rope are now, after the third and severest blow, 
finally dying: they are dying because of the reluc- 
tance of the Jews to stay in their home countries, 
or to return there. 





1. The figures for Germany, Austria, and Czechoslovakia are for 
the period before the Nazi occupation of those countries. 

2. The comparison was made between the pre-war population 
and the population actually residing in the territory of the re- 
spective countries. The number of survivors is in a few cases 
considerably higher, since many succeeded in escaping to other 
countries. This applies especially to German and Austrian Jews; 
around 300,000 German Jews and around 100,000 Austrian Jews 
escaped before the war. To a certain degree this is true also of 
Polish and Czech Jews; around 150,000 Polish Jews and 50,000 
Czech Jews are at present outside of the territories of their 
countries. However, the majority of such Polish Jews are in 
camps in Germany, Austria, and Italy and are, therefore, included 
in the sum total as presented in the table. 

3. The figures for Germany and Austria include only former in- 
habitants of those two countries who are still there or returned 
after the war. Refugees from other countries residing at present 
in the territory of Germany and Austria are separately mentioned 
at the end of the table. 

4. The figure for Czechoslovakia includes Jews from the territory 
of Carpatho-Russia, which was ceded to the USSR. The majority 
of surviving Carpatho-Russian Jews after the years of occupation 
went to Czechoslovakia. 

5. The estimate of the number of Jewish population of Bulgaria 


given here is considerably lower than the figure cited by the 
Jewish Central Consistory of Bulgaria at the end of 1945. The 
figure of the Consistory seems to be exaggerated (See: Leo 
Shapiro and Joshua Starr, “Recent Population Data Regarding 
the Jews in Europe.” Jewish Social Studies, Vol. VII, Nr 4, 
October 1946). 


6. The refugee population of the camps is composed of repre- 
sentatives of a considerable number of countries, but almost all 
of them are countries of Central and Eastern Europe. Jews from 
Western Europe, especially France, Belgium, and Holland, who 
were deported by the Nazis to Germany, all returned to their 
countries of origin immediately after the war, and the number 
of deported Russian Jews was insignificant from the very begin- 
ning. At the middle of 1946 83.8% of Jewish refugees and 
displaced persons in the territory of Germany and Austria and 
67.2% in the territory of Italy were Polish nationals, whereas 
the others were nationals of Hungary, Rumania, Czechoslovakia, 
and a few other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. There 
were no nationals of Western European countries among them 
and hardly any nationals of USSR (0.03% in Italy, nothing at 
all in Germany and Austria). The entire Jewish population of 
the camps can, therefore, be considered as Central and Eastern 
European (See: Z. Wahrhaftig, Uprooted. Jewish Refugees and 
Displaced Persons after Liberation. New York 1946, Chapter 
Two, p.50. 
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Out of the total of 1 million mentioned in our 
table, the 250,000 Jewish refugees in Germany, Aus- 
tria and Italy ought first to be deducted. There are 
hardly any among them who would accept repa- 
triation to their home countries. This is the funda- 
mental difference between them and the displaced 
persons of other nations. Over 8 million displaced 
persons, mainly slave workers, were found in the 
territory of Germany after its occupation by the 
Allied armies; within one year 6 million of them 
returned to their home countries. Only 100,000 
Jewish displaced persons were found in Germany 
at the end of the war; the number today, because 
of the flight from Poland and other countries, is 
twice as large as at the end of the war, even though 
thousands have gone to Palestine, Cyprus, and 
the U. S. Virtually all Jewish displaced persons are 
in the category of “unrepatriables” and were recog- 
nized as such—at least de facto—by the occupation 
authorities and by the international relief bodies. 
Attempts to have them recognized as such de jure 
failed, mainly because of the opposition of Soviet 
representatives, on tactical grounds rather than be- 
cause of the merits of the case. 


Why should these people return to their home 
countries? They have nothing left there; no homes, 
nor relatives, nor property, nor even cemeteries, 
which were destroyed by the Nazis and their fol- 
lowers. They know that they will find poverty and 
destruction and an atmosphere of hatred, should 
they decide to return. Tens of thousands fled to 
Germany and Austria after the end of the war, be- 
cause of the intolerable conditions in their home 
countries and because they hoped that they might 
be able to proceed to other countries—primarily to 
Palestine—where they still could find bread and 
freedom. Under such conditions there is no au- 
thority which could force repatriation upon them. 
Unrepatriables among other nations are exceptions, 
mainly people dissatisfied with the present political 
conditions in their home countries; unrepatriables 
among the Jews are the rule. There are almost 250,- 
000 persons of this category in Germany, Austria 
and Italy; but there are also tens of thousands 
of Jewish displaced persons in other countries 
of Eastern and Central Europe: over 20 thousand 
in Rumania, 15 thousand in Czechoslovakia, 8 thou- 
sand in Hungary, smaller groups in other countries, 
altogether another 50 thousand, perhaps even more. 
So one-third of Central and Eastern Europe’s Jew- 
ish population are uprooted persons on their way 
to other countries, 


THE situation is not much better with regard to 
the so-called “settled” Jewish population. Who are 
they? Polish Jewry at the end of the war consisted 
of a few score thousand half starved persons in 
hiding. The present Polish Jewish population are 
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mainly repatriates from the Soviet Union. Of 200,- 
000 Polish-Jewish refugees in the USSR at the end 
of the war, 100,000 declared their willingness to 
retain Polish nationality and to return to Poland in 
virtue of the Polish-Russian treaty of July 1946. 
Almost all of them actually returned to Poland; 
many left immediately for Germany en route to Pal- 
estine, but many stayed behind, at least for the time 
being. However, they did not return to their former 
home places: in the majority of the cases there was 
nothing left to return to and in addition there was 
the constant danger of anti-Semitic riots, so the gov- 
ernment decided to settle them in the newly ac- 
quired former German provinces, mainly in “Lower 
Silesia”—-which means starting life anew under con- 
ditions which are far from promising political and 
economic security. 


The same or almost the same happened in other 
countries; their Jewish population consists mainly 
of persons who returned from deportation and who 
are expected to start from scratch. To have them 
really “settle” in their countries, favorable condi- 
tions must first be secured. There is hardly any 
country in Central and Eastern Europe where such 
conditions now exist. Of the four factors responsible 
for the intolerable situation of Jews in Eastern Eu- 
rope between the two World Wars, namely: the 
brutal nationalism, poverty, low culture, and lack 
of real democracy in most of these countries, only 
the first factor disappeared—at least as far as the 
policy of the government is concerned. The other 
three—poverty, a low cultural level, lack of true 
democracy—exist in an even graver form today as 
a result of war devastation. The curse of anti-Semi- 
tism is stronger today than before. The govern- 
ments are fighting it, some of them sincerely, like 
the Polish and the Hungarian governments, the 
others less so, like the Rumanian government. The 
result remains a negligible change in both cases; 
the best government is powerless against a propa- 
ganda of hatred among the population, unless it 
follows the example of the Soviet Union in regard- 
ing anti-Semitism as a crime and inflicting severe 
punishment for it. No such decision has been reached 
so far in other countries of Eastern and Central 
Europe. 


But there exists in addition a second danger, 
whether real or imaginary, which affects the atti- 
tude of the Jewish population. All countries of Cen- 
tral and Eastern Europe, with the exception of Greece 
and the non-Russian zones of occupation in Ger- 
many and Austria, are Soviet-influenced and will 
probably remain so in the future, too. Soviet influ- 
ence is in the first place of political nature, but 
it may also become economic, as has already hap- 
pened in many countries. The results may be dis- 
astrous for the Jewish population from a twofold 
point of view; they may be deprived of the freedom 
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of emigration, just as happened in the case of Rus- 
sian Jews; and second, in the event of partial or 
full socialization, they may lose whatever sources 
of income they still possess. The sufferings of Rus- 
sian Jews during the ’twenties of the present century, 
when hundreds of thousands were simply thrown 
out of their former positions in private commerce 
and industry, are still remembered. But in the Soviet 
Union the government made a great and, in gen- 
eral, a successful attempt to find new sources of 
income for the broken Jewish population, whereas 
in the case of other Central and Eastern European 
countries a similar policy can hardly be expected. 
So the Jews have reason enough to be fearful of 
the future and not to risk staying behind in their 
countries. 


Ill 


THIs is the reason why the drive for the evacuation 
of Central and Eastern Europe may become not 
only a slogan, but a reality in the very near future. 
The Jews of USSR are not able to go even if they 
wished to: the borders of their country are closed. 
Although “assimilationism” has disappeared as a Jew- 
ish ideal after what happened in the years of war, 
the Jews of Western Europe still find it possible 
to remain in their home countries. No such oppor- 
tunities are offered to Jews in Central and Eastern 
Europe. There is no way back to the physical and 
moral jungle of Germany and Austria; but the situ- 
ation is not much better in Poland, Hungary, Ru- 
mania, not even in countries like Bohemia, Bul- 
garia, and Yugoslavia, where anti-Semitism cannot 
be considered a tradition of the past. 

As a result the Jewish exodus has already started. 
Almost 100,000 Jews left Poland after the end of 
the war; they were driven by the destruction which 
they found in the country after their return from 
the USSR, by the haunting memory of Tremblinka 
and Majdanek and Oswiecim, by the brutal anti- 
Semitism of the population, by riots and pogroms, 
which occurred day by day. There were periods when 
1,000 Jews left Poland daily, mostly illegally, al- 
though with the full knowledge and toward the 
end even with cooperation of the authorities. This 
human tide receded after the government succeeded 
in clamping down—at least for the time being— 
on the anti-Semitic propaganda in the country and 
secured certain economic positions for the Jewish 
population. On the other hand, the tide is rising at 
present in Rumania, where—contrary to the situa- 
tion in Poland—no good will can be expected on 
the part of the government. It may rise tomorrow 
in the misery of Hungary, and it may rise again 
in Poland. 

There is no force in the world to check it, unless 
conditions change fundamentally, and there is no 
sign whatsoever of such changes. Jewish property 
was robbed in all those countries, not only by the 
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Nazis, but to a very considerable degree by the na- 
tive population, and it is not being restored at all 
or only with exasperating slowness.’ Jewish positions 
in commerce, industry, and liberal professions were 
lost because of Nazi legislation and the deportations; 
they can hardly be restored to any considerable ex- 
tent, since in the meantime they were taken over 
by the Gentile population. The illusion of former 
decades and countries, that Jewish participation is a 
“must” for the economic life of the various coun- 
tries, does not exist any more. Anti-Semitism and 
danger of socialization, aggravated because of anti- 
Semitism, are the reality of daily life for the Jews. 

Why, then, should Jews stay in those countries? 
Only unthinking optimists will be deceived by the 
fact that Jews—at least some of them—are appar- 
ently making out reasonably well economically at 
present in one country or another. But there is no 
solid basis whatsoever in these new sources of in- 
come, dependent on the fever of reconstruction. Nor- 
mal conditions, which will come in another few years, 
will put an end to it. The only country, where Jews 
succeeded in creating for themselves a solid posi- 
tion in basic occupations, is Poland. The network 
of cooperative organizations of credit and of pro- 
duction, new positions in industry, including heavy 
and mining industry, the institutions in aid of occu- 
pational readjustment of the Jewish population, all 
of them combined, may open new avenues for decent 
living, at least for the time being. But no one will 
forget that the majority of such economic positions 
are being established in the newly acquired Western 
provinces of Poland, whose future is still in the 
dark; nor will anyone forget that Poland was and 
still is a country of violent anti-Semitism. It re- 
mains to be seen whether the efforts of the present 
regime to fight this perennial shame of Poland life 
will be successful. And if the case is such in Poland, 
how incomparably worse is the situation in Ru- 
mania, Hungary, Austria, Slovakia, etc. where no 
new sources of living can be found and where no 
real fight by the governments against anti-Semitism 
can be expected, not to speak about the darkest land 
of Germany, which still is and apparently will 
remain full of brutal anti-Semitic hatred, as it was 
two or five or ten yéars ago. 

Only one solution, therefore, is left to Jews in 
all those countries, and that is emigration. This is 
a process not to be accomplished within a few 
months; it may take years, perhaps decades, but it 
must be completed; the sooner, the better. It cer- 
tainly does not follow from our statement, that 
Jewish emigration from Central and Eastern Europe 


7. See as to this particular problem the book of Nehemiah 
Robinson Indemnification and Reparations. Jewish Aspects. New 
York 1944; also my article “May God protect us against our 
friends” in Yiddisher Kemfer, September 1940, which is devoted 
to the existing situation in Poland, Hungary, and Rumania. 

8. Out of the 164 Jewish cooperative organizations for production 
existing as of April 1, 1947, 85 were in Lower Silesia and 18 in 
Szczecin; altogether, therefore, almost two thirds in newly ac- 
quired provinces (Jewish Press Agency, Warsaw, April 10, 1947.) 
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must degenerate into a stampede of people running 
away and leaving everything behind. Advisers, if 
any, of such a policy are wrong and foolish advisers. 
The fight for Jewish rights and Jewish dignity must 
be continued. Jewish property must be retained, 
the few existing Jewish positions must be held to 
the very last minute, efforts of the Jewish commu- 
Nities to secure education for their children and to 
satisfy their religious and cultural needs must be 
supported. Whatever is being done in all those fields 
deserves our sympathy and our assistance. The liqui- 
dation of Jewish life in Central and Eastern Europe 
has to go on in an orderly and organized way; this 
is the demand of our honor and at the same time, 
the vital interest of the emigrants. But neverthe- 
less it is liquidation; no illusion ought to be held 
as to that. 

The Jews feel it themselves. Never were emigta- 
tion tendencies among the Jewish population in 
Central and Eastern Europe as strong as they are 
at present. Up to the establishment of the Hitler 
regime in Germany, Polish and Lithuanian Jewry 
were the only Jewish communities of Europe with 
a substantial number of emigrants. Rumanian Jewry, 
which played a considerable role in Jewish eimgra- 
tion before World War I, lost its importance in 
this field in the period between the two World 
Wars. Neither were there any appreciable emigration 
tendencies among Hungarian Jews or among Jews 
in the other countries of Central and Eastern Eu 
rope, with the exception, of course, of Germany, 
Austria, and Czechoslovakia after their occupation 
by the Nazis.’ The situation has changed funda- 
mentally since the war, despite the fact that the 
Jewish population has dwindled to one-sixth of its 
pre-war size. The Anglo-American Committe of In- 
quiry, certainly an unprejudiced body, which visited 
most of those countries at the beginning of 1946, 
estimated that 200,000 Polish Jews (including those 
who were being repatriated at that time from the 
USSR) would wish to leave their country. The 
same committee found that 60 percent of what was 
left of Czechoslovakian Jewry, 75 percent of Hun- 
garian Jewry, 44 percent of Rumanian, 27 percent 
of Yugoslavian, and 50 percent of Greek Jewry 
were pressing desperately for emigration.” This then 
was the situation over a year ago; not much has 
happened since which could have modified it. The 
drive toward emigration is somewhat less desperate 
in Poland, it has increased in Rumania, but the 
general picture is the same. 

9. See, as to the development of emigration tendencies among 
the Jewish population of Europe during the period of the long 
armistice, my book: Jewish Migration and Jewish Migration 


Policy, Vilna 1939 (Yiddish), Chapter Three: Countries of Jewish 
Emigration. 

10. Anglo-American Committee of Enquiry, Report to the United 
States Government and His Majesty’s Government in the United 
Kingdom, Lausanne, Switzerland, April 20, 1946, Published by 
the State Department, Washington 1946.—Quoted from Z. War- 
haftig: Where Shall They Go? Jewish Affairs. Nr. 7, May 1946, 
New York. 
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IV 


WHERE shall they go? The answer, if any, to this 
question is incomparably simpler—at least theoreti- 
cally—today, than it was ten or twenty years ago. 
It is simpler today because of two reasons. First, 
because there are almost no countries left to go 
to. There was hardly any period in Jewish history 
when the so-called civilized world was as closed to 
Jewish wanderers as it is today. Almost all states 
of the world and, in the first instance, the countries 
of the Western Hemisphere and the British Do- 
minions, are setting their migration policy after dec- 
ades of rather chaotic conditions, during which they 
tried to “protect” themselves against the danger of 
ii migration by administrative methods. All of them 
are setting it in a way which makes it impossible 
for the Jews to get in. Whether anti-Semitic ten- 
dencies are outspoken as in the case of South Africa, 
or Argentina, or Colombia, and many others, or 
whether they are covered by seemingly innocent 
formulas about farmers, domestic servants etc. com- 
ing first, does not matter very much. The result is 
the same in both cases: No Jews. And where this 
result still cannot be achieved by laws and regula- 
tions, it is being achieved with administrative 
measures. 

In the first transport of 2,900 Polish soldiers ad- 
mitted to Canada a few months ago, were three 
Jews.” Whether the anti-Semitic Polish army com- 
mand or the Canadian immigration authorities or 
both are responsible, remains to be investigated, but 
the moral is nevertheless clear. Among the first group 
of 861 displaced persons from Europe admitted at 
the end of the month of May this year to Brazil, 
was not a single Jew, although Jews admittedly 
were at least one third of the unrepatriable ele- 
ments among the displaced population.” Whether 
the Intergovernmental Committee for Refugees, 
which was in charge of this transport and whose 
record is far from satisfactory, or the Brazilian au- 
thorities were responsible, remains to be investigated, 
but the result % the same: No Jews. The arrival of 
690 Jewish displaced persons from Shanghai to 
Australia—all of them with relatives in that coun- 
try, who are responsible for their maintenance— 
aroused such public indignation, and caused such an 
increase of anti-Semitic propaganda against further 
Jewish immigration, that Australian Jewish leaders 
had to contemplate action on the highest political 
level.” 


THE only country of the Diaspora, where any sub- 
stantial number of Jews still is being admitted, is 
the United States, but even there the number is ex- 
tremely limited, both when compared with the Jew- 
ish displaced population and with the absorptive 


11. From a brief presented to the Canadian Senate’s Committee 
on Immigration and Labor by the Canadian Jewish Congress on 
May 7, 1947. 

12. From a World Jewish Congress release carried by the New 
York Herald Tribune of June 8, 1947. 
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capacity of the country. It is true that this country, 
whose tremendous role in the history of Jewish 
migration before World War I is well known, but 
whose importance in the late ‘twenties and in the 
early ‘thirties dwindled into insignificance because 
of the restrictive policy of the administration, had 
been reopened to some extent since 1937 as a country 
of reception for Jewish refugees. Actually although 
the absolute figures of immigrants admitted were 
still very modest, the percentage of Jewish persons 
among them grew considerably and reached its peak 
during two years, 1939 and 1940, with Jewish im- 
migrants amounting to over 50 percent of all ad- 
mitted persons, a share unknown even in the best 
years of immigration into U.S.A.“ 

However, since 1943 the figures again dropped 
considerably: no more than 4,705 Jewish immigrants 
were admitted during 1943 as against 43,450 in 
1939, and the number of Jewish persons admitted 
since then, up to the end of 1946, is estimated at 
31,400 for three and a half years (the migration 
year 1943 according to the American statistics ended 
July 1943), which means about 9,000 immigrants 
a year. The directive of President Truman of De- 
cember 22, 1945 according to which the annual 
quota of 39,000 visas, scheduled for issuance to 
immigrants from Central and Eastern Europe, was 
to be made available to displaced persons who had 
found refuge in the American zone of occupation 
of Germany, was obviously sabotaged by the consular 
officers: no more than one-fourth of the available 
number of visas were issued during 1946. 


But even if there were good will and cooperation 
on the part of the consulates, the results, although 
more encouraging, would hardly have been sufficient 
to alleviate significantly the tragic problem of Jewish 
displaced persons. Among the 39,000 visas men- 
tioned in President Truman’s directive, 26,000 are, 
according to the general quota law, reserved for 
persons born in Germany, whose number is insignifi- 
cant among the Jewish D.P.’s Until the quota law 
is modified or a special law—as demanded by 
President Truman—authorizing the entry into U.S. 
of a fixed number of D.P.’s ‘regardless of their 
country of origin, is passed by the Congress, no real 
improvement of the existing situation can be ex- 
pected. Every one familiar with the prevailing at- 
mosphere in this country, knows that neither the 
one thing nor the can be expected with any great 
assurance. 

13. From Congress Weekly, Volume 14, Nr. 10, March 7, 1947. 
14. See as to the importance of US as country of reception for 
Jewish refugees, my book: Jewish Wanderings in the World. 
Second completely revised edition, Jerusalem 1947 (Hebrew). 
Chapter Four. 

15. Estimate of the American Jewish Year Book 1946-47; no 
exact figures of Jewish immgrants into the US are available 
since 1943, because the term “Hebrew” was eliminated from 
the classification of immigrants by race or people by order of 
the Commissioner of the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
of the Department of Justice. The Jewish immigrants are reg- 


istered at present only under the national quota of their countries 
of origin together with their Gentile co-nationals. 
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Tuis, therefore, is the first reason why the answer 
to the question “Where” is so desperately simple at 
present: There are no countries available for re- 
ception of Jewish immigrants. But there is another 
reason certainly not less important and not less sig- 
nificant than the first. The Jews—at least the over- 
whelming majority of them—do not want again 
to change one country of Diaspora for another. They 
had enough of the Diaspora over the last two thou- 
sand years and especially for the last twenty or thirty 
years, to realize what they may expect there. What 
the Jewish D.P.’s do desire, is to go to their own 
country. Never were emigration tendencies to Pal- 
estine as strong among the Jewish population of all 
those countries as they are at present. 


This is evident even from figures of actual im- 
migration in Palestine, small as they are under the 
present political conditions. During the two years 
1945 and 1946, when Jewish immigration to the 
U. S. was around 18,000, the immigration into Pal- 
estine was—despite the tremendous obstacles imposed 
by the administration of the country—almost twice 
as much, namely, 10,742 in 1945 and 17,663 in 
1946. The overwhelming majority of immigrants 
were from countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 
In 1945 almost one-fourth of the immigrants (23 
percent) came from Poland and one-tenth (10 
percent) from Rumania; these two countries alone 
provided one-third of Jewish immigrants into Pales- 
tine. The percentage of Jewish immigrants from 
other Eastern and Central European countries 
(Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, Austria, Germany, Hun- 
gary, Italy, Yugoslavia, Lithuania, Latvia, Greece) 
was 32.6; together, therefore, immigrants from coun- 
tries of Eastern and Central Europe made up two- 
thirds of Jewish immigrants into Palestine. But we 
have to add the immigrants without nationality (14 
percent), practically all of whom were former Ger- 
mans and Austrians. We thus come to the conclusion, 
that out of every five immigrants, four were Jews 
from Central and Eastern Europe.” Even more sig- 
nificant are the figures for 1946. Immigrants from 
Poland were over one-third (34 percent) and immi- 
grants from Rumania over one-fourth (26 per- 
cent) of Jewish immigration into Palestine. The per- 
centage of immigrants from other Central and East- 
ern European countries was 32.7; of every ten Jew- 
ish immigrants into Palestine in 1946, nine were 
from Central and Eastern Europe.” 


THE thirty thousand Jews who actually immigrated 
into Palestine in the last two years are only a fraction 
of those who are trying to get in, despite the British 
government and the administration of the country, 





16. Figures from the Statistical Bulletin of the Jewish Agency 
for Palestine, Volume I, Nr. 1-6, January-June 1946, Jerusalem. 
17. Statistical Bulletin of the Jewish Agency for Palestine, Vol- 
ume I, Nr. 7-12, July-Decembe: 1946, Jerusalem. 
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who in clear breach of the Palestine Mandate are 
closing the doors of the country to them. To have a 
clear picture of the situation, the so-called “illegal” 
immigrants who arrived in Palestine without British 
immigration visas must first be added; secondly, all 
those who left their country on their way to Pales- 
tine and who are at the present mainly in Germany, 
Austria, and Italy; and third those who, without for 
the time being leaving their country, in one way or 
another expressed their desire to go to Palestine at 
the first available opportunity. 

The number of “illegal” immigrants is at least 
equal to those admitted by the Palestine authorities. 
During the year 1946, 23 boats carrying 22,637 im- 
migrants without British authorization arrived in Pal- 
estine; up to the end of May 1947, 11 additional 
boats arrived with 12,552 immigrants of the same 
category. The movement goes on. 

As far as the second group is concerned, it is to a 
very considerable degree identical with Jewish resi- 
dents of D.P. camps in Germany, Austria, and Italy. 
An inquiry by the Organization of Jewish Refugees 
in Italy revealed that of 9,174 persons interviewed 
9,034, z.e. 98 percent, indicated Palestine as the de- 
sired goal of their wandering”. From among 19,311 
Jewish D.P.’s in the American zone in Germany in- 
terviewed by UNRRA at the beginning of 1946, 
18,702 or 97 percent expressed their desire to go to 
Palestine”. Out of 15,072 Jews in the British zone 
of occupation over 12,000, z.e. 80 percent, are anxious 
to go immediately to Palestine.”. It is often said by 
the British authorities in explanation of such amazing 
figures, that the majority of Jewish D.P.’s who came 
to Germany and Italy after the end of the war, were 
brought there in an organized way to enable them to 
proceed further to Palestine. This statement is far 
from being correct: the great majority of the persons 
concerned certainly left Poland and the other coun- 
tries on their own initiative, being driven to a con- 
siderable degree by anti-Jewish riots and by the con- 
sciousness that there was nothing left for them in 
their countries. However, it would make no sense 
to deny that once this stream got into motion, there 
was an organizing hand which took care to prevent 
chaos and to enable the people to come to Palestine. 
Only the ill-will of British officials can see any 
wrong in such a policy. Polish Jewry was over- 
whelmingly Zionist even before the war; small won- 
der that it looks now to Zionist bodies to direct it 
to the Holy Land. The “Brikhah,” the organized 
exodus of Jewish men and women from Poland 
and from other countries to Palestine, is a blessing 
not only for the persons involved, but for all man- 
kind as well. 

18. Central Committee of Jewish Refugees in Italy: We Jewish 
Refugees in Italy, Rome 1945 Table III. 

19. Jewish Telegraphic Agency, February 12, 1946. 

20. Jewish Telegraphic Agency, April 19, 1947. 

21. Figures from Denys A. Cooper: “Report from Rumania.” 


ine Record, published by the American Jewish Conference, May 
947. 
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A few words will suffice to describe the desire of 
those who still remain in their country. The results 
of the inquiry made by the Anglo-American Com- 
mission may be repeated in this place: the Jews of 
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Rumania, etc. 
who stressed their reluctance to remain in their 
home countries, at the same time mentioned—al- 
most all of them—Palestine as the country where 
they are anxious to go. This is true also for the 
present. Up to September 1946, 135,392 applicants 
registered with the Emigration Office of the Jewish 
Agency for Palestine in Rumania, i.e., more than 
one-third of the entire Jewish community of that 
country, the biggest Jewish community of con- 
tinental Europe, except the USSR”. This number 
certainly has increased considerably since then: 
Rumanian Jewry is following the example of their 
brethren already in Palestine and starting on the 
way without waiting for certificates, which the pres- 
ent administration will hardly grant. As against 
the almost 140,000 persons waiting for emigration 
to Palestine, 25 family certificates and 232 individual © 
certificates were issued, the latter exclusively for 
wives, children, and parents of Palestine residents. 
The situation is certainly not better in Poland, whose 
entire Jewish population is psychologically on its 
way to Palestine; neither is it better in other coun- 
tries. 

This, therefore, leads us to the last remark to be 
made in the present article. If the exodus from Pal- 
estine has been limited up to the present to the few 
tens of thousands who, in one way or another, with 
or without certificates, succeeded in getting through, 
the responsibility for it rests only with the British 
administration of Palestine. This administration is the 
main factor standing today between the Jewish peo- 
ple and its country; as long as it is allowed to do 
whatever it chooses, regardless of the opinion not 
only of the Jewish people, but of other nations as 
well, no improvement of the situation can reasonably 
be expected. Only the termination of the British man- 
date over Palestine and the establishment of a Jewish 
commonwealth there may enable us to rescue in a 
dignified way the remnants of what once were the 
flourishing Jewish communities of Central and East- 
ern Europe. 

Give me your tired, your poor, 

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore, 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door! 

These words are no longer true for America. En- 
graved on the pedestal of the Statue of Liberty, they 
sound like irony today. But they are true for Pales- 
tine. The Jewish community there lifts its lamp, and 
the golden door will remain open for all those who 
after centuties of suffering and humiliation are re- 
turning to their country for a life of freedom and 


dignity. 
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Latin American Jewry 
by A. L. Schusheim 


Cy ALL THE NATIONS among whom the Jew- 
ish people has sojourned at various times the 
Latin Americans know us the least. Because we are 
almost totally unfamiliar to them, their attitude to- 
ward Jews is subject to frequent sudden changes that 
run from highest admiration to deepest hatred. 

But we, too, err when we speak of Latin Americans 
as of a national unity in the cultural and psycho- 
logical meaning of the term. They constitute such 
a unity only to the extent that the Spanish language 
is current througout the area designated as Latin 
America, with the exception, of course, of Portugese- 
speaking Brazil. But aside from language they have 
little in common either culturally or psychologically. 
Even such close neighbors as Argentina and Uruguay 
differ so sharply that a dispute at a soccer game be- 
tween teams of the two countries can lead to a break 
in diplomatic relations. 

Even among the Latin American intellectuals, 
there are few who know Jewish cultural struggles 
and conflicts, our religious trends, or are even familiar 
with the problems of Zionism, despite the fact that 
Zionism has become a subject of frequent comment 
in the daily press. But all of them know the Jewish 
merchant on the street, the Jewish manufacturer 
whom they remember from the day when he arrived 
in the country as a poor immigrant. At that time 
great friendliness was shown the immigrant, who so 
helplessly tried to be articulate in Spanish. And now 
the immigrant of yore has become a wealthy manu- 
facturer or merchant while the native, the master 
of the country, may be in the employ of the im- 
migrant, buys his necessities from him on the install- 
ment plan while the wealthy Jew is seen to travel 
about in a luxurious auto and occupies the choice 
spots at resorts and hotels. (Of course not all im- 
migrants have made their fortunes, but those who 
remained poor, own no factories, and do not sport 
fancy autos remain unseen and unnoticed.) This 
naturally arouses the resentment of the incompetent, 
the inactive, the indolent, and a hue and cry is 
raised in a certain section of the press that Jews have 
“captured” the industry and commerce of the country. 


Ir would be futile to attempt to explain that the 
Jews have captured nothing, that they have merely 
taken advantage of economic voids to create econ- 
omic values that benefit the entire country. [ven 
government circles, which should know the truth, 
have been swayed by the moods called forth among 
the people by demagogues. As a result, many have 
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closed their borders to Jewish immigrants. There 
are a few exceptions to this rule: Bolivia, Ecuador, 
Paraguay and San Domingo; countries by chance that 
offer poor prospects for the acclimatization of Jews. 
All others, even the most democratic countries of 
Latin America, count Jews in the category of un- 
desirable immigrants. 


Why undesirable? Is the industrially and com- 
mercially active Jewish immigrant worth less to the 
economy of the country than the Italians, Poles or 
Yugoslavs who will work as unskilled laborers in 
the field, or wait till someone provides them with an 
opportunity for industrial employment? Why should 
the trained Jewish professional be inferior to laborers 
of other nationalities? No answer is ever given to 
these questions. It is a fact, though, that the Argen- 
tine government, which has sent a commission to 
Europe to select immigrants, does not admit Jews. 
The country needs agricultural and industrial laborers, 
it is maintained, and no racial principle is applied 
in the selection of immigrants. However, there is 
an “ethnic department” in the Immigration Bureau, 
and should a Jew in Buenos Aires request an af- 
fidavit to bring his son or brother from Europe, he 
will be informed that the “ethnic department” does 
not consider him fitting as an immigrant. Other 
Latin American countries, though lacking “ethnic 
departments,” offer similar alibis. The end result is 
the same in spite of disclaimers of a racist policy. 


ANOTHER feature common to all these countries is 
an exaggerated estimate of the number of Jews. 
There are too many Jews, it is maintained, and it 
is therefore inadvisable to admit more. It might in- 
terfere with their assimilation. The urge to as- 
similate newcomers is a powerful factor in all these 
countries and it is felt that Jews do not assimilate. 
(As a matter of fact the process of assimilation is 
hindered by manifestations of anti-Semitism. ) 

But not only the governments and people of Latin 
America exaggerate the number of Jews among them. 
Jews, too, are prone to this mistake. No exact 
statistical data regarding the number of Jews are 
available and everyone resorts to estimates. Con- 
sequently, widely varying figures are cited. Thus 
while the American Jewish Year Book states that 
there are 110,700 Jews in Brazil, a Jewish popula- 
tion of only 70,000 is claimed by a Jewish Center 
in Brazil itself. This is also true of other countries. 
The same Year Book estimates that there are 37,000 
Jews in Uruguay. Local sources offer a figure of 
30,000. Some place the Jewish population of Argen- 
tina at 400,000. Others, more pessimistic, quote 
censuses and other data to prove that there are 
only 300,000. Though the latter figure appears to 
be more correct, a compromise figure of 350,000 
is generally used. It is doubtful whether the recent 
census will solve the problem. Meanwhile any 
Argentinian will tell you that there are at least 
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1,000,000 Jews in the country—so big do we ap- 
pear in their eyes, especially in Buenos Aires. 






































General Jewish Per Cent 

Country Population Population Of Jews 
ASgentina  .nccnreesemenmenn 3,708,386 360,000 2.62 
Aruba 40 
RAE sce asec 60 
Bolivia 3,533,900 4,050 Al 
Brazil 44,460,000 110,700 .24 
Chile 5,237,432 28,000 53 
COUGAR ccccrasscccsieccctneees 95295200 9-10,000 10 
A RTD sia cccicsovssasoaiansennnies . 705,000 1,000 13 
Cuba 4,778,585 10,900 Br a 
Curacao 122,540 650 53 
Dominican Republic ......... 1,969,773 600 .03 
Dutch Guiana nncncenneeenne 183,730 930 St 
Ecuador 3,105,541 4,500 14 
El Salvador ...nccssnsscnnucnnne 1,862,980 200 01 
Guatemala .. snes SIO DZ 800 01 
TIES a ssccsisisaccscccceaias ~ 1,154,388 130 01 
Mexico 21,153,321 20,000 12 
iy Le Ve Sena eee .. 1,380,000 170 04 
Panama 631,637 750 05 
Peru 7,271,654 3,200 1.38 
TRMNGC ciccccectiinsccanccace: Sao 300 10 
NI TRURY  ecsccecctanceorcrrenns -2 ORO 30,000 
Vemezuela nrecssmncsemen 4,004,731 4,000 

590,980 


WE cite these divergent estimates because they are 
important for an understanding of the situation of 
the Jews in Latin America and their relations with 
Jewish communities throughout the world. The ex- 
aggerated estimate of Jewish numbers has contrib- 
uted to the curtailing of Jewish immigration and 
finally to its total cessation. Yet immigration is a 
vital factor in the communal life of Latin American 
here as well as in efforts to aid European Jewry. Had 
we been permitted to bring over another 200,000 
Jews we would have saved them from death and 
at the same time increased the vitality of Latin 
American Jewry. Throughout the duration of Hitler’s 
tule in Europe we received appeals from Jews to 
save them. But especially in Argentina it became 
increasingly difficult to rescue a Jew from Europe. 
The virtual cessation of Jewish immigration did 
not begin with Peron’s revolution of July 4, 1943, 
but commenced during the regime of his democratic 
predecessor President Ortiz. And while we debated 
whether to send our help to European Jewry through 
the Joint Distribution Committee or the World Jew- 
ish Congress, our monetary assistance waned in 
significance because we were unable to bring the 
people over. 


The significance of Jewish immigration for the 
Jewish communities in Latin America is revealed 
by the figures for 1933-43. In the course of this de- 
cade 324,000 Jews came to the Western Hemisphere, 
primarily from Germany and other Central European 
countries. 101,500 of them landed in Latin America. 
(Argentina—45,000; Brazil—25,000; Chile—12,- 
000; Uruguay—7,000; Cuba—6,000; Bolivia—5.,- 
000; Colombia—3,000; Ecuador—3,000.) Despite 
current prejudices against Jews from Germany, it is 
nevertheless a fact that these immigrants contributed 
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much to the establishment of new Jewish communi- 
ties and the strengthening of existing weak ones in 
Chile, Bolivia, Colombia, and Ecuador. In the 
smaller communities the newcomers merged with 
the older Jewish residents who had immigrated from 
Eastern Europe. This in turn served to break down 
the walls of isolation between the Eastern Europeans 
and the Sephardic Jewish immigrants. 


IN integrating the Latin American Jewish com- 
munities, Zionism was a major factor, as well as the 
World Jewish Congress with its organizational guid- 
ance and moral support. Its influence, especially on 
the more isolated smaller communities in Bolivia, 
Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela, was very evident 
during the Latin American conference of the World 
Jewish Congress in Buenos Aires this summer. Here 
Jews of Eastern European descent merged with 
Sephardi and German Jews in common discussion 
of general Jewish problems as representatives of 
united communities. The World Jewish Congress 
still possesses great potentialities and duties in the 
field of educational and cultural work which is re- 
quired to counteract the alienation of these small 
centers. Its assistance in establishing Jewish schools 
was asked by these communities at the aforementioned 
conference. Its usefulness for Jewish political task 
has greatly increased since differences of opinion 
regarding the organization of relief activities have 
been ironed out. 

The internal life of the Jewish communities of 
Latin America is shaped by the general problems of 
their countries, as well as by the various Zionist 
trends, Jewish relief needs, and cultural activities. 
There is some apprehension regarding manifestations 
of anti-Semitism and concern about the proper man- 
ner in which to combat it. After the revolution of 
July 4, 1943, in Argentina, some anti-Semitic ele- 
ments seeped into influential social circles and for a 
while Jews felt deep concern. But the gloomy an- 
ticipations proved unfounded. Though the Jewish 
community remained neutral during the elections on 
February 24, 1946, the Peron administration has not 
embarked upon a racist policy. Discrimination oc- 
curs only in isolated cases. As far as the immigration 
policy of the government is concerned, it should be 
pointed out again that this is not specifically a Peron- 
ist attitude but is characteristic of all Latin American 
countries. The government of Argentina recognizes 
the Jewish representative body, DAIA (Delegation 
of Jewish Institutions), and frequently grants its 
requests. It is noteworthy that at the request of this 
organization forty-four Jewish refugees were per- 
mitted to land in Buenos Aires by special decree of 
Peron. These refugees had been refused permission 
to land in Brazil because the term of their visas had 
expired and they were in danger of being deported 
to DP camps in Italy. Thanks to the humanitarian 
gesture of General Peron they were spared this 
tragic fate. 
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In connection with this episode of the forty-four 
refugees, a small group of Jews who represented no 
element in the community attempted to establish 
a committee to guide the Jewish community in 
the spirit of the Peron regime. Some government 
circles at first showed a tendency to encourage this 
committee to become the spokesman of the Jewish 
community. But DAIA insisted that the Jewish com- 
munity as such was neither pro- nor anti-Peron; 
individuals could take whichever stand they chose 
but the community could not be bound by any 
political orientation. This dignified stand impressed 
the government and the aforementioned committee 
disappeared from the scene. 


WITHIN the inner life of the Jewish community 
in Argentina there is a noteworthy resurgence of 
Jewish national feeling and an enhanced interest in 
Jewish cultural problems even among elements that 
hitherto tended to assimilate. The Jewish schools are 
developing remarkably. Many of them have erected 
school buildings with the aid of the community. To 
meet the shortage of teachers the Society Khevrah 
Kadishah has established a teachers seminary which 
it maintains with its own funds. This seminary is 
attended by over a hundred students. The Institute 
for the Study of Judaism, another Jewish interme- 
diate school of a religious-orthodox character, has been 
founded and is maintained, peculiarly enough, by the 
non-orthodox Congregacion Israelita de la Republica 
Argentina, in whose temple Sabbath services are ac- 
companied by organ music. This temple was the 
target of a bomb outrage on the annual day of mourn- 
ing, Tishah B’av. The perpetrators of the outrage 
have not been apprehended. Damage of 50,000 pesos 
was caused, Various Christian circles hastened to ex- 
press their sympathy to the Jewish community and 
to condemn the crime. 


Another significant achievement in Jewish cul- 
tural life in Argentina is the extensive publication of 
Yiddish books in Buenos Aires. Through the initia- 
tive of some leaders of the Federation of Polish Jews 
there has been established a publishing house Dos 
Poilishe Yidentum, with Mark Turkover as editor. 
Twenty books were published within a short time and 
ten others are in print. Other books on Jewish sub- 
jects in Yiddish, Hebrew and Spanish are also appear- 
ing. 

In Uruguay, Colombia, Chile and the other demo- 
cratic countries of Latin America the Jewish com- 
munities are developing normally despite occasional 
manifestations of anti-Semitism which are not lack- 
ing in any of these lands. Colombia, which had re- 
cently been the scene of attacks on Jewish-owned 
shops, is now calm and the outbreak is considered to 
have been a passing episode. 

Even though Latin America offers slight pros- 
pects of admitting large-scale Jewish immigration, the 
future of the existing Jewish communities may be 
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viewed with optimism—if no catastrophic events of a 
world-wide nature occur. The economic positions of 
the Jews in these countries is generally good. Assimi- 
latory tendencies are counterbalanced by a resurgent 
desire to conserve and revive Jewish spiritual values 
and by an aroused interest in Judaism. It is important 
however that the major Jewish movements like Zion- 
ism and the World Jewish Congress should increase 
their interest in the small and isolated communities. 


The Arab League Countries 


by Samuel Yaari 


N EARLY 260,000 JEWS today live in the coun- 
tries affiliated with the Arab League (Egypt, 
Transjordan, Syria, Lebanon, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, 
and Yemen). In some of these countries, Iraq for in- 
stance, the Jewish communities are of great antiquity 
and indeed settled before the present Arab inhab- 
itants. But despite the fact of their ancient residence 
in these countries, the economic and civic position 
of these Jews was irremediably damaged during the 
last decade. In the other countries of the Arab Lea- 
gue, the Jews have been relegated to the status of 
second rate citizens, in fact, and in some cases even 
by law. The anti-Zionist agitation of recent years was 
only one of the factors contributing to this deteriora- 
tion. The wave of nationalism that swept the Arab 
world under the influence of Nazi Germany, as well 
as the prevalent xenophobia, directed against all out- 
siders, hit the Jewish communities especially hard 
because they are victims easiest to strike at. Arab 
leaders may utilize every opportunity to distinguish 
between “Jews,” who are desirable citizens, and 
“Zionists” against whom one must fight with all 
means. But this artificial distinction does not exist for 
the Arab masses. 


The mounting hatred of the Moslem population 
has caused great changes among the Jews of the 
Arab countries, and has evoked varying reactions. 
Manifestations of a growing sense of dignity have 
appeared, alongside self-abasement and a wish to 
assimilate and vanish. Zionist sentiment has spread 
among the Jewish masses. The majority of them 
now view emigration to Palestine as their only es- 
cape. But the surrounding hostility has also driven 
small groups to public disavowals of Zionism, which 
stem not from overflowing contentment with their 
lot but from fear of their neighbors. Among the Jew- 
ish youth in the Arab countries a handful hopes for 
salvation from the Communist movements. 

There are no exact data concerning the number of 
Jews in the various Arab countries. The figures 
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cited in this article are derived from old censuses 
and recent estimates. In Transjordan and Saudi Ara- 
bia there are no Jews at all. 


Iraq 

THE largest Jewish community of any country of 
the Arab League is in Iraq. Their number is estimated 
at 130,000, of whom nearly 100,000 live in Baghdad, 
where they constitute about one-quarter of the inhab- 
itants of the city. Other Jewish communities of ap- 
preciable size are found in Basra, in the southern 
part of the country, and in Mosul in the North. The 
remaining Jews are scattered in small groups in 
various towns and villages, especially in the northern 
district of Kurdistan. These isolated communities, 
the descendents of an ancient and prosperous Jewish 
settlement, still speak Aramaic, the language of the 
Babylonian Talmud. 


For a long time, under Turkish rule and later 
when Iraq was governed under a British mandate, 
the Jews of Baghdad enjoyed prosperity and a stand- 
ard of living exceeding that of any other Jewish com- 
munity in an Arab land. More than any other Jews 
they became integrated into the Arab cultural milieu 
and produced a considerable number of authors and 
poets in the Arabic language. They also shared ac- 
tively in the government, and some ministries re- 
quiring specialized knowledge, such as the ministry 
of finance, were largely composed of Jewish officials. 
This period has now passed beyond recall. With the 
coming of independence to Iraq the Jews were made 
to bear the full brunt of an Iraqi nationalism that 
received its inspiration from Nazi Germany. In 1935 
there commenced a process of expelling the Jews 
from official positions. Today Iraq government of- 
fices are virtually judenrein. Institutions of higher 
learning began closing their doors to Jewish students, 
and strenuous efforts were made to displace the Jews 
from trade, which had been almost exclusively in 
their hands before. 


The dragon seed sowed for years by Iraq nation- 
alists and German agents finally bore its fruit in 
the pogrom of June, 1941, on the eve of the libera- 
tion of Baghdad from the forces of Rashid Ali. 
This pogrom lasted several days and resulted in the 
death of 120 Jews, the wounding of about 700 and 
the pauperization of 3,000 families. To this day the 
Jews of Iraq have not recuperated from the shock of 
this blow. Their apprehensions for the future are en- 
hanced by the growing anti-Jewish agitation which is 
masked by anti-Zionist slogans. 


The mass of Jews in Iraq are therefore anxious to 
reach Palestine. Many of them have indeed succeeded 
in finding their way to the country and striking root 
in it. But this immigration has grown ever smaller as 
a result of the oppressive, fanatical policies of the 
government. Today no Jews are allowed to leave 
Iraq for fear they might go to Palestine. In those 
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few and execptional cases when a Jew is permitted 
to go abroad—for medical reasons, for instance—he 
must deposit 2,000 dimars (about 2,000 pounds 
sterling) as a guarantee of his return, and his pass- 
port is stamped “Not valid for Palestine.” This situ- 
ation has created the atmosphere of a concentration 
camp among the Jews in Iraq and has led to anti- 
Zionist manifestations which constitute one of the 
saddest chapters in the history of this community. 
The case of “The Anti-Zionist League” is especially 
enlightening concerning the mood of some of the 
Jewish youth. This League was established by some 
young Jews in September, 1945 and undertook to 
enlighten the Jews and the world at large of the 
“dangers” of Zionism. For a few months it con- 
ducted a voluble anti-Zionist campaign and even 
published a newspaper. But the authorities soon be- 
gan persecuting its members when it became evi- 
dent that most of them were Communists. Today, 
ironically enough, the leaders of the League are be- 
ing tried for harboring alleged Zionists sympathies 
and attempting to undermine the government. 

Despite all these repressions the Jews of Baghdad 
still constitute a developed and well-to-do commun- 
ity. It is led by an elected committee of 60 members 
and maintains 25 schools, numerous religious insti- 
tutions and academies, and a large hospital. In the 
face of outspoken anti-Jewish policy of the govern- 
ment they still occupy important economic positions, 
especially in commerce. But the future is unpredict- 
able in a land where every internal upheaval claims 
Jews as its first victims. 


Egypt 

IN Egypt there are about 70,000 Jews. Half of them 
reside in Cairo and most of the others in Alexan- 
dria.* In recent decades several thousands of Jews 
from Europe immigrated to the country. At one 
time the Egyptian government even invited Jews 
from Germany to come and help develop Egyptian 
industry. 

The situation of the Jews in Egypt is better today 
than that of their coreligionists in other Arab coun- 
tries. Some families, like the Kattawis, Hararis and 
Cicorels, occupy important positions in the social 
and economic life of the country. There is an exten- 
sive middle class and, as usual, in Oriental Jewries a 
poverty-striken stratum. Jewish youth organizations, 
like Young Maccabbee, conduct cultural and sport 
programs, 

But here, too, the new nationalism has not failed 
to show its heavy hand. Precisely because their situa- 
tion has hitherto been one of respect and prosperity 
it is difficult for the Jews of Egypt to become recon- 
ciled to the new attitude of the government. It should 
be noted that this attitude and the resurgence of 





* Jews have an ancient history in Egypt. During the first century 
A.D. some hundreds of thousands of them lived in Alexandria 
alone. 
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xenophobia are not directed against the Jews alone. 
Other minorities, and even the Copts, are also its 
targets. But it is in the nature of the Jewish position 
that they should be the first victims, because they are 
most susceptible to attack. 

The “Egyptianization” of government offices un- 
dermined the economic position of numerous Jews. 
Later decrees were issued aiming at a “purge” in 
Egypt’s economic life. A case in point was the law 
ordering all business concerns to keep their books 
in Arabic. In consequence of this law many Jewish 
bookkeepers, accountants, and clerks were replaced 
by Egyptians. Jewish-owned concerns were especially 
singled out and some were compelled to take Egypt- 
ian partners in order to escape unfavorable attention 
from the government. It should be noted that state- 
less Jews, of whom there are a considerable number 
in Egypt, find it virtually impossible to become nat- 
uralized. 

In more recent days anti-Zionist agitation has been 
added to the other evils. This first reached serious 
proportions during the outbreaks in November, 
1945. Organizations of a fascist nature have cropped 
up, and though competing among themselves they 
are united in their hatred of Jews. The Jews of Egypt, 
and especially their Chief Rabbi Khaim Nakhum, 
have been called upon to repudiate Zionism. The ma- 
jority refused to bow before the threat and only a 
handful of unknowns consented to lend themselves 
to the anti-Zionist crusade. 

The presence of the Mufti of Jerusalem in Egypt 
has added fuel to the flames of hatred. Today one 
can find in the Egyptian press articles taken directly 
from the Nazi press, which do not even pretend to 
make a distinction between Jews and Zionists. The 
pogrom of November, 1945 was a symptom of the 
new winds blowing in Egypt which leave the Jewish 
community at the mercy of an unbridled national- 
ism. 


Syria 

THE Jewish community in Syria, consisting of about 
7,000 persons, is divided between two cities. Some 
2,800 live in Damascus and the remainder in Aleppo. 
Only two decades ago they numbered three to four 
times as many. But economic pressure and fanatical 
nationalism compelled thousands of Jews to emi- 
grate, first to the countries on the American contin- 
ent and later to neighboring Palestine and Lebanon. 
Now, about 80 percent of the Jews of Damascus earn 
their living as peddlers, 15 percent belong to the 
middle class and 5 percent are well-to-do. There are 
six doctors among them, but not a single lawyer, en- 
gineer, or industrialist. The situation of the Jews of 
Aleppo is somewhat superior since they live in a 
district densely settled with minorities—Christians, 
Armenians, Kurds, etc. In all of Syria there are only 
two Jewish schools, established by the Alliance Is- 
taelite Universelle, one in each of the two cities. Jew- 
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ish children who cannot attend these schools must 
resort to French and Jesuit schools. 

Anti-Zionist agitation has caused greater damage 
to the Jews in Syria than in any other community in 
the East. Attempts at moral degradation, in the form 
of compulsory declarations against Zionism, were 
accompanied by other, more direct means of action. 
It was these that lead to the aforementioned emigra- 
tion which often took the form of secret escape from 
the country. When this migration logically turned 
to Palestine the Syrian government embarked upon 
a manhunt after the fleeing Jews. And though thou- 
sands of Syrian Arabs annually cross the border to 
Palestine, it suffices for one Jew to be apprehended 
near the border for the Syrian press to take up a hue 
and cry against all the Jews of Syria. The degrada- 
tion of the Jews reached a summit when Fawzi 
Kaukji, commander of the Arab rebels in Palestine 
in 1936 who spent the war years in Nazi Germany, 
recently returned, and the Jewish community in 
Damascus was compelled to honor him publicly. 
The following incident is likewise revealing: though 
the new election law provides that the Jews of Syria 
have a representative in the legislature, it is reported 
that they asked for the abrogation of this privilege 
in order not to attract too much attention. 


Lebanon 

As A result of the flight from Syria, the number of 
Jews in Lebanon recently increased to 6,000. Nearly 
all of them live in Beirut. Here, too, they do not en- 
joy much peace. The nationalist anti-Zionist wave 
has swept this little country as well. The manhunt 
against Jews trying to enter Palestine is carried on 
vigorously and the press tries to outdo its neighbors 
in anti-Zionist incitation. Little Lebanon, nearly half 
of whose population is Christian, tries to prove to its 
larger Moslem sisters that it is every bit as good as 
they in this respect. The sole Jewish publication in 
the Arabic language appearing in Beirut was com- 
pelled to change its name from “A/ Alami al Israili,” 
(Israelite World) to “As Salam” (Peace). The word 
“Israelite” was too much for the Lebanese national- 
ists. Nevertheless the situation of the few Jews in 
Lebanon is far superior to that of the Jews in Syria. 
The minority communal structure of the population 
and the presence of a large percentage of Christians 
creates a natural ground for the existence of the Jew- 
ish community. It is also necessary to mention the 
friendship of the Maronite Patriarch, Msgr. Pierre 
Aridah, and of some others among the leaders of the 
Maronite church, which helps lighten the gloom. 


Yemen 

THE Jews of Yemen, who had been cut off from the 
centers of Jewry for many centuries, in some won- 
drous manner succeeded in preserving the traditional 
Jewish way of life. At the beginning of this century 
there were 60,000 of them. As a result of their 
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migration to Palestine only about 45,000 are now 
left in that country. 

Living as they do in a country with a fanatical 
Moslem clerical regime, the Jews are still subject to 
laws promulgated against “unbelievers” at the time 
of Mohammedanism’s great conquests. Security of 
life is vouchsafed to them. But in exchange for this 
security they are forced to carry out humiliating 
tasks such as cleaning the public latrines of Sanaa, 
the capital of Yemen. No Jew may ride on a horse 
in that city, or build a house higher than his Moslem 
neighbor’s. No Jew may testify against a Moslem. 
Most injurious is the law by which orphaned Jewish 
children are given to Moslem institutions to be 
raised in the Mohammedan faith. In an effort to cir- 
cumvent this law Yemenite Jews marry off their 
children when they are still young, or more com- 
monly, try to smuggle them to neighboring Aden. 

Tidings of Zionism, which reached the Jews in 
Yemen at the close of the past century through visit- 
ors from Palestine, caused a sort of Messianic revival. 
Thousand of Yemenite Jews clandestinely crossed 
the border to Aden, hoping to proceed to Palestine, 
and although one fourth of the Jews of Yemen have 
already reached Palestine the remaining ones con- 
tinue to flock to this city in the hope of immigration 
certificates and ships to carry them to the Promised 
Land. 
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Four Points 


by David Ben-Gurion 


I WOULD LIKE to try to clarify further the nature 
of the problem which the mandatory power has 
placed before the United Nations, as this is essential 
for defining properly the terms of reference of the 
special committee. Last Friday, the representative of 
the United Kingdom, on behalf of his Government, 
declared that they tried for years to settle the prob- 
lem of Palestine and had failed. They have, there- 
fore, brought the problem to you in the hope that 
the United Nations would find a just solution. 

This statement is open to misunderstanding. The 
mandatory power was not charged with discovering 
a solution to the Palestine problem and its failure 
was not in its inability to find the right solution. 
The mandatory power was charged by the League of 
Nations with the carrying out of a definite settle- 
ment. That settlement was set out and determined 
originally by the United Kingdom herself and subse- 
quenty confirmed by all the Allied and Associated 
Powers in the first World War, as well as by the 
Arabs through Emir Feisal and the Syrian Arab 
Committee. It was later embodied in the Mandate 
approved by fifty-two nations and made international 
law. 

The terms of that settlement, as decreed by the 
conscience and the law of nations, are common 
knowledge. It is the restoration of Palestine to the 
Jewish people. 

At the time the United Kingdom took over the 
Mandate, the problem of Palestine had been clearly 
adjudicated and settled. The failure of the Manda- 
tory Government, as admitted by the British repre- 
sentative, was a failure to carry out the settlement 
agreed upon and entrusted to it by the nations of 
the world. The failure became manifest with the 
introduction of a policy set forth in the White Paper 
of 1939, which violated the most essential terms of 
the Mandate and vitiated its entire purpose. 

The White Paper policy, as you know, was con- 
demned by the permanent Mandates Commission of 
the League of Nations as incompatible with the 
Mandate and with the pledges repeatedly given by 
the Mandatory Government itself. It was also de- 
nounced by the most eminent political leaders of the 
United Kingdom itself, including all the prominent 
members of the present Government of the United 
Kingdom, as a breach of faith. Only recently, the 
White Paper was again unanimously condemned by 
the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry. The 





A STATEMENT made before the UN General Assem- 
bly, May 12, 1947. (Abridged) 


White Paper policy is responsible for the misery and 
deaths of a large number of Jews and for cruel acts 
of expulsion of Jewish refugees. 

It is responsible for establishing in Palestine a 
police state without parallel in the civilized world. 
It is responsible for the introduction in Palestine of 
racial discrimination against Jews in land legisla- 
tion. This is the real nature of the failure of the 
mandatory power. 

Therefore, I venture to suggest that the first prob- 
lem facing the United Nations is how to set right 
that failure and to ensure that international obliga- 
tions toward the Jewish population in Palestine are 
faithfully fulfilled. 


THE second point to which I would like to invite the 
attention of your committee is the fact that in Pales- 
tine you are faced not merely with a large and grow- 
ing number of Jews, but with a distinct Jewish 
nation. There are Jews and Jewish communities in 
many countries, but in Palestine there is a new and 
unique phenomenon—a Jewish nation, with all the 
attributes, characteristic resources and aspirations of 
nationhood. This nationhood springs from a long 
history and an uninterrupted connection for 3,500 
years with its ancestral soil. 

Palestine, which for the Jewish people has always 
been and will always remain the Land of Israel, was 
in the course of centuries conquered and invaded by 
many alien peoples, but none of them ever identified 
its national fate with Palestine. The Jewish nation 
in Palestine is rooted not only in past history but in 
a great living work of reconstruction and rebuilding, 
both of a country and of a people. 

The growth of this nation and its work of recon- 
struction must not and cannot be arrested—and this, 
for two reasons. One is the existence of large num- 
bers of homeless Jews for whom there is no other 
salvation in the future except in their own national 
home. The second is that more than two-thirds of 
the land in Palestine is still waste land, uncultivated, 
unsettled and believed by the Arabs to be uncultivat- 
able. The history of our settlement in the last seventy 
years has shown that this land can be and is being 
cultivated by us. 

This is not because we are more skilled or more 
capable than others, but because this is the only soil 
in the world which we call our own. We are not, 
like our Arab neighbors, in possession of vast under- 
populated territories, like Iraq, Syria, Arabia, etc. 
We must therefore make use of every bit of free land 
in our country, even desert land. 
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ANOTHER observation is this: we are told that the 
Arabs are not responsible for the persecution of the 
Jews in Europe, nor is it their obligation to relieve 
their plight. I wish to make it quite clear that it 
never entered our minds to charge the Arabs with 
solving the Jewish problem, or to ask Arab countries 
to accept Jewish refugees. We are bringing our 
homeless and persecuted Jews to our own country 
and settling them in Jewish towns and villages. 
There are Arab towns and villages in Palestine— 
Nablus, Jenin, Ramleh, Zarnuka, Lydda, Tarshiha. 
You will not find a single Jewish refugee in any of 
them. The Jews who have returned to their country 
are settled in Petakh Tikvah, Rishon le Zion, Tel 
Aviv, Haifa, Jerusalem, Dagania, the Negev and 
other Jewish towns and villages built by us. 

The return of the Jews to their country is a work 
of self-liberation and self-reconstruction, which is 
contributing to the reconstruction and liberation of 
the country as a whole. 


My fourth and last remark is this. We have no 
conflict with the Arab people. On the contrary, it is 
our deep conviction that historically the interests and 
aspirations of the Jewish and Arab peoples are com- 
patible and complementary. What we are doing in 
our country, in Palestine, is reclaiming the land, in- 
creasing the yield of the soil, developing modern 
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agriculture and industry, science, and art, raising the 
dignity of labor, insuring women’s status of equality, 
increasing men’s mastery over nature and working 
out a new civilization based on human equality, free- 
dom and cooperation in a work which we believe is 
as necessary and beneficial for our Arab neighbors 
as for ourselves. 


A Jewish-Arab partnership, based on equality and 
mutual assistance, will help to bring about the re- 
generation of the entire Middle East. We Jews un- 
derstand and deeply sympathize with the urge of the 
Arab people for unity, independence and progress, 
and our Arab neighbors, I hope, will realize that the 
Jews in their own historic homeland, can under no 
conditions be made to remain a subordinate, depen- 
dent minority as they are in all other countries in 
the Diaspora. The Jewish nation in its own country 
must become a free and independent state with 
membership in the United Nations. It is eager to co- 
Operate with its free Arab neighbors to promote the 
economic development, social progress and real in- 
dependence of all the Semitic countries in the Middle 
East. 

I most earnestly suggest to your committee that 
the real, just and lasting solution of the problem 
before you is a Jewish State and a Jewish-Arab 
alliance. 








e We are taking this opportunity to 
extend to our Jewish friends and 


patrons our best wishes for a Happy 





Pepei-Cola and Evervess ere made onty by Pepsi-Cola Company, Lowg Island City, N. Y. 


and Prosperous New Year. 


of Pepsi-Cola end Evervess are sanctioned by The Unioa 
of Orthodox Jewish Coagregations of America 









Botéted locally by Franchised Botélers, 




















SEPTEMBER, 1947 


29 


What Would Lord Balfour Think? 


by Blanche E. C. Dugdale 


I AM FREQUENTLY ASKED this question, and as 
often refuse to try to answer it. It was characteris- 
tic of Lord Balfour, as it is of-all first-class minds, that 
whatever the subject under discussion, he would 
present it in a new light, or from an unexpected 
angle. And the seventeen years which have passed 
since his death have revolutionized the faces of most 
international problems, even though their funda- 
mentals may be discovered untouched. All that I 
would venture to do would be-to provide some clues 
whereby inquirers may deduce for themselves what 
might have been the reactions of a British elder 
statesman and true lover of Zion to the policy which 
has led to the present crisis in Palestinian affairs. 
When Lord Balfour died in 1930, the development 
of Jewish life in the National Home was advanced 
enough to confirm him in his conviction that what 
he was wont to call “the great experiment” was in a 
fair way to be justified, in the interests of all con- 
cerned—including, of course, the Palestine Arabs. 
That was the belief which prompted him to say, as he 
did to me during his last illness, that what he had 
been able to do for the Jewish people might turn out 
to be the “most worth-while thing” he had done in 
all his half-century of public life. Difficulties have 
intensified since his death, but none could have 
shaken his conviction that the Balfour Declaration 
embodied a policy which was morally and practically 
right. And here is the place to say that after 1916 
Lord Balfour never allowed his interest and sympathy 
for the Zionist movement to becloud his critical vision 
of it from the point of view of a responsible British 
statesman. His Scottish unbringing, with its Pres- 
byterian outlook and Biblical training, had sharpened 
his appreciation of all the finest qualities in Jewish 
history and character, and his meeting with Dr. Weiz- 
mann in 1906 had stimulated an understanding of 
Zionism far beyond what the average Englishman 
possesses, All this doubtless made him the more will- 
ing to approve the “great experiment” of the National 
Home. But he would have preferred from the begin- 
ning that the United States should have shared the 
responsibility of the Mandate for Palestine. This 
would have been of a piece with his desire for 
Anglo-American friendship and co-operation in every 
sphere of international politics, which was with him 
a life-long principle passionately held. It was only 
after his visit to the United States in 1917 that, with 
regard to Palestine, he reluctantly gave up the hope, 
and proceeded to throw himself whole-heartedly into 
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the negotiations which culminated in the Balfour 
Declaration. Thus it is not difficult for those who 
knew him to imagine the emotions with which he 
would have viewed British responsibility for the fiasco 
over the Report of the Anglo-American Committee 
of Inquiry in 1946. 


THERE is no better way of arriving at answers to the 
question “What would Balfour think?” than to dis- 
cover what he did think about certain questions which 
were not utterly without resemblance to the Palestine 
problem, and were not less bitterly felt and fiercely 
contested. I mean, of course, the struggle for Irish 
independence, dating from the introduction of Mr. 
Gladstone’s first Home Rule Bill in 1886, until the 
partition of Ireland in 1922. The young Balfour made 
his political reputation as a Parliamentary debater 
against eighty Irish nationalists trained under the 
formidable Parnell, and as a strong head of Irish ad- 
ministration in the days of the Land League terror. 
Who would then have prognosticated that some forty 
years later he would be a member of the Cabinet 
which cut the Gordion knot of the Irish Question and 
brought peace through partition to that “most dis- 
tressful country”? There was very little that Balfour 
did not know about the tragedy of a national struggle 
which can only find its solution by carving up the 
living flesh of a national soul. There can be no doubt 
whatever that he would not have consented to share 
responsibility for that most critical operation if he 
had not been forced to the conclusion that it was now 
the only way. What might have been, was another 
matter altogether. “Twenty years of resolute Gov- 
ernment,” had been the Unionists’ prescription for 
the cure of Irish unrest, coupled with reform of land- 
tenure and other big economic measures. When 
Balfour became responsible for Irish administration 
at the age of forty, I know not how fully he really 
believed that there would be the sufficient cure for 
Irish nationalism. But I am sure that long before the 
end of his life he had realized the truth of Parnell’s 
words, “You cannot set limits to the march of a 
nation.” 

As a lover of history, Balfour took a profound 
interest in the past. As a working politician, he wasted 
little time in analyzing the origins of the situations 
with which he was called upon to deal. Scant would 
have been his sympathy with the people who up to 
the present day persist in furnishing interpretations 
of ambiguous words and phrases in the early docu- 
ments of British policy in Palestine. With the passing 
of the years these futile controversies seem to have 
less and less bearing upon a situation which is in direct 
line of inheritance, not from the Balfour Declaration, 
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but from the White Paper of 1939. Lord Balfour did 
not live to utter his protests against that document. 
What he would have thought about it is no matter 
for conjecture, however, though, alas, none of us 
will ever be able to reconstruct the scathing con- 
tempt with which the great master of debate would 
have scalded the miserable authors of that betrayal of 
British pledges and British honor. For the White 
Paper was a stab in the back to Jewish confidence 
in Britain’s word, and a mortal blow to the hopes of 
Anglo-Jewish partnership in upbuilding the National 
Home, which was an essential part of Balfour's own 
vision of the future in Palestine. Zionists to whom 
he is still a living memory will not have forgotten 
the closing words of the most famous of all his Zion- 
ist speeches, delivered to a Jewish audience in London 
in July 1920. 


“I feel assured” he said then “that we shall 
not fail you and that you will not fail us, 
and that if I am right, as I am sure I am, in 
this prophecy of hope and confidence, 
then surely we may look forward with a 
happy gaze to a future in which Palestine 
will indeed, in the fullest degree; be made 
a home for the Jewish people.” 


All this belongs now to the melancholy realm of 
the “might have beens.” But there are passages in 
this same speech, delivered, be it remembered, twenty- 
seven years ago, which a rising Jewish generation 
might profitably study today. Lord Balfour env- 
merated the chief difficulties confronting the recon- 
struction of Jewish life in Palestine. He put first the 
Arab Question, thereby giving the lie to the ridiculous 
assertion that the authors of the Balfour Declaration 
gave no thought to the Arabs at all. Then, dealing 
with the claims of “self-determination,” he declared 
that its deep underlying principle pointed to a Zionist 
policy. Next he alluded to the difficulties of finding 
room in little Palestine for adequate self-development 
of the Jewish people. These difficulties, he admitted, 
would seem to him overwhelming, were we dealing 
with another people, and different conditions. But 
as it was, he had no fears. 

Re-reading these words, and remembering the date 
at which he uttered them, it seems to me that there is 
no better proof of Lord Balfour’s instinctive under- 
standing of the Zionist spirit. But we come next to 
his solemn warning against certain dangers inherent 
in that very spirit. “The danger that besets the Jewish 
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race is... that they are carried away by the vehemence 
of their passions, the depth and strength of their con- 
victions, and they are unwilling to give the whole- 
hearted trust and confidence in their chosen leaders, 
without which, believe me, this and any other great 
movement must necessarily fail.” 

Utterances like these provide the only reliable clues 
to what Lord Balfour would have thought about the 
problems of today. Terrorism, it is surely unneces- 
sary to say, he would have utterly condemned. It 
would have aroused the cold indignation which could 
On occasion come uppermost in the calm and un- 
ruffled surface of his nature, and I can in this case 
imagine his moral anger enhanced by contempt for 
the folly of the line of action. Lord Balfour estimated 
Jewish intelligence exceedingly high, and nothing 
that happened in his lifetime ever caused him to lower 
it. But he did not suffer fools gladly. 

I have perhaps said enough to show that it would 
be vain to look among his writings or speeches for 
any direct utterance about a Jewish State. The curious 
may draw their own deductions from his constantly 
expressed faith in the growth and development of 
the National Home in Palestine. Balfour was a student 
of science as well as of history. 

When he spoke of “the great experiment” (and it 
is noteworthy how often he used the phrase in the 
early years after the Balfour Declaration), he meant 
it literally. The Zionists had been given their oppor- 
tunity. It remained to be seen what they would make 
of it. The tests were in progress. Ten years after the 
Balfour Declaration, at an Anniversary Dinner in 
London, he still spoke of Jewish development in Pal- 
estine as an experiment, but this time as one of which 
his doubts of success had been “wholly dissipated.” 
But he was far too wise to try to hasten by one hour 
the natural pace of growth in any living organism. 
The National Home was very much alive. Of all the 
criminal follies assembled in the White Paper of 
1939, the attempt to crystallize the National Home 
might, I think, have seemed to Lord Balfour the most 
contemptible. 


I RESIST the temptation to say more, or to quote from 
memories of private conversations which unfor- 
tunately went unrecorded. But all such memories 
strengthen my impression that it was as a Zionist 
that Lord Balfour most abundantly justified his own 
half-joking description of himself as “an optimistic 
pessimist, and a pessimistic optimist.” 

He was always prepared for disappointments, 
though perhaps the course of British policy in Pales- 
tine in recent years might have brought him some 
for which he had not been prepared. But he would 
never have lost faith that in the long run good sense, 
courage, and moral principle are stronger than human 
folly and even wickedness. That was of the essence 
of Lord Balfour’s philosophy, and let it never be for- 
gotten that he was a philosopher before he was a 
politician. 
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The Impact of Jewish Colonization 


by W. J. R. 


i? THE DISPUTE on Palestine, the importance of 
Jewish achievements has been minimized as an 
argument. Some people say that the entire problem is 
purely a matter of higher power politics and can only 
be settled, along with other Near Eastern questions, 
in terms of Russo-American rivalry. References to 
oil and political and strategic interests, bolster up 
this point of view. The argument runs like this: 
Limited American oil resources give vital importance 
to the oil of the Near East, and Arab goodwill must 
therefore be maintained at any cost to prevent the 
Arab rulers from concluding exploitation contracts 
with Russia, and also in order to safeguard the pipe- 
lines and transportation from the Near East to the 
West. Consequently the era of cooperation between 
the United States and the Arab States, inaugurated by 
the exchange of letters between President Roosevelt 
and Ibn Saud, must be kept up and an American 
pro-Arab policy developed. 

Even a superficial analysis of the situation demon- 
strates the fallacy of this sort of reasoning. In the 
still feudal Arab world of today, all oil royalties flow 
into the pockets of the rulers, whose substantial 
wealth stands in gross contrast to the abject poverty of 
the millions of fellahin, or peasants. Not for a mo- 
ment will these rulers entertain the thought of making 
advances to Russia, because if there is one thing they 
want to prevent, it is that Russian influence might 
make their people conscious of their underprivileged 
position. And because they will not turn to Russia, 
they will do all in their power to protect the oil in- 
stallations and oil transports to the West that assure 
them their regular income. The Pan-Arabic front 
they put up and their demands concerning Palestine 
are not a threat to the existing oil arrangements, but 
rather an attempt at obtaining further financial ad- 
vantages from the West in the form of loans and 
credits. For the Arab leaders realize that the mainten- 
ance of their position and privileges depends on 
further close cooperation with the Western Powers. 


IF WE can therefore dispose of the Arab threat of 
turning towards Russia, the question remains what 
the Western Powers can do to assure peace and 
prosperity in the Near East and promote a kind of 
goodwill which will not merely depend on selfish 
motives of a handful of rulers. In other words, how 
can the West convince the Arab masses that democ- 
racy can help them. For those masses will not always 
remain in their present state of helpless dependence, 
and sooner or later the day will come that their 
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sympathies will be of greater importance to the West 
than those of their wealthy overlords. 

In their efforts to create goodwill among the 
masses, the Western Powers cannot count upon the 
cooperation of the Arab rulers, who are as much 
afraid of an awakening of their people by Western 
democratic influence as they are fearful of Com- 
munism. A motley crowd of anti-democratic agitators 
flock around the Court of Egypt, ranging from the 
arch Nazi-sympathizer, former Mufti of Jerusalem, 
and leaders of anti-French parties in North Africa, 
including recently Abd el Krim, instigator of the 
famous Riff rebellion. With the help of these people, 
the Arab rulers might one day attempt to set their 
masses against a// foreign influence by an irre- 
sponsible fanning of Pan-Arab nationalism through 
religious channels. Religious wars have always un- 
leashed all the pent-up fanaticism of the Moslems. 
There undoubtedly exists a deep cleavage between 
the different Mohammedan religious sects, the or- 
thodox Sunnites and the mystic Shiites, the Wahhabi 
and Senussi followers of the Prophet, and others, but 
this could be overcome by a common uprising against 
the West. 

The Western Powers will have to act and act fast. 
Not by words but by deeds. Not by promises but by 
tangible examples showing the fellahin that their 
lot can be bettered, their standards of living raised, 
and their health and social conditions improved. 


For the toiling fellahin, who eke out a miserable 
existence, life has not changed very much during the 
last two thousand years. Bedouin tribes and other 
nomads still live under their tents, graze their herds 
and occasionally fight each other for watering places 
as in the times of Abraham. The desert and sandy 
wastes in Saudi Arabia, in Yemen and in Egypt be- 
yond the delta and the banks of the Nile, in the bar- 
ren steppes of Transjordan, in Iraq, Iran, and Syria 
tell a story of desolation. 

Nowhere is there progress, everywhere regression 
caused by a slow, relentless process of erosion that 
has sapped away the fertility, razed the forests, and 
covered what at the beginning of our Christian era 
were still green pastures with layers over layers of 
sand. Even the surroundings of Lake Tiberias and 
other holy places of sacred memory of the times of 
Jesus have, in the course of centuries, taken on a 
mournful aspect through the growing aridity of the 
Holy Land. 

An inexorable destiny seemed to arrest life itself. 
Arab landowners never looked beyond the confines 
of their property, never had a thought of attacking 
the evil of erosion at its root. They and the fellahin 
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took it as an unavoidable fate, as the will of Allah. 

Then came the Jews. They came to make true the 
ever repeated prayer of countless generations “to 
meet again in Jerusalem.” They came to end their 
wanderings of nineteen centuries, to escape the fate 
of the eternal Ahasuerus, to settle down at last in 
a country of their own and no longer live as strangers 
in foreign lands. Moved by a mystic urge to settle 
again on the land and to leave far behind them the 
role of money-lenders and go-betweens which repel- 
lent surroundings had imposed upon them, they 
wrought wonders. 

Possessed by only one thought, one aim, one desire, 
they put heart and soul and the last ounce of their 
energy into the colofization of their country. Nothing 
could dampen their ardor. They literally rolled back 
the desert, and the soil, covered during centuries by 
stones and sand, turned again into fertile fields and 
blossoming gardens. 


COMPARED to the colonization efforts of other people 
like the British and the Dutch, who had behind them 
the prestige and all the physical and financial re- 
sources of a state, the individual achievement of 
the Jews has been remarkable. They obtained com- 
paratively large contributions from private sources, 
especially in America, but these served mostly for 
purchases of land. The development was achieved 
by the toil of Jewish colonizers who reaped the 
fruit of their work by the sweat of their brow. 

The Jews not only greatly increased the yield of 
the Palestinian soil, they improved general hygiene, 
built hospitals, founded a new social order where 
collective settlement blended with old-established 
capitalist usages; and they succeeded in raising the 
general standards of living. The Arabs who benefited 
from all this, and who were admitted to Jewish labor 
unions and Jewish hospitals, saw their own standard 
of living in Palestine increase in comparison of that 
in other Arab countries. The result of all this was that 
from 1918 to this day the Arab population doubled, 
growing from 600,000 to 1,200,000, through in- 
crease of the birthrate but especially through im- 
migration from other Arab lands. Thanks to Jewish 
efficiency and hard work the Arabs were taught to 
appreciate Western creative genius and organization, 
and were enabled to reap the first benefits of 
democratic freedom and dignity. 


IT Is not true that the Arab people in Palestine are 
against the Jews. With the exception of local banditry 
and artificially created riots, Jews and Arabs have 
lived in peace and understanding. Attacks on Jews 
and resistance to the creation of a Jewish autonomous 
state come from Arab top-level politicos outside 
Palestine, not from the masses. It emanates from 
Arab leaders who constitute the Arab League. This 
much publicized, loud speaking, political League 
formed by the ruling cliques in the different Arab 
countries wishing to retain their feudal privileges, is 
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in reality a shadow organization, because it disposes 
neither of armed might nor of real popular support. 
It has chiefly a nuisance value. If opposed by the 
clearly expressed will of the Western Powers, it is 
likely to collapse. 

If the West were to call the bluff of the Pan-Arab 
leaders, they might indeed go underground in order 
to stir up unrest. Then the Powers would more than 
ever need to counteract their activities and prove to 
the Arab people the value of democracy. This could 
be achieved by giving to the Jews in Palestine the 
opportunity of continuing their colonization efforts. 
If the Jews are given autonomy and if they are 
granted the necessary loans and credits for really 
large scale undertakings, like the Jordan Valley Plan, 
facts will speak a stronger and clearer language than 
any subversive propaganda. 

A country, like America, where such grandiose 
works have been executed as the Tennessee Valley 
Plan, will understand more easily than others what 
Palestine will be able to achieve, if the waters of the 
Jordan are diverted to fertilize thousands of acres on 
both banks of the river, in Palestine and in Trans- 
jordan. Also what results in the way of industrializa- 
tion can be obtained if a pipeline brings the water of 
the Mediterranean to the Dead Sea, which lies 1400 
feet below sea level, using the steep fall for generat- 
ing electric current. 

If the Jews who, with their restricted means, have 
already achieved so much, are enabled to tackle 
projects of this magnitude, the Palestinian example 
will tell. It will be followed by Iraq and by Syria. And 
when vast plains, like the valley between Euphrates 
and Tigris of biblical fame, will have been restored 
to their former fertility, the Arab world will progress 
by leaps and bounds. Abject poverty will be replaced 
by decent living conditions and the Arab masses will 
see before their eyes what democracy can create. The 
Jewish colonization efforts, undertaken with such 
stubborn tenacity and unflinching spirit, are an asset 
which should be valued by the world and made use 
of to build a bridge between the West and the Arab 
countries. 

The United Nations are now called upon to make a 
far-reaching decision. The world is waiting, but those 
who know the Near East and have seen the Jews at 
work, have no doubt as to the outcome. The choice 
lies between progress and regression, enlightened 
freedom or selfish conservatism, the establishment of 
an outpost for democratic cooperation or alliance with 
and appeasement of feudal backwardness. Political 
recognition of Jewish achievements will be beneficial 
to both Jews and Arabs and pave the way for closer 
relations between the democracies and the Near East. 

















Berko Malted Milk Co., Inc. 


242 SOUTH Ist STREET 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 














TIDE WATER ASSOCIATED 
OIL COMPANY 


17 BATTERY PLACE NEW YORK 4, N. Y. 


Makers and Marketers of 


TYDOL FLYING A GASOLINE 


The Gasoline That Will Put Wings On Your Car 


TYDOL ETHYL GASOLINE 
e 
VEEDOL MOTOR OILS - GREASES 
The Famous “Film of Protection” 
td] 
TYDOL HEATING OIL 
Clean Burning - Uniform Quality 


TYCOL INDUSTRIAL LUBRICANTS 


TIDE WATER 
se ASSOCIATED 
OIL COMPANY 








The 
Workers Bank Ltd. 


Tel-Aviv, Palestine 


and 


AMPAL 
AMERICAN PALESTINE 
TRADING CORPORATION 


NEW YORK, N. Y. 


EXTEND NEW YEAR GREETINGS 
TO THEIR SHAREHOLDERS, 
CLIENTS AND FRIENDS 


33 





























JEWISH FRONTIER 


Reconstruction in the Middle East 


by Alfred Bonné 


HE DEEP GULF between the standards of liv- 

ing, health, and education of Western and 
Oriental peoples is basically related to the economic 
contrasts between the industrialized West and the 
still predominantly agrarian East. It is fittingly il- 
lustrated by figures indicating the supply of manu- 
factured goods per head of the population among 
various peoples. A comparison of such figures shows 
that most Western countries live on a far higher 
level than do Eastern lands. The extensive produc- 
tion and consumption of manufactured goods and 
services (such as textiles, household utensils, furni- 
ture, motor vehicles, books and newspapers, radio 
sets, films, pharmaceutical products, etc.) is the most 
characteristic evidence of the modern style of life 
in Western countries. In terms of this yardstick the 
United States, with a per capita supply before the 
war of $254.00 worth of finished factory products, 
ranked first, followed by four British Dominions, 
the United Kingdom, Germany, and minor industrial 
countries, using manufactured goods valued at be- 
tween $164.00 and $100.00; then came the less 
industrialized countries with varying amounts below 
$100.00. Japan’s per capita figure was no more than 
$28.00, but exceeded by far those of China and India 
where the supply of manufactured commodities 
amounted to barely $3.00 per head of the popula- 
tion. In the Middle East, there was the Jewish 
population of Palestine with a per capita supply of 
$100.00 worth of finished factory products, as 
against about $18.00 for the Arab sector. Other 
Arab countries showed an even lower level. Turkey, 
which restricts the import of manufactured goods, 
had an average supply of $10.00 per head. 

These figures refer to the early thirties, but they 
reflect conditions that prevailed practically until the 
beginning of the Second World War. They go to 
show that Oriental populations have to forego most 
of the necessities and amenities of life afforded by 
an adequate supply of industrial goods. 

But whereas in former times, peoples with a 
depressed standard of living acquiesced in their 
destiny, they are now resolved to claim their share 
of the material wealth which modern society has 
to offer. If industrialization holds the key to a 
definite improvement in living conditions, then they 
are determined that industrialization must be adopted 
as an important means of raising the level of sub- 
sistence. 

Actually, however, the majority of Oriental pop- 
ulations are likely to remain workers on the land 


for some time to come. Consequently any approach 
to the question of raising their status, must, in the 
first instance, proceed from the agrarian angle. 


Ir HAS been established in the course of economic 
surveys in these regions that the low level of real 
income and of consumption among the peasant 
masses is due primarily to the very low productivity 
of Oriental agriculture. 


Agricultural Productivity per Male Worker 
in International Units* 
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A policy of improvement in agricultural technique 
and methods, adjusted to conditions in each region, 
is therefore imperative. 


There are, certainly, other important factors. 
Wherever the land is not the property of the peasant, 
an enormous shares of his income is claimed by the 
landowner and by all kinds of middlemen in the 
various stages of production and distribution. This, 
coupled with the frequently exorbitant rate of in- 
terest charged for rural debts, accounts for the 
peasant’s low standard of living. Without rigorous 
measures calculated to effect changes in the present 
distribution of agricultural revenue, only half of the 
work of rehabilitation would be done. No progress 
is possible, unless there is a change for the better 
in all these spheres. 

There can be no doubt, in view of the physical 
debility of large parts of the rural population in the 
Orient, that a bold and far-flung hygiene and health 
policy would go a long way towards improving con- 
ditions. The intellectual and technical potentialities 
of the Oriental masses have never been fully devel- 
oped. The spread of elementary education and vo- 
cational training would be bound to lead to an 
advancement in methods of farming and to a con- 
sequent rise in income. However, in view of an 
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* One International Unit corresponds approximately to one dollar 
and was first introduced by Colin Clark to render possible inter- 
utational comparisons of agricultural productivity. The above com- 
putations are based on the output figures of the period 1933-1935, 
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average annual income of no more than about £5 
per head among the rural Middle East population 
(peacetime level), such measures in the sphere of 
health and education should not be overrated, more 
particularly when one takes into account the ques- 
tion of the rate at which social betterment can be 
achieved by such measures. The effects of a pro- 
gressive education and health policy become ap- 
parent only after a considerable lapse of time, while 
the destitute condition of the peasantry calls for 
measures of a more urgent nature. It is vital, there- 
fore, that a policy be conceived that would be 
capable of producing far-reaching changes in the 
economic and socio-political structure of the coun- 
tries concerned. The main points of such a policy 
may be summarized as follows:- 


(1) Redistribution of national income (including 
reduction of rent, reform of land tenure, improved 
marketing methods) ; 

(2) Raising of productivity and extension of cul- 
tivated area through the inauguration of large-scale 
development schemes, mainly in the field of irrigated 
farming; 

(3) Industrialization as a State policy; 

(4) Establishment of State services on an expand- 
ing scale in the sphere of communications, health, 
education, etc. 


IT Is clear that a program of this magnitude must 
stand and fall upon its success in obtaining the 
whole-hearted support of the State and population 
concerned. 

The difficulties inherent in launching large-scale 
and comprehensive reforms in the economic and 
social field have time and again been encountered 
in Western countries, particularly where conditions 
called for fundamental changes in occupational 
structure, for a redistribution of income, etc. These 
difficulties were trivial compared with those which 
have to be faced in the backward territories of Asia. 
Let us analyze, for example, the relations of the 
people to the State which will have to implement 
the development schemes. 

Even in the early stages of the development of a 
modern industrial capitalism the importance of the 
tole played by the State should not be minimized. 
True, industrialization needs, above all, a class of 
entrepreneurs prepared to perform all the functions 
devolving upon industrial initiators and innovators. 
Western society, indeed, owes a great deal of its 
economic and technical progress since the Industrial 
Revolution to its bourgeoisie; yet there is no deny- 
ing that this class benefited in a large measure from 
the close alliance that existed between the State and 
the urban citizenry, an alliance which played a 
decisive part in the development of modern in- 
dustrial capitalism. Such a class of entrepreneurs 
has not yet emerged in the East, nor has the con- 
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cept of the modern state and the relationships in- 
volved in it pentrated into the consciousness of the 
people. The political regime of many Oriental States 
is based on the rule of large landowners over the 
small landowners or the landless classes. The con- 
centration of landed property in the hands of large 
landowners has, almost to the present day, given 
the Oriental State the character of a class-State, re- 
sembling that of the feudal States of Europe during 
the early Middle Ages. This resemblance can be 
traced not only in analogous spiritual foundations, 
as in the unity of the political and religious com- 
munity in the Islamic East, but also in the absence 
of any genuine representation of the interests of the 
landless population. As a consequence, an attitude 
of indifference towards the State has persisted, which 
can only with difficulty be overcome. The great 
tradition of constitutional history in Western States, 
every phase of which evokes associations of the 
struggle of the common people for political libera- 
tion and for civil rights, is absent in these regions. 
An extensive experiment by State authorities in 
Oriental countries to reconstruct or regenerate the 
social structure, even where it is quite honestly de- 
signed, must first pierce through a layer of mistrust 
or lack of understanding, if it is to find response. 


No less necessary for the success of comprehensive 
planning is a capable, modern civil service. The 
civil service developed simultaneously with the West- 
ern State as a result of historical conditions, and 
modern Society cannot be imagined without it. The 
reliable and loyal administrative apparatus of the 
modern State, and of modern organizations and 
associations generally is not characteristic only of a 
capitalist or liberal regime. A socialist community 
requires it even more, in view of the stricter standards 
and values demanded. It may be contended that a 
socialist regime must stand or fall by the loyalty 
and efficiency of its civil service. 


THE problem, How in these circumstances to in- 
augurate so ambitious a program, is indeed one of 
the first magnitude; but it is not a new one. There 
exist several avenues of approach, which may profit- 
ably be explored. 


As early as the nineteenth century, outstanding 
reformers with a deep insight into the nature of 
Oriental society were proceeding along the lines of 
a development policy enforced “from above.” This 
was not a policy introduced from without by a foreign 
power, but it was an imposed policy all the same, 
i.e., imposed through State initiative and State man- 
agement. Its authors had the interest of their coun- 
try at heart and knew that only through a Jeap from 
an economic regime based on feudalism to one em- 
ploying methods resembling modern State planning 
could they hope to achieve tangible results. Their 
chief objectives were to provide a substitute for 
capitalist incentive, to procure financial resources 
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without loss of political independence, and to re- 
generate the social body. 

There is, perhaps, no better object lesson than 
that afforded by the experiments of Mohammed 
Ali in Egypt more than a hundred years ago. His 
plan to transplant the Industrial Revolution to 
Egypt came to nothing, because the Egyptian pop- 
ulation and State machinery of his time failed to 
grasp the importance of Mohammed Ali's daring 
ideas. Similar attempts made in the Ottoman 
Empire achieved no more than ephemeral success. 

One of the most valuable conclusions to be 
drawn from this chapter of Oriental history, as 
well as from the far more successful attempts of 
our day in Turkey and Palestine, is the primary 
importance of an effective ideology backing up 
such processes of transformation. 

The leaders of the young Turkish Republic at- 
tempted to create the necessary basis for social and 
economic changes by an extensive use of State 
initiative and guidance, both direct and indirect, in 
almost all fields, economic and social. For this 
purpose the whole administrative apparatus had 
to be recast. Over and above this, however, the 
program required a population which was capable 
of understanding the objectives of the new State, 
and was prepared to identify itself with them, and 
become a willing pioneer for the foreign and do- 
mestic policies of its country. The frequently ex- 
treme and tempestous measures intended to stim- 
ulate a new national feeling, a new Turkish State 
enthusiasm, and a new Turkish culture, must be 
understood in this light. No final judgment can 
as yet be passed as to the measure of success of 
Turkish étatisme, but in any case it constitutes a 
most significant avenue of approach to the solution 
of reconstruction problems in Oriental countries. 

Another approach is exemplified in Palestine. It 
has yielded instructive results, notably in the spheres 
of agricultural settlement and _industrialization. 
What has been achieved in that country is the more 
remarkable as there was but little encouragement 
on the part of the Government. Progress in Pales- 
tine had to fight its way through many obstacles 
created by the lack of imagination displayed by the 
authorities. It is not enough, as has sometimes 
been done, to point to the sums of money that 
have been poured into Palestine as an explanation 
of the success of planned development in that 
country. Without in any way underrating the sig- 
nificance of this capital influx, any evaluation of 
the Jewish reconstruction effort in Palestine must 
give full credit to the ideological and other driving 
forces behind it. Two incentives are at work. One 
is the establishment of an independent national 
home for the Jewish people. The idea of a rebirth 
of the Jewish People in Palestine gained momentum 
after the great calamity that befell the Jews 
in Europe following the rise of Nazism. The other 
incentive is the connection of modern Jewish thought 
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with world-wide movements for the betterment of 
living conditions and for the establishment of social 
justice. It is this source to which the new forms of 
agricultural and industrial enterprise that have de- 
veloped in Palestine, particularly the co-operative 
and collective settlements, owe their origin. 

Of still another kind, though no less interesting, 
is the lesson offered by the Sudan, likewise a Middle 
Eastern territory. There are several big develop- 
ment schemes operated in the Sudan. One, called 
the “Jezirah Scheme,” now covers one million acres. 
It is run on a share-farming basis. The Government, 
tenant-cultivators, and the Sudan Plantation Syn- 
dicate have formed a triple partnership, whose basic 
shares are 40%, 40%, and 20% respectively. This 
Government meets the capital, interest, and main- 
tenance cost of the Sennar Dam, canals, and drains 
and, in addition, certain outlay for rentals paid to 
the original landowners. The Syndicate developed 
the land and controls the water courses, supervises 
the farming operations and the marketing of the 
cotton crop, which is the foundation of the whole 
scheme. Other schemes are the “Alternative Live- 
lihood Schemes in the Sudan” and the “Gash Board 
Scheme.” In both cases the role of Government is 
conspicuous. In the first, the Government itself 
undertakes the duties performed by the Syndicate 
in the “Jezirah Scheme,” and carries them out 
through native agencies. In the “Gash Board Project,” 
the Board, with capital subscribed entirely by the 
Government, directs the development activities un- 
der that scheme. This Board is composed of three 
high Government officials and runs the area in 
ordinary commercial form but separate from the 
rest of the Government accounts. The results of 
these various arrangements are rated very favorably. 
The schemes are considered to have opened new 
vistas for reconstruction of agriculture in the East. 


IN THE discussion of the subject of Oriental recon- 
struction, negative features like over-population, lack 
of capital, backward social conditions, etc., have not 
infrequently been pointed to as almost unsurmount- 
able handicaps to any advance. It would be wrong, 
however, to emphasize only the negative features and 
to regard the Middle East as doomed to remain a 
static social and economic entity. On the contrary, 
a determined policy of development, promoted and 
guided by the States concerned, could harness the 
great latent potentialities of the region for the bene- 
fit of their millions of inhabitants. The economic 
and demographic lessons of the nineteenth century 
and recent experience of the importance of State 
regulation of economic life combine to show that 
a rational economic policy could meet even the 
problems involved in a large increase of population. 
The example of the West indicates that the coun- 
tries of the Middle East must work toward the ra- 
tional use of cultivable and irrigable soil, and 
toward gradual industrialization. This would alter 
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the ratio of primary industry (agriculture) to sec- 
ondary and tertiary occupations (industries and 


| May the New Year bring services) in favor of the two latter. Although agri- 
$ Everlasting Peace to All Mankind cultural potentialities have pride of place in the 
Middle East, other prospects of economic develop- 

© ment should not be underrated. Industrialization, 


primarily for producing consumer’s goods, would 
absorb large numbers of people leaving the vil- 
lages for the towns. 

The countries of the Middle East are by no means 
poor in mineral resources, though their natural 
wealth cannot be compared with that of the par- 
ticularly favored regions of Europe or America; with 
one exception: oil. The oil resources of Arabia, Iraq, 
Iran, Egypt, and Syria constitute a vast and unique 
treasure, apart from their immediate value for in- 
dustrial and technical development in Middle East- 
THE PHILADELPHIA ELECTRIC COMPANY wishes its ern countries. Other natural raw materials of the 

many friends of the Jewish Community a Middle East, such as the potash of the Dead Sea 
and the minerals of Egypt and Turkey, are also im- 
portant factors in determining the economic margin 
available for the growth of population. 
e In Egypt, alone among Middle Eastern countries, 
is there a high density of population, with land unit 
per family reduced to the utmost. Iraq, Syria, Trans- 
PHILADELPHIA ELECTRIC COMPANY jordan, and the other Middle East countries are all 
under-populated and could, even at the most cau- 
tious estimate, provide many millions more with 
work and livelihood. 
= The sparse population of this enormous region 
is even today the most striking impression gathered 
| Ab / d , by the traveller. Apart from a few areas near the 
ouday Greetings coast or along the main rivers, there are huge deso- 
late or thinly cultivated stretches, sometimes several 
thousands of square kilometres in extent, with only 
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one or two. impoverished villages or nomad encamp- 

be LUE E FE an , In €. ments. At the same time, traces are found on all 

sides of former habitations of a period dating from 
93 WORTH STREET ancient days to the not-too-distant past; the empty 





| NEW YORK CITY wastes of today were the densely populated homes 
of antique culture and civilization. 

To sum up, the Middle East as a whole embraces 
vast areas of unused but cultivable land, largely de- 
void of population. The special feature of this area 

H LEWKOWITZ In Cc is that, unlike countries of the temperate zone, 

s ] ° the exploitation of its agricultural potentialities is 
JEWELER mainly dependent on irrigation. Irrigated agricul- 

2 ture calls for a considerable investment of capital; 

but no less essential is additional labor, and thus a 

288 GRAND STREET, NEW YORK = large population. It advantage is that it results in 

x a manifold increase in productivity and a substan- 

SINCE 1888 % tial expansion of the yield per unit area, even when 

compared with those zones where irrigated cultiva- 
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reached its optimum level. It may be estimated that 
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It is no accident that Zionist experts and political 
leaders have long been concerned with these matters 
and have tried to work out their concept of Zionism 
within the framework of a reconstructed Middle 
East. The Jews of Palestine are vitally interested in 
bridging the large gap between Arab and Jewish 
standards of living, wages, productivity, etc. In 
their eyes, an adjustment, an approximation of the 
level of the Arab communities in and around Pal- 
estine to the Jewish one would cement social and 
economic relations between the two communities in 
the country. Nor is Jewish concern in this process 
of adjustment a matter only of economic self-interest. 
Modern Jewish thought in Palestine has been con- 
nected since its first manifestations with world move- 
ments for the betterment of living conditions. It can- 
not ignore the distress, squalor and destitution 
prevailing in the areas surrounding the ancient 
homeland. The Jewish Nation is prepared to con- 
tribute its share towards founding a better econ- 
omic and social life in this part of the world, in 
the unshakeable belief that its own place is assured 
in the new society of Oriental peoples. 

The international bodies have shouldered a great 
responsibility as regards not only the reconstruction 
of Europe but also the rehabilitation of those back- 
ward and neglected regions that constitute the an- 
cient cradle of human civilization. It is probably 
from such considerations that Professor Laski has 
recently used the term “Socialist Empire,” a phrase 
which implies the great commitments of a Western 
Power towards the backward areas under its rule. 
The United Nations are no less committed both 
by the spirit of the new charters and by their actual 
wording. However, the approach to comprehensive 
regional planning must not ignore the lessons taught 
by recent experience in the Middle East. The gist 
of these is that, unless a stimulus exists among the 
population, a vigorous ideology which is capable 
of rousing the masses or, failing that, unless there 
is a Government prepared to identify itself with an 
active development program, the indigenous so- 


ciety will find it most difficult to raise itself out of 
the rut of primitive economic conditions. 


| CLOAK, SKIRT & DRESS PRESSERS' | 


UNION — Local No. 35 


| 
60 WEST 35th STREET | 





oJ ‘Pp 6 ~~ «6UO'T! ‘Vv —— e 


a 6 





SEPTEMBER, 1947 


41 


Land and Water 


by Eliezer Kaplan 


The Legend of Land Scarcity 

HE LATEST MEMORANDUM of the Govern- 

ment of Palestine on “The Administration of 
Palestine under the Mandate” states that “under Brit- 
ish rule in Palestine the main impediment to large- 
scale planning was however and remains uncertainty 
as to the availability of land not only for close settle- 
ment of an additional agricultural population, but 
adequately to support the existing population. The 
position as regards water resources was equally char- 
acterised by imprecision.” Please note that this un- 
certainty and imprecision still hold good in the 
mind of the Government after twenty-seven years 
of rule in the country. It might perhaps not unreason- 
ably have been anticipated that, if the Government 
of Palestine was so uncertain of the land and water 
resources of the country, it might have used more of 
its resources during the past twenty-seven years to go 
thoroughly into these questions instead of leaving 
them predominantly to Jewish public and private 
bodies. 

The Government has, on the other hand, not re- 
frained from translating its uncertainties into policies 
that stand as barriers across the main line of economic 
progress. Despite the uncertainty in its own judg- 
ments, the Government justifies the White Paper by 
the argument that “there was no room in certain 
areas for further transfers of Arab land, while in 
some other areas such transfers of land must be re- 
stricted if Arab cultivators were to maintain their 
existing standard of life and a considerable landless 
Arab population was not soon to be created.” 
“In fact, a review of the condition of congestion in 
Arab and Jewish rural areas carried out in 1938, had 
indicated serious congestion in almost the whole of 
the Arab area, whereas Jewish land supported fewer 
families in proportion to the acreage.” 

In my evidence before the Anglo-American Com- 
mittee, p. 156, I repudiated this assertion with regard 
to the use of land at Jewish disposal. If we take only 
the rural population, we have a ratio between Jewish 
and ‘Arab population of 1 to 5 in Palestine as com- 
pared with a ratio of 1 to 10 in the amount of culti- 
vated land owned by Jews and Arabs. Further, in 
accordance with Government statistics relating to 
1944-45, the ratio of Jewish to Arab cultivated land 
under main groups of crops (excluding citrus) was 
1 to 13, while the ratio of value of crops was 1 to 
4Y,. Jewish rural population is therefore twice as 
dense as Arab rural population per unit of cultivated 
land, and Jewish output is three times as great as 
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A STATEMENT before the UN Special Committee 
(Excerpts) 


Arab output per unit of cultivated land. Nevertheless 
the Government now again cites conclusions of a 
“review” made in 1938—a review never put at our 
disposal so that we might be able to analyse it and 
show how it had fallen into error. At the same time 
the Government ignores its own published figures, 
which flatly contradict the conclusion of this 1938 
“review.” 


GENTLEMEN, with a clear conscience I say: the truth 
is that this litle country contains sufficient land and 
water to feed not only its present population but twice 
and thrice this number. I say it upon the strength of 
our colonizing experience during three generations 
and on the basis of the scientific research which we 
have conducted during the past thirty-five years. Of 
course Palestine, like many other countries, cannot 
and should not produce everything. But then Pales- 
tine produces some commodities in abundance which 
other countries will gladly take from her in exchange 
for products of which she is short. . . . 

The total area of Western Palestine is about 26,- 
400,000 dunams (about 6,600,000 acres). About a 
third of this area is uninhabited desert and largely 
unexplored. Of the remaining 17,000,000 dunams 
about 9,000,000 are cultivated, though some of it 
not permanently, and about 8,000,000 are unculti- 
vated and given up by the Government as uncultiva- 
ble. We have shown by experience and reasonable 
analogy that this area of cultivable land can be in- 
creased by millions of dunams, which would provide 
a livelihood to tens of thousands of families in agri- 
culture. 

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, you have visited the 
Negev. In accordance with Government figures there 
are in that area about 1,600,000 dunams of cultivable 
land of which only one-half is cultivated. You have 
seen the primitive form of cultivation which now 
prevails, and you have seen the beginnings of our 
efforts to convert this semi-desert into a highly cul- 
tivated area. It calls for vision, and certainly we 
cannot always claim success. We are pursuing the 
method of trial and error. After observing the expe- 
rience of three experimental settlements over a period 
of three years, we established an additional 13 settle- 
ments during the past ten months. I should rather 
say the nuclei of additional settlements. We have 
tried to study the climatic conditions, the proper form 
of cultivation; we have tried to bring water to these 
places. You have seen the dam and the reservoir at 
Revivim. It was quite costly, as is each new experi- 
ment, but—from the point of view of the develop- 
ment work that will be carried out there in the 
future—such a cost is amply justified. In the neigh- 
bourhood of Beersheba, on a plateau 300 metres above 
sea level, we are trying a different system of water 
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supply—that of underground storage. By building 
a number of lower dams, we are trying to stop the 
fast-flow of flood water and to recharge the under- 
ground basin. Experiments have shown that by this 
method an accumulation of millions of cubic metres 
of water is possible. We are trying a third method of 
bringing water from a distance, and you have seen 
the work done at Nir Am and our water pipe line that 
may soon cover a distance of 164 kilometres. The 
cost of the water through the pipeline will be, in its 
first stage, about 16 mils (about 6% cents) per cubic 
metre. But again we are still in the stage of experi- 
mentation. Higher than average water costs are jus- 
tified in this arid zone, Water will bring a blessing not 
only to the Jewish settlements but to the whole area. 
We are already supplying water to Arab neighbors. 
During your visits you have no doubt had an op- 
portunity to see our work of reclamation in other 
parts of the country. You saw that we have succeeded 
in converting large areas of so-called bad land into 
what is now among the most productive parts of the 
country. May I mention that of the one million du- 
nams of land acquired by the Jews during the last 
twenty-five years, more than half was thought to be 
uncultivable and unhealthy waste land. The total area 
reclaimed by us is more than 600,000 dunams and we 
believe that larger possibilities are still before us in 
this country. More than half of Northern Palestine— 
about eight million dunams—consists of hill country, 
of which only about two million dunams, according to 
Government statistics, are cultivated. This very low 
ratio of cultivation is the result of centuries of neg- 
lect. By deforestation, overgrazing, and improper 
cultivation, large areas have been reduced to rocks 
and boulders. The soil itself is of the highest fertility. 
Many of these areas can be revived, and I state this 
on the strength of the achievements both of our set- 
tlements on the hills and of many Arab farms. All 
this area is now part of the prohibited zone. We firmly 
believe that the White Paper of 1939, with its land 
prohibitions and restriction, was not only a blow to 
the Jews but continues to be a major handicap to the 
proper development of the country as a whole. So 
much for the legend of the scarcity of land... . 


THE Government of Palestine stresses the great ob- 
stacles in the way of rapid development. Certainly 
they exist, but these obstacles are not the scarcity of 
natural resources but are rather connected first of all 
with the present system of tenure of land, then with 
the lack of education and training, and finally, with 
the lack of capital. All these obstacles call for a bold 
development scheme. The system of land tenure and 
the extreme fragmentation of holdings call urgently 
for a through-going land reform; lack of capital can 
be made good by additional Jewish immigration and 
new farm credit facilities; marketing possibilities can 
be provided by a rise in the standard of living and by 
additional Jewish immigration. Irrigation water can 
be provided in exchange for land. Training calls for 
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example. There must be Government intervention, 
guidance and planning; without Government author- 
ity and initiative, it is hardly possible to carry out 
large development schemes. But I regret to say that 
our experience under the present regime has been a 
disappointing one. The Government of Palestine has 
lacked imagination, determination, and interest in 
economic development. The aim of the Mandatory 
Government's intervention in economic affairs has 
been “keeping the balance”— mainly not develop- 
ment but restriction, and the sufferers have been Jews 
and Arabs alike. 

I have mentioned briefly the land regulation. Only 
this week we were confronted with the publication of 
a draft law called “Irrigation Water Bill, 1947.” We 
were amazed by the Government’s decision to intro- 
duce such radical legislation, putting all underground 
water under strict Government bureaucratic control 
without recourse to the courts, at a time when the 
whole question of Palestine is sub judice. The general 
tendency of this law, as of most other laws enacted 
since 1939, is restrictive and not creative. What Pal- 
estine needs is a Governmental authority which is 
determined to execute large development schemes 
combined with large immigration. Such development 
initiative is the primary economic requirement both 
of the Jewish and Arab population now resident in 
the country and of the many hundreds of thousands 
of Jews who need to come here. 


The Legend of Water 
Scarcity 


I TURN now to the second of our stultifying legends 
—that of the scarcity of water in Palestine. 

About forty years ago, in 1908, the Zionist organiza- 
tion started its colonizing work in this country. There 
was then not a single modern well in Palestine. About 
fifteen years later, the total irrigated area in Palestine 
was about 30,000 to 40,000 dunams. Now the area 
under irrigation totals 450,000 dunams, which 
means that in the last twenty-five years the area has 
increased more than ten-fold. But we are confident 
that it is possible to increase the irrigated area further 
to an amount totalling at least eight times as much as 
is now irrigated. In this direction lies the future of 
Palestine’s agriculture. We are only at the beginning. 
The discovery of water is, in our view, the greatest 
discovery ever made in Palestine. I would like to say 
that in the last fifteen months we have had quite a 
number of further striking successes in finding 
water in different parts of the country. 

I discussed the question of irrigation at length in 
my statement before the Anglo-American Committee, 
and on that occasion explained the work of our water 
companies and the schemes prepared by local and 
American experts, especially the over-all irrigation 
scheme prepared by Messrs. Hays and Savage. Mr. 
Hays is an outstanding American irrigation engineer, 
with very wide experinece, while to Mr. Savege may 
perhaps be accorded the title of the foremost irriga- 
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tion engineer of our times. I understand now that the 
Hays-Savage scheme is contested, in some particulars, 
by the Palestine Government's water officers. We 
proposed fifteen months ago that a round-table con- 
ference should be held where the American experts 
and the water officers of the Palestine Government 
would be brought together in order to clear up the 
differences of opinion. Some members of the Anglo- 
American Committee heard the explanation of Messrs. 
Hays and Savage, but I regret to state that the Gov- 
ernment representatives did not appear at that meeting 
and up till now most of the criticism of the Govern- 
ment has been kept secret. This seems to us an ex- 
tremely strange way for a Mandatory to deal with a 
scientific and technical question that is of the greatest 
importance for the development of our country. 

Mr. Chairman, I am in a position to state that our 
local and American experts are ready to appear before 
you whenever you desire; they are ready to appear be- 
fore you in Europe if that is more convenient, and, 
they are prepared to give you or any competent en- 
gineer you may designate any explanations you may 
care to have of their scheme. In accordance with Mr. 
Hays’ report an additional area of about 2.5 million 
dunams, beyond what is now irrigated, can be ir- 
rigated by utilizing the water sources of this country. 
He envisages a further development by way of co- 
operation with the neighboring countries. 

Our agricultural Research Institute at Rekhovot 
has followed up the Hays-Savage scheme by more 
detailed calculations of actual water requirements, by 
crop and region. They have prepared cultivation plans 
in accordance with the soil and climatic conditions pre- 
vailing in various parts of the country, and they 
have reached the conclusion that with the same quan- 
tity of water as estimated by Mr. Hays a further area 
of about 800,000 dunams can be irrigated, bringing 
the total area of new irrigable land up to 3,300,000 
dunams. About 120,000 intensive farm units can be 
established under this scheme; this means doubling 
the agricultural population of Palestine. We estimate 
that there are now in Palestine about 85,000 Arab 
farm units, and about 15,000 to 16,000 Jewish farm 
units. 

Arguments have been brought against this scheme, 
questioning the quantity of water available and the 
feasibility of the scheme because of the present form 
of land tenure, and also stressing the high price of 
water. I do not intend to go again into all these ques- 
tions. As regards the high cost of water I would like 
to stress again that what is decisive is not the absolute 
price of the water, but the relation of the cost of 
water to the value of crops produced. Our Agricul- 
tural Research Institute has made a detailed study of 
the ratio of the cost of water to the value of different 
crops in the different parts of the country, and they 
came to the encouraging conclusion that a price up 
to 214 mil per cubic metre is an economic one as re- 
gards most of the products of an intensified farm unit, 
even assuming the low prewar level of agricultural 
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prices. Mr. Hays believes that the price of water in 
Palestine will be less than two mils. He emphasizes 
that the water will cost less here than in California. 
We know that it will be less than that paid in many 
places in Palestine before the war. 


Plan for Irrigated Development 


MR. Chairman and gentlemen, in order to narrow the 
field of controversy, and to explain the large develop- 
ment possibil ties, we instructed our Agricultural Re- 
search Institute to prepare an additional plan as a 
part of Mr. Hays’ over-all scheme based upon quanti- 
ties of water which are undisputably known to be 
available for irrigation and which do not raise serious 
objections as to cost. It was laid down by this instruc- 
tion that such schemes should not embrace the whole 
of agricultural Palestine but only limited areas of cul- 
tivated or cultivable land which could be brought 
under irrigation under the most economic conditions. 
After careful examination of the soils, of the climatic 
influences, of the water available, of agricultural prac- 
tices, of marketing demands, eleven agricultural dis- 
tricts were chosen extending over a development 
area of 2.5 million dunams (all to be cultivated in 
an irrigated and intensive manner). The major part 
(about one and a half million dunams) of this area is 
in the coastal plain; this area requires one million 
cubic metres for irrigation. The rest of the develop- 
ment area consists of inland plains—valleys known 
as the Khuleh, the Valley of Jezreel and Esdraelon, 
and others. These inland plains cover an area of 
about one million dunams; they require about 600,- 
000 cubic metres of water for their irrigation. 

The authors of this limited scheme confined them- 
selves to no more than 60 percent of the irrigable 
area, of plain land and to a quantity of water which 
is available even at the most conservative estimate 
of water potentialities in Palestine. (Official and most 
conservative experts agree that at least two million 
cubic metres of water are available for agriculture 
and other uses.) An important feature of this develop- 
ment plan is the carefully worked out “water duty,” 
which is not derived by a purely statistical average 
but is a directly computed sum of the quantity of 
water actually required by the various crops under 
the actual conditions of their growth, taking into 
consideration soil, climate, season and farm practice. 

The development area under consideration in this 
most recent scheme contains at present 45,000 farm 
units, Jewish and Arab, in the approximate proportion 
of 1 to 2. The plan envisages the establishment of 
an additional 50,000 farm units on the same area, 
bringing the total to about 100,000 farming families. 
In addition there would be about 25,000 to 30,000 
families in this area engaged in other rural occupa- 
tions. A comparison of the value of the agricultural 
output from the area in question, at prewar prices, 
before and after development will illustrate clearly 
the resulting change. While the present value of the 
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farm output of the area is about 5 million pounds, 
the estimated value of the future output is about 18 
million pounds. The net income of an Arab tarm, 
which paid no rent or interest, was authoritatively 
estimated at between 30 and 40 pounds in pre-war 
years, while the development scheme provides for 
a net income of 60 pounds at pre-war prices in the 
first stage of the plan, which will grow to 100 pounds 
in its final stages. In the case of a mature Jewish farm, 
this net return is now about 100 pounds to 120 
pounds at pre-war prices if the farmer practices ir- 
rigation and mixed farming. In the Jewish section, 
the development plan is mainly designed to increase 
the number of farms, the principle of intensification 
and diversification having been well established... . 

As I have stressed earlier, we asked that this de- 
velopment plan be prepared within the general 
framework of the Hays-Savage Report, into which a 
series of regional or local water projects can fit at 
various stages. These water projects would be capable 
of functioning separately to a large extent. The link- 
ing of regional water projects insures their advanta- 
geous functioning and collateral safety in that each 
can, when necessary, rely upon the surplus water re- 
serve of the other. This fact becomes of the utmost 
importance when it is considered that both water re- 
sources and rainfall are evenly distributed in the 
country. The Hays-Savage design permits great elas- 
ticity in the carrying out of the work in such stages. 
Working schemes, balance sheets of the different 
types of farms and estimates of production have all 
been prepared, and—provided a market for the prod- 
uce is assured by new urban development—the whole 
scheme is economically sound, 

We consider it dangerous to neglect the market 
factor in planning for agricultural improvement. Our 
plans are very cost-conscious, and therefore we must 
emphasize that the presence of a large number of 
new consumers is a pre-condition for the full utiliza- 
tion of the agricultural resources of Palestine. Modern 
agricultural development depends upon urban de- 
velopment. For that reason, I said in my statement 
before the Anglo-American Committee that the whole 
discussion of the quantity of water is not relevant to 
the present proposal made by the Jewish Agency with 
regard to the immigration of the first million Jews. 
Even the limited scheme designed by our Agricultural 
Experimental Station provides for more additional ir- 
rigated land than would be needed to meet the agri- 
cultural needs of an additional Jewish immigration 
of one million persons. As shown in our memoranda 
submitted to the Anglo-American Committee, the 
quantity of irrigated land needed for an additional 
Jewish population associated with one million immi- 
grants is about 650,000 dunams and the quantity of 
water needed is about 450,000 cubic metres. These 
quantities of land and water are certainly available. 
There is no question that Palestine has far more land 
and water than are required for a Jewish immigration 
of one million. 
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Immigration: The Basic Problem 


by Frank W. Buxton 


— AND PUBLIC messages from Geneva 
indicate that various recommendations of the 
United Nations Special Committee on Palestine will 
resemble in many respects those which the Anglo- 
American Committee of Inquiry made in April, 
1946. The major proposals of UNSCOP may not, 
probably will not, duplicate the ten points of AACI, 
but the awaited program will almost certainly echo 
several of the items submitted unanimously by the 
twelve Americans and Englishmen. 


THE United Nations cannot decently ask the General 
Assembly to consider the advisability of converting 
or perverting all of Palestine into an Arab principal- 
ity, and the eleven men might well counsel strongly 
against such an arrangement. A contrivance of this 
kind would result in a political catastrophe, in eco- 
nomic disaster, in social retrogression, in a rebuke and 
a rebuff to western civilization, in a smothering of 
the most benign and promising pioneer venture of 
modern years, in an approval of national stagnation 
and in a glorification of the fugitive Grand Mufti. 
The arguments against an Arab State dominating 
Palestine were so numerous and impressive that no 
member of the Anglo-American Committee ever 
referred formally to the possibility. 

The McMahon correspondence, the Sykes-Picot 
agreement and the various other documents which 
Mr. George Antonius has sanctified in The Arab 
Awakening, were well known, of course, to the 
Anglo-American group. Not a single individual at- 
tached any substantial value to the material and to 
the conclusions distilled therefrom by Arab repre- 
sentatives. It seems extremely improbable, therefore, 
that the subject will even be discussed by open- 
minded men. A recommendation for an Arab state 
would be so shocking that even the placid gentlemen 
of the Department of State would be compelled to 
break their silence and abandon their timidity. The 
United Nations committee as a whole would discredit 
itself by countenancing such a recommendation. 


ANOTHER probable resemblance between the 
scotched Anglo-American and the forthcoming report, 
concerns the subject of a Jewish State embracing all 
of Palestine. The United Nations committee will 
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hardly care to endorse the idealistic program on 
which extreme Zionists have set their heart. The 
subordination of 1,100,000 or 1,200,000 Arabs to 
600,000 or 700,000 Jews in a country which each 
community claims as its birthright and promised pos- 
session, would be a denial to the Arabs of elementary 
popular rights and of democratic equity. World 
opinion would run counter to that harsh negation. 
The judgment of a large majority of Jews and Chris- 
tians in the United States, which has become the 
center of world Jewry, would be against such a dep- 
tivation. 


Such a Jewish State might, indeed, quickly become 
the most efficient and advanced in the world, a model 
for other small nations; and a Jewish State in a 
spacious, adequate portion of Palestine would prob- 
ably function perfectly from the outset, as the Jewish 
Agency is already a regnum in regno, an excellent 
instrument of administration, a better one than the 
Mandate Authority’s. But the formidable barrier to 
a Jewish State covering all Palestine remains: the 
presence there of an Arab majority opposed to such 
a status is an insurmountable obstacle. 


There was not a moment’s discussion by the Anglo- 
American committee of the desirability of either a 
Jewish or an Arab State. Extensive reading, inter- 
session cross-table talk and personal investigations 
had crystallized convictions against either scheme 
long before the Committee flew from troubled Jerusa- 
lem to untroubled Lausanne. The preliminary fear of 
all the Englishmen that the Americans would insist 
on a Jewish State was wasted worry. The obvious, 
visible facts of the day forced the views stated in the 
Committee’s report: “I. That Jew shall not dominate 
Arab and Arab shall not dominate Jew in Palestine. 
II. That Palestine shall be neither a Jewish nor an 
Arab State.” 


IN A third and a fourth respect, too, the report of the 
United Nations committee seems likely to resemble 
its predecessor’s. The Anglo-American committee's 
second recommendation reads as follows: “We recom- 
mend (a) that 100,000 certificates be authorized 
immediately for the admission of Jews who have 
been the victims of Nazi and Fascist persecution; (b) 
that these certificates be awarded as far as possible 
in 1946 and that actual immigration be pushed for- 
ward as rapidly as conditions will permit.” The fifth 
recommendation included the facilitation of immigra- 
tion after the admission of the first 100,000. 
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The United Nations committee may request the 
entry to Palestine as a whole, or to the Jewish portion, 
if partition should be decreed and accepted, of more 
or less than 100,000, or of no Jews at all. The 100,- 
000 volume seemed suitable to the Anglo-American 
committee because of President Truman’s endorse- 
ment of the Harrison findings; and, as a British 
witness remarked, “100,000 now has a magical 
meaning.” There were about 100,000 Jewish refu- 
gees at the time in the American and British D.P. 
camps of Germany and Austria. It seemed to most of 
us at the time that a failure to admit about 100,000 
and additional quotas afterward would turn Pales- 
tine into a bloody battleground. Subsequent develop- 
ments have proved that we were correct. If there is 
now a second failure to open the gates, the Holy 
Land will probably continue to reverberate with 
bomb explosions and machine gun fire, and become 
a gangster land in which individuals and officials will 
be guilty of horrible excesses. 


Liberal immigration—with the repeal of the land 
transfer regulations which liberal immigration im- 
plies—is the towering, vital issue today. It cannot 
safely be neglected. It cannot be rationalized away. 
Perhaps Palestine would not be quieted overnight by 
a removal of the ban against generous immigration, 
—but peace cannot be secured in any foreseeable 
period unless Palestine is made a safe haven for a 
large number of waiting, homeless, stricken Jewish 
refugees. 


Anti-Semitism, xenophobia, ingrown nationalism, 
economic pressures, and the wanton killing of six 
million Jews have intensified in the survivors those 
cravings which are rooted in historic affiliations, in- 
stinctive, deep-seated emotions, and semi-mystical 
longings for the ancestral homeland. Zionist propa- 
ganda and indoctrination, which the Anglo-American 
and United Nations groups investigated, have done 
little more than sharpen the determination of fear- 
filled Jews to get to a land of safety. That determina- 
tion seems sure to be an impelling force for a long 
time. The harried Jews purpose to get to Palestine 
somehow, now or eventually, whole or with broken 
heads, healthy or weakened by hunger and other suf- 
ferings. That passion is now so deeply implanted that 
armies, navies, detention camps, deportation ships, 
and the voice of the United Nations cannot affect it. 

So far as immigration is concerned, it is immaterial 
whether the General Assembly decrees and England 
acquiesces in a continued mandate of some kind, 
partition, binationalism, cantonization, federalization, 
or that discreditable, misleading, messy thing known 
as the Morrison plan. Without large-scale immigra- 
tion, no remedy can be worked out, violence cannot 
be overcome, the sailing of immigrant ships cannot 
be prevented. As long as only a handful of Jews are 
allowed to enter the land where Churchill assured 
them they could live as of right and not on sufferance, 
the Haganah will operate, the Jewish Agency will 


SEPTEMBER, 1947 


deal with the Palestine government at arm’s length, 
the over-crowded immigrant ships will slip away in 
the night, underground gangs will carry on their in- 
famous villainies, British soldiers and Palestine 
policemen will run wild, and the whole community 
will suffer. It is not too much to say that the problem 
of Palestine has become the problem of immigration. 
Ignoring that, the United Nations committee and the 
General Assembly would be inviting Jews in turn 
to ignore the United Nations. 


WOULD the admission of 100,000 Jews to Palestine 
without further delay stir the Arabs to widespread, 
continued violence? Probably not. About 1,500 Jews 
are now allowed into Palestine monthly, or 18,000 
a year. Arab spokesmen have declared for many years 
that any immigration whatsoever, even of orphans 
and decrepit old people, would occasion armed re- 
bellion throughout the Arab world. But the 1,500 
are allowed in periodically and absorbed without 
provoking Arab violence. Once the Palestine govern- 
ment, the Haganah, the Jewish Agency, and the 
Yishuv cooperated for the reception and protection 
of 100,000 or even a larger number, resistance by 
the Arab terrorists would never constitute more than 
a minor nuisance. 

But wouldn’t large-scale Jewish immigration, even 
if it did not result in an Arab uprising and Arab 
rioting throughout Palestine, affect the Arab masses 
adversely in the long run? 

A dozen authors and agencies have replied with 
unqualified negatives. Everybody who is acquainted 
with the evolution of Palestine and the Near East 
knows that the improvement of Palestine in the last 
generation or so has been of immense value to Pales- 
tinian Arabs and made their lot happier than that of 
any other Arabs of the Near East. The belief is strong 
in the most intelligent quarters that the continued 
welfare of the Arabs in Palestine is directly dependent 
upon additional Jewish immigration up to a reason- 
able “absorptive capacity.” I am limiting myself to 
the economic aspects of the matter, and not discussing 
those phases outlined by pro-Arabic philosophers 
who seem to believe that the world can be made 
content by application of nice little formulae, and 
that Palestine would become Utopia if administration 
were based on copy-book maxims. 

Some of the best comments on the lot of the Arabs 
in a Palestine which would be opened up to freely- 
flowing Jewish immigration are in the 1938 report 
of the Woodhead Commission, which followed in the 
path of the Peel Commission. 

“The future for the Arab population,” the Wood- 
head commission wrote, “is menacing unless Jewish 
immigration and Jewish imports of capital are al- 
lowed to continue.” 

There is also this: “Economic conditions in Pal- 
estine now (1938) are so closely bound up with 
Jewish immigration, both actual and potential, that 
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the Arabs in Palestine would be faced with the pros- 


- pect of greater economic hardship if Jewish immigra- 


tion should be completely cut down than they would 
be even if it should be allowed to continue. . . . To 
include the Beersheba sub-district (about half of all 
Palestine) in the Arab State is to condemn it to 
perpetual poverty. . . . It is a matter of urgent im- 
portance, therefore, to the Arabs themselves that. . . 
immigration should be permitted and even en- 
couraged.” 

The much-quoted Peel report which, like the 
Woodhead, was not slanted in favor of the Jews, also 
refers to the benefits which would accrue to the Arabs 
from increased immigration—and, again, it is of no 
importance that the reference is to Jewish immigra- 
tion into a proposed Jewish State in a part of Pales- 
tine. “So far from reducing absorptive capacity,” the 
authors say, “immigration increased it.” The report 
relates with admiration the story of Jewish achieve- 
ments in Palestine. 

The comprehensive Nathan-Gass-Creamer book 
repeats substantially the opinions of the Peel and 
Woodhead commissions. “The more Jews there are 
in Palestine,” the book reminds us, “the more room 
there will be for the Jews. Jewish development will 
bring capital and skill into the country. A rapidly 
expanding Jewish agriculture will demand more of 
the traditional products of Arab agriculture (particu- 
larly grains) for further processing. More Arab labor 
will be needed in transport and public services.” 

If Palestine is opened up now to 100,000 Jewish 
immigrants, if the land laws are corrected, if the 
country is administered in the spirit of the Balfour 
Declaration and the Mandate, almost any plan 
tendered to the General Assembly will have a far 
better chance of working successfully. As long as 
present conditions remain, and only a few Jews are 
permitted to land, Jews throughout the world will 
repeat the words of William Lloyd Garrison, when 
he was attacking the slave power of the South: “I 
am in earnest, I will not equivocate, I will not excuse, 
I will not retreat a single inch, and I will be heard!” 
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Conclusions after Thirty Years 


by Chaim Weizmann 


I AM GRATEFUL for the opportunity of appear- 
ing before this international body in order to give 
expression to the aims and ideals of the Zionist 
movement. I do so in my private capacity, but I be- 
lieve I speak the mind of the overwhelming majority 
of the Jewish people everywhere. I was privileged 
thirty years ago to be amongst those to negotiate 
with the British statesmen, Mr. Arthur Balfour, Mr. 
Lloyd George, General Smuts, Lord Milner, and Mr. 
Winston Churchill, for the issuance of the Balfour 
Declaration and its subsequent incorporation in the 
Mandate. Since then I have stood in the center of 
the manifold vicissitudes which the Jewish people 
and its National Home have endured in this period 
—a period most eventful and disastrous in our his- 
tory. The views to which I give expression here are 
the results of a long experience in one of the most 
intricate problems confronting the statesmen of the 
world. ... 

Although the. initiative in issuing the Balfour 
Declaration was taken primarily by Great Britain 
she had the full support of France, Italy and the 
United States, and later on she acted as a Trustee 
on behalf of the League of Nations in implementing 
it. She was required to give an annual accounting of 
her stewardship to the Mandates Commission. Since 
1939 the League has not functioned. One of the last 
acts of the Mandates Commission was to declare the 
White Paper of 1939 incompatible with the spirit of 
the Mandate. 

The recorded statements of the negotiations 
round the Balfour Declaration and the Mandate re- 
veal clearly the two purposes which these acts of 
statesmanship were designed to serve. Firstly: it was 
realized that the Jewish people throughout the his- 
tory of its dispersion had always been exposed to de- 
structive forces wherever they appeared, and this 
long martyrdom of the Jewish people constituted a 
challenge to the conscience of mankind. There was 
only one corrective to this situation: to normalize 
the status and position of the Jews by giving them a 
Homeland of their own and thus to end forever the 
homelessness of the Jewish people as an ethnic 
group. 

The second purpose was of a more affirmative 
character. Here was an ancient people, the carrier of 
a venerable civilization and a specific culture and 


2 ' agente which has made a great contribution to 


i e moral and ethical concepts of mankind. This 


entitled Jewish civilization to conditions of equality 





A STATEMENT before the United Nations Spectal 
Committee on Palestine on July 8th, 1947, Jeru- 
salem. (Excerpts) 


with all other civilizations so that it might continue 
to evolve in freedom and security. Other peoples— 
the Poles, the Czechs, the Arabs—were re-entering 
upon an era of free national life. 


The Palestine Mandate conferred, therefore, no 
exceptional privilege on the Jews. On the contrary, 
it was an attempt to equalize their position with 
that of other small nations. And if the Jews were to 
be given an opportunity for building a new society 
in the image of their own character and traditions, 
where could they do so but here? Palestine owes its 
lustre in history to Jewish connection. This place is 
the cradle and focus of the Jewish spirit. It has al- 
ways been so. It will always so remain... . 


I submit that if you examine the course of Jewish 
history for the last thirty years you will be driven to 
the conclusion that the reasons for the Balfour Dec- 
laration which were accepted in 1917 are even more 
valid today, and the solution then proposed even 
more urgently needed now. Six million Jews mur- 
dered in Europe testify to the first; the survivors 
languishing two years after “liberation” in barbed 
wire encampments, from Cyprus to the Rhine, testify 
to the second. 


I submit further that what you have seen in this 
country proves that given the opportunity the Jew- 
ish people is capable not only of rebuilding itself 
but of creating something which may be of value 
and significance to the world. You have seen us at 
work under the hardest conditions which nature can 
devise, but the roots of the National home are firmly 
planted in the rocky soil of Palestine and this gives 
us some assurance for looking to the future struggle 
with a measure of confidence. . . . 


Ir 1s fundamental to our purposes that the Jews 
themselves should build, finance and develop the 
Jewish National Home, but the Mandate was de- 
signed to encourage and second their efforts. The 
Mandatory was made responsible for “placing the 
country under such political, administrative, and eco- 
nomic conditions as would secure the establishment 
of the Jewish National Home.” It was to “facilitate 
Jewish immigration and encourage Jewish close set- 
tlement on the land.” The inspiration of the Man- 
date was a creative one. It gave the Jews an oppor- 
tunity. It was for them to make good... . 


To coordinate the Jewish effort of reconstruction 
a Jewish Agency was recognized by the Mandate as 
a public body to assist and cooperate with the Man- 
datory in all matters relating to the National Home. 
I had the honor of presiding over the Agency be- 
tween 1922 and 1946, with an interruption of four 
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years, and I have never ceased to be associated with 
its work. 

I was, therefore, astonished to read a recent mem- 
orandum of the Palestine Government in which a 
distorted picture is drawn of the Agency creating 
discord and troubles by exceeding its functions 
throughout all these years. I do not know when the 
Palestine Government made this discovery. Year 
after year it used to present reports to the League of 
Nations in no one of which a single word of such 
Criticism appeared. 

The first open attempt to discredit the Agency 
was made in Government evidence before the Anglo- 
American Commission in 1946, and then solely on 
the ground of the Agency’s “firm refusal to cooper- 
ate in the carrying out of the White Paper.” Inci- 
dentally, the Commission described the Jewish Agen- 
cy as “one of the most successful colonizing instru- 
ments in history.” 

The Zionist movement cooperated with the Man- 
datory Government for many long and difficult 
years, and I hoped that such cooperation would con- 
tinue for many years more. But it could not be ex- 
pected that the Zionist Movement wou!d cooperate 
equally in the fulfilment of the Mandate and its vio- 
lation. We cannot be called upon to assist in our 
own liquidation. In short, the source of our friction 
with the Mandatory Power, the origin of the deplor- 
able events which have brought you here, the fount 
of all the bitterness, rancor, and disappointment in 
our midst, is the White Paper of 1939. 

It is, however, we who are charged with the crea- 
tion of difficulties, and one of the reasons for such a 
charge seems to be—of all things—the rapidity and 
thoroughness of the Agency’s work and of Jewish 
colonization in general. We are told that our achieve- 
ments have set up “disparit’es.” It is admitted that 
the Arabs have benefited from Jewish work, but at 
the same time we are being reproached that this 
work has created disparity between us and the Arab 
population here. 

I contend that this disparity is much smaller than 
that existing between the backward population and 
the so-called master race in many civilized and pow- 
erful countries. One would like to ask what have 
these rich and powerful countries done for their 
backward population; in my opinion it falls far be- 
hind the benefits the Arabs have derived from the 
Jewish population in this country. If more has to be 
done for the Arabs—and I am ready to admit it—it 
is the primary duty of the Government to do so and 
not of the Jews. Through cooperation between the 
two peoples such disparity would diminish in the 
course of time, but it should be borne in mind, and I 
say so advisedly, that such cooperation with the con- 
sequent diminution of disparity needs the consent of 
both parties. 

In spite of the criticism voiced in the Blue Book, I 
say that I regret nothing which we have created—I 
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regret only the delays and frustrations which pre- 
vented us from making greater progress. 

The implication of the document is that we 
should have left the Government to call the pace 
and followed meekly in its train. Had we taken this 
hint the picture of the country would not have dif- 
fered from the neighboring countries, The statistics 
of infant mortality, illiteracy, endemic disease, soil 
erosion, would have been the same here as there. I 
do not wish to imply that the British regime in Egypt 
or in other countries has not benefited these countries 
to a great extent, but their tempo was much too slow 
for our needs and for the urgency of our case... . 


We have created these conditions under the pres- 
sure of urgency and need, in response to the cry 
from the vale of despair, but at the same time this 
progress constitutes a signpost for the Arab East 
towards the broader and brighter future which 
awaits it, not always welcome to the feudal Arab 
lords, or to those who shape their policy. 


THE reluctance to disturb the social status quo is of 
a piece with the mentality behind the White Paper 
which reverses the sense and runs counter to most of 
the provisions of the Mandate which is the basis of 
the National Home. Few documents in history have 
had more unhappy consequences for which to answer. 
The Mandate requires that Jewish immigration be 
facilitated—the White Paper laid down that it be 
arbitrarily restricted and then brought to an end. 
The Mandate requires that Jewish settlement on the 
land be encouraged—the White Paper forbade or 
restricted any Jewish settlement in 95 percent of 
Western Palestine, after the whole of Eastern Pales- 
tine had been excluded from Jewish settlement. The 
Mandate, as its authors clearly stated, envisaged this 
country as the scene of a free Jewish society enjoy- 
ing the shelter of independence—the White Paper 
endeavoured to make us a permanent minority in an 
Arab state with no rights of development beyond 
what the Arabs would graciously concede. 


The Mandate was born of hope, the White Paper 
of fear. It should not be forgotten that the White 
Paper was merely part of the general deterioration 
of British policy during the period preceding the war 
which saw a solution of many thorny problems in 
appeasement. Appeasement of Germany—appease- 
ment of the Arabs. The British paid dearly for this 
policy with the Germans; the Jews were to bear the 
costs for the appeasement of the Arabs. But the worst 
feature of this policy is that it always proved illusory 
and only yields Dead-Sea fruits. 


Now this reversal, this violation of a solemn 
pledge and of a legal duty, coincided with the great- 
est catastrophe in the annals of our people. Six mil- 
lions have perished in a process of annihilation 
whose dimensions dwarf all the massacres and per- 
secutions which history records. Just at the moment 
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when we needed all the rescue which Zionism could 
offer, it was cruelly withdrawn. ... 


Can anyone wonder that every Jew regards the 
White Paper as a link in that terrible chain of suf- 
fering and loss? The emotional reactions which the 
application of the White Paper has yielded are fatal 
to the country’s stability and peace. It is unnecessary 
for me to state my position about political violence. 
I abhor it with all my heart. I condemn it as folly 
not less injurious to us than to those against whom 
it is directed. But it should be borne in mind that no 
just solution will ever be found unless and until the 
White Paper is swept away. 


It is not alone for its effects upon the Jewish 
people that the White Paper is to be condemned; it 
has also generally injured the prospects of Arab-Jew- 
ish cooperation. Cooperation can only evolve be- 
tween equals; and it requires a state of reciprocity, 
of mutual give and take, between partners who can 
offer inducements to each other. By promising to 
subject the Jews to Arab domination the White 
Paper removed all incentive for the Arabs to seek a 
modus vivendi with us. 


Once the Arab people confronts us as an equal 
partner with an irrevocable right to possess the same 
status and opportunity as they themselves, they will 
be disposed to seek the cooperation which the wel- 
fare of this area requires. I firmly believe not only 
that the Arab people can live in harmony with the 
Jews, but that if both people would pool their ener- 
gies and talents together, they could do wonders in 
rejuvenating the entire Middle East. The Arabs of 
Palestine could become a beacon of social and eco- 
nomic progress for the entire Arab world. 


From the very beginning, the Zionist movement 
endeavored to create such a spirit of cooperation and 
mutuality of interests between ourselves and the 
Arab people in Palestine. In 1918, when I came to 
Palestine as the head of the Zionist Commission sent 
out by the British Government to make preparations 
for giving effect to the policy of the Jewish National 
Home, I regarded it as among my first duties to es- 
tablish contacts with the Arabs. 


I met them at the gates of Palestine, in Egypt, 
and I also established contact with their leaders in 
the other Arab countries. With the consent and en- 
couragement of the Commander in Chief (General 
Allenby), I went out into the desert to meet the 
man who in those days was the unchallenged spokes- 
man of the Arab world, the Emir Feisal, son of the 
King of Hedjaz and subsequently himself King of 
Iraq. The result of this meeting and several others 
which took place in other countries, was an Agree- 
ment. It was signed at the time of the Peace Confer- 
ence in Paris in 1919. The text of the Agreement, 
which was worked out in collaboration with the late 
T. E. Lawrence, an acknowledged friend of the 
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Arabs, has already been brought to your notice. It 
pledged the Arabs to encourage and stimulate Jew- 
ish immigration to Palestine on a large scale and 
Jewish close settlement on the land. The Zionist 
Organization, on the other hand, on whose behalf I 
acted, pledged itself to use its best efforts to assist 
the Arab States in obtaining and providing the 
means for developing the natural resources and eco- 
nomic possibilities. The hostility shown us by the 
Mufti and his friends in the very early stages of the 
National Home prevented such cooperation from 
reaching its full maturity. 


There was an important postscript inserted in the 
Agreement to the effect that this Agreement can 
only be carried out by the Emir Feisal if che Allies 
on their side help towards achieving independence 
of the Arab countries. If the Arabs in 1919 made 
their recognition of and cooperation with a Jewish 
Palestine dependent on their having attained their 
own independence and union, then I submit that that 
condition has now been fulfilled by the development 
of the intervening years, and it is for the Arabs to 
recognize the rights of the Jewish people with regard 
to Palestine. 


I have specifically mentioned the agreement with 
the Emir Feisal, but I should like this Committee to 
know that the efforts of the Zionists generally, in- 
cluding my own, to come to an agreement with the 
Arabs were by no means confined to this first contact 
with the Arab King. In all these years numerous ef- 
forts were made in this direction by us. It has not 
been our fault if these efforts have not yielded results. 
The picture which is sometimes drawn of the Brit- 
ish Government’s being concerned to bring about 
an Arab-Jewish agreement and having failed to do 
so because both sides were equally unreasonable does 
not do justice to the facts. 


But it is still not too late to reach a settlement, 
and I am sure that I speak the mind of the over- 
whelming majority of my people when I say that we 
are prepared to stretch out the hand of friendship if 
only there were the slightest sign of reciprocity on 
the part of the Arabs. The disparity, for example, of 
which the Government complains would quickly dis- 
appear if Arab workmen would join Jewish work- 
men for the purpose of achieving an equal wage 
level; if Arab business men would join with us in the 
creation of financial and economic instruments for 
the promotion of joint enterprise for the benefit of 
all. We repeatedly made such offers. They were 
made in 1931, under the Premiership of Mr. Ramsay 
Macdonald and were repeated in a variety of forms 
many times thereafter, but always unfortunately the 
official answer was a resounding “No.” I use the 
word “official” advisedly because there were many 
among the Arabs who welcomed such cooperation, 
but their attempts were frustrated by those who pre- 
sumed to speak for the Arabs of Palestine. . . . 
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IT Is sometimes asserted that the Mandate has been 
unworkable ab initio and that therefore all the ef- 
forts made by His Majesty’s Government in the course 
of twenty-five years to administer it effectively have 
been futile. I must join issue with this assertion, 
which, I believe, is merely an afterthought. The 
Mandate has not been unworkable, it has been ren- 
dered unworkable. Permit me to quote an interesting 
letter by General Louis Bols, Military Administrator 
in Palestine, dated December 21st, 1919 and ad- 
dressed to General Allenby. (I was in Palestine 
when this letter was written; in fact, I carried it to 
General Allenby.) 


“The country is in need of development quickly 
in order to make the people content. At present we 
are suffering from being forced to make the budget 
balance. The moment the Mandate is given we 
should be ready to produce a big loan, part of which 
should be subscribed by inhabitants. I want Sir Her- 
bert Samuel here for advice on this matter, and I 
want a much bigger financial adviser than you have 
been able to send us as yet. With such a Loan, say 10 
to 20 millions, I feel certain I can develop the coun- 
try quickly and make it pay and gradually the popu- 
lation should increase from the present 900,000 to 
2.5 million. There is plenty of room for this. The 
Jordan Valley should hold a million instead of its 
present 1,000. But we must have water. The north- 
ern and eastern frontiers must be arranged to ensure 
control of the Litani and the Jordan. These matters 
are of no use to our northern and eastern neighbors 
and they are essential to us.” 

In other words, if the work of the Mandate had 
been approached with vigor, zeal and determination, 
without vacillation, such uncertainty and distress 
would have been avoided. It was pointed out that 
the Mandate was examined annually by the Man- 
dates Commission, a body of highly competent and 
experienced statesmen, including such distinguished 
British representatives as Lord Lugard, for example. 
They never to my knowledge in the course of all 
these years indicated by a single word that the Man- 
date was inherently unworkable. Difficulties were, of 
course, found in the execution of its clauses. The 
whole thing was an unprecedented departure, and, 
as already mentioned, the impact of a modern civili- 
zation on a backward country produces difficult reac- 
tions. But to make this the ground for the assertion 
that the Mandate is unworkable, is to fly in the face 
of the facts. 

One of the reasons why the situation deteriorated 
to the position in which we find ourselves today is 
that many of the men put in charge of executing the 
provisions of the Mandate had little faith in the 
enterprise as a whole, and, therefore, exaggerated 
the natural difficulties beyond their real import. 

I remember very well how General Allenby and 
many of his soldiers, looking at the bare country ly- 
ing between Ramleh and Jerusalem, used to say: “Do 
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you think this is a place where European people 
could settle and live happily?” 


I Now turn to the solution of the problem. The fact 
that the Mandate has been rendered unworkable has 
to be faced. It is regrettable but this is the position 
and we have to ask ourselves what alternative ways 
are open for the solution of the problem today. If 
the pledges given to us had been carried out initially, 
this would have naturally resulted in Jewish sover- 
eignty in the whole of Western Palestine. Anything 
less than this is admittedly a compromise, and the 
only compromise which I can advocate, and which I 
have advocated since the Royal Commission in 1936 
brought up the subject for discussion, is partition 
and independence of the partitioned part. 

We have been long enough under tutelage and 
we have earned by our achievement no less a right to 
independence than the people of Trans-Jordan 
(which, I might add, was originally part of the Jew- 
ish National Home territory). If we want to bring 
immigrants into the country, if we want to develop 
it, we need for that purpose governmental powers. 
Only a State has the power to create economic ab- 
sorptive capacity on the scale we need; only a State 
can undertake large-scale projects such as the irriga- 
tion of desert areas, which may involve the shifting 
of large quantities of water from one part of the 
country to the other. 
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From the other points of view the arguments 
which speak for partition in India, speak for it also 
in Palestine. It is true that our problem is much 
smaller in size, but it would be fallacious to conclude 
that its repercussions are less serious. 

The Middle East is an important highway in 
which all the Powers are interested. Trouble in Pal- 
estine upsets the balance in the Middle East, and may 
affect the relations of Great Powers. 


All parties are tired of the perpetual tension and 
friction and want a solution in which stable rela- 
tions can be established. I am convinced that parti- 
tion in spite of its difficulties, in spite of the great 
sacrifice it means to us, is such a solution, because it 
is final. It will give us the opportunity of continuing 
and expanding our work in peace, and it will give 
the Arabs assurance that we are not going to en- 
croach upon their rights and their territory. If we 
have a status of equality with the Arabs, it will be 
far easier to come to an understanding with them. 

Indeed the essential prerequisites of Arab-Jewish 
agreement are finality and equality. The exact status 
and scope of the National Home must be defined 
once and for all in immutable terms with all the 
weight of international authority. I fail to see how 
this can be achieved without award of statehood 
bringing Jewish Palestine into conformity with the 
pattern of political independence in the surrounding 
countries, 
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If the clear-cut decision is postponed or glossed 
over by vague formulae or temporary makeshifts 
with their attendant uncertainty, you will merely pro- 
long the present agony. During that period of un- 
certainty the peace of this country will be menaced 
by two converging pressures—the Arabs endeavoring 
to diminish the National Home, the Jews striving to 
maintain the development of it. It is highly signifi- 
cant that the prospects of Arab-Jewish agreement 
seemed brightest in 1918 when the equality and per- 
manence of the National Home were asserted with 
greatest vigor and with seemingly irrevocable author- 
ity. 

I should like at this point to read to you a letter 
from one of the authors of the Balfour Declaration. 
I received it only a few days ago, in fact just as I was 
in the midst of preparing my notes for this presenta- 
tion. It is a letter from Field Marshall Smuts, dated 
May 29th, 1947, Capetown: 

My dear Doctor, 

“, . . I can imagine your anguish in a world 
which was so full of hope, and today has nothing 
but despair to show for itself. 

“We cannot undo the past, and can only try to 
find a better way to the future. As I told you in 
London last year I see now, at this sad stage, no 
escape except by way of partition. I was long for 
an undivided Palestine, but after all these fail- 
ures and missed opportunities I see no other way 
out of the present impasse. Only yesterday, speak- 
ing in our Parliament, I expressed myself publicly 
in favor of this solution—if solution it is. Palestine 
never was undivided in the great past, and per- 
haps a fair share of it for Jewry may once more 
be the nucleus of a National Home and a Holy 
Land. Now that a UNO Commission has been ap- 
pointed to assemble the facts and search for rec- 
ommendations my expression of opinion, as one 
of the original authors of the Balfour Declaration, 
may carry some weight with the Commission. At 
any rate it is something concrete and definite, and 
not another and further postponement of a deci- 
sion which can brook no further delay. 

“It must be a heartbreaking misery for you to 
live amid all that scene of frustration and suffer- 
ing—of lawlessness and counter-lawlessness. You 
who have labored so hard and so long to enter 
upon the Promise. . . 

“I blame no one, I praise no one. I only pray 
that the Great Mercy will once more come, and 
wash out even the memory of these years... . 

Ever yours affectionately 
(Signed) JAN SMuUTS” 


NEEDLESS to say that I heartily agree with every 
word in this letter. But if partition is to be adopted 
as the only practicable solution, then its practicability 
will depend on two inescapable requirements: 
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(a) The area of the Jewish State must be so drawn 
as to give it accessibility to the water and 
electric power resources so that the country 
can be effectively developed for the absorp- 
tion of a large-scale immigration. 

It must be given such an area of yet un- 
developed and unsettled land as to provide 
room for those newcomers. If I had, there- 
fore, to propose a scheme of partition, I 
would urge that it must at least comprise the 
areas tentatively proposed in the Jewish State 
project of the Peel Report—Galilee and the 
coastal plain—and in addition the Negev 
and the Jewish area of Jerusalem. 

I do not propose to go into details, but these are 
the basic requirements. Without them I am convinced 
that no responsible Jewish body will be prepared to 
accept a solution on partition lines. Partition is, from 
the Jewish point of view, a minimum proposal, not a 
maximum which can be whittled down. What I have 
sketched out is in truth the minimum that is re- 
quired to enable the conception of a Jewish National 
Home to be realized today in its most limited and 
restricted form. 

You will no doubt have an opportunity of becom- 
ing acquainted with the intricate problems involved 
in partition. I would, therefore, only like to say that 
I am convinced that a Jewish and an Arab State in 
Palestine will soon discover many common interests 
—railways, customs, irrigation and power schemes. 
In short, close economic cooperation must grow out 
of the partition of Palestine. Political separation does 
not rule out economic collaboration. I believe that all 
thoughtful Arabs should ponder these ideas and try 
and meet us half-way as we are prepared to meet 
them. I hope that this appeal which comes from deep 
conviction and long experience will not fall on deaf 
ears. 


(b) 


JUDGING from what has been achieved in the past, 
a Jewish State in Palestine can become an economi- 
cally sound organism, able to absorb at least a mil- 
lion and a half more people over not too long a 
period—and I am not given to overstatement. The 
proven water resources of the country, the sources 
of the Jordan, springs, rivers, and deep wells, are suf- 
ficient to irrigate according to the consensus of expert 
opinion—at least 2.5 million dunams. 

The data gathered over long periods from settle- 
ments and experimental farms lead us to believe that 
with irrigation one family of four persons can live 
on 25 dunams (Kfar Warburg) and that for every 
farming family four families can subsist on the sec- 
ondary and tertiary services necessary. An area of a 
million dunam can therefore support something like 
40,000 families or 160,000 people in agriculture and 
some 750,000 people in all branches of economy. 
The share of agricultural population within the total 
population of the United Kingdom is 6 percent, in 
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Holland 19 percent, in Australia, in the United 
States, etc. between 20 and 25 percent. 

These calculations do not include the Negev, an 
area which we—and I say in all modesty, only we 
—can develop and which surely can be developed 
without detriment to anybody, as it is only very 
sparsely populated. The first tentative steps in that 
direction are in progress now, and no doubt you had 
an opportunity of seeing them. I watched the develop- 
ment of the Negev systematically for the last three 
years, and although I am not an agricultural expert, 
I am a sufficiently trained observer to be able to 
state: 

There are more than 3 million dunams in the 
Negev, where the structure of the soil makes reclama- 
tion possible, so that we will be able to restore them 
to the condition in which they were in ancient times. 
It is true that we have no accurate estimates of the 
water reserves in this area, but you will have heard 
of recent findings of fresh water in the Negev which 
is at present exploited for the benefit of Jews and 
Arabs alike. We may also be able, using modern 
water saving methods, to divert some water from the 
North to the Negev as has been proposed in the 
Lowdermilk scheme. The Negev has not inconsider- 
able resources of brackish water, and in the present 
state of our chemical and engineering knowledge, it 
does not appear unduly optimistic to assume that 
means can be found to de-salt this water and make 
it available for irrigation later on, and for drinking 
purposes even now. 

New industries will spring up, utilizing the scien- 
tific knowledge and technical skill of our people, of 
which we have a fair amount in the country, and for 
which, I believe, we will be able to draw on the Jew- 
ish communities abroad. Switzerland is an encourag- 
ing example of a country which has conquered the 
obstacles of its size and has achieved a high standard 
of agricultural and industrial production through the 
same means which we are trying to use in the up- 
building of the National Home. 


I AM at the end of my statement, and I would only 
like to add one concluding remark. I have spoken of 
our achievements with pride, and not with boastful- 
ness, of our relations with Great Britain in sorrow and 
not in the spirit of recrimination. I do not believe in 
the superiority of any people; our fate has been a 
severe task master, and we have been forced to exert 
ourselves more than other nations which live in se- 
curity and whose countries are large of size and rich 
in resources. This is the reason why experts coming 
from such countries, particularly for a brief stay, are 
apt to meet our optimism with skepticism. I hope we 
shall convince you that our optimism is based on our 
will to survive, on solid achievement by trial and 
error, and not on mere wishful thinking. 

We are a small nation, weakened by the cruel loss 
of millions of our best sons and daughters, and we 
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look to you, the representatives of the great nations 
of the world, for understanding, guidance and help 
and for a final decision which may bring peace and 
stability to the peoples of this country and restore 
the hope in the hearts of my sorely tried people. In 
vindicating the weak and the suffering, in asserting 
the principle of equality for all national groups, you 
can simultaneously rescue our people from its tragic 
disabilities and exalt the majesty of international law. 
Once our status as a people is assured we will become 
the willing partners of all other peoples in the Middle 
East in the tasks of regeneration to which this area 
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is called. Neither our relations with Arabs in our 
own State, nor with those in surrounding Arab States 
will raise unsurmountable problems once the question 
of a political settlement is solved. I ask you by recom- 
mending a solution based on finality, justice, and 
equality to put the keys of cooperation in our hands. 
Beyond the threats of conflict I see beckoning the 
hopes of a lasting accord. I pray that you may be 
guided in your decisions with vision and boldness, 
so that the near future will find the Jewish people sit- 
ting in that family of nations of which you are the 
representatives. 





BOOKS 


Leon Bloy—Man of the Absolute 


LTHOUGH LEON BLOY wrote 

voluminously through the forty 
years of his active life and often showed 
a keen sense of literary values, he was 
not primarily a man of letters. To him- 
self, his writings were but “the dregs 
of a supernatural endowment which I 
have shamefully misused.” “I might 
have been a saint or a miracle worker,” 
he said, looking back at his life three 
years before his death in 1917, “(but) 
I became an author . . . and therefore 
I now stand before God with nothing 
but paper in my hands. . . .” 

In uttering these words, Bloy was 
telling the simple truth. He had great 
literary gifts, to be sure, but his prime 
gift was the “instinct for the Abso- 
lute.” It was a gift that was expressed 
not only in his writings, but also, and 
pethaps above all, in his life—or 
rather, his life and his writings were 
so fused as to become indistinguishable. 
In both the sign of his gift was 
Suffering. 

Every word Leon Bloy wrote—in 
his pamphlets, novels and essays as 
well as in his journals and correspond- 
ence— was in some sense autobio- 
graphical, and every significant ex- 
perience of his life was in some way 
registered in his writings. He was born 
in 1846, of lower middle class parents, 
in Perigueux in the South of France. 
He spent a wild, confused, and aimless 
childhood, torn between his unbeliev- 
ing anti-clerical father and his deeply 
religious Spanish mother. At eighteen, 
he found himself, in Paris, utterly dis- 
oriented, deprived of his childhood 
faith and of every other guide in life. 
He frequented the art studios for a 
time—he is said to have had a very 
considerable talent for painting—and 
eked out a bare living as a minor em- 
ployee. In 1866 he met Barbey d’Auré- 
villy, the distinguished French man of 
letters, and made a sufficiently strong 


impression upon him to be taken on, 
somewhat later, as his secretary. Barbey 
d’Aurévilly not only introduced Leon 
Bloy to Parisian literary life; although 
no practising Catholic himself, he 
helped the youth to find his way back 
to an intellectual acceptance of the 
faith. Perhaps, to some extent, he also 
helped to form Bloy’s literary tastes and 
standards. 

The war of 1870 unsettled Leon 
Bloy’s affairs once more and for some 
years after he was unable to find a 
place for himself in any calling or pro- 
fession. It was at this time that he 
made the acquaintance of the bitter, 
grinding poverty that was to be his 
companion for the rest of his days. 

In the early 1880's, after some years 
spent as a railway clerk, Leon Bloy 
passed through the most crucial exper- 
ience of his life. Some aspects of this 
experience have been told in Bloy’s 
first novel, Le Désespéré (1886), 
others in his Lettres @ la Fiancée and 
his Lettres a Véronique, published 
much later, but a great deal still re- 
mains obscure. It appears that at this 
time (1882), he met, in true Dostoev- 
skian manner, a poor seamstress- pros- 
titute, with whom he fell desperately 
in love. Véronique (her real name was 
Anne Marie Roulé) was apparently a 
gitl of strange psychic endowment. 
She first made Bloy conscious of “his 
secret” and more than anyone else de- 
termined the course of his life. After 
living with her for some time, he de- 
cided to marry her, but Véronique 
suddenly began to have revelations and 
to utter prophecies about impending 
apocalyptic events in which Bloy was 
to play the part of Elijah. The Church 
was father cool to these phenomena. 
Her confessor commanded her to seek 
for a visible, absolutely unmistakable 
sign of the veracity of her visions, 
and when -none was forthcoming, 


Véronique gradually sank into disillu- 
sionment and insanity. For four ghast- 
ly months, Bloy lived shut up with her 
in utter destitution, in constant dread 
of the next fit of raving madness. In 
July 1882, she was taken to an asylum, 
where she remained for twenty-five 
years, until her death in 1907. 

Bloy was never able to wipe out 
the memory of this experience; it hung 
over him like a dreadful nightmare 
and left its mark on everything he did 
and wrote. The sufferings of his entire 
life—his grief at the loss of his patron 
and friend, Father Restif de Moidrey; 
the death of two children due to 
poverty (he married in 1890 the 
daughter of a Danish poet); the mis- 
eries and frustrations of existence— 
seemed to him but part of the pattern 
set by his brief encounter with the 
terrifying Véronique. 

From that moment, Bloy hardly 
ceased writing. Everything—pam- 
phlets, novels, historical, critical, and 
biographical works, journals, corre- 
spondence, appeals and proclamations 
—poured from his pen. He also began 
to exercise an extraordinary influence 
—at first through his writing and then 
personally—over a number of young 
intellectuals who were thirsting for 
the waters of the Absolute amidst the 
aridities of positivism. Jacques and 
Raissa Maritain are only the best 
known of these “god-children” of his, 
who included writers, artists, scientists, 
and philosophers of distinction. He 
played a vast part in the French Cath- 
olic revival of his day. 

In November 1917, at the age of 
71, Leon Bloy died quietly, after a 
lifetime of prayer that the crown of 
martyrdom might be his. When a 
friend asked him as he lay upon his 
deathbed, “What do you feel now at 
the prospect of the last things?” his 
answer was, “An enormous Curiosity.” 
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LEON BLOY has been variously de- 
scribed as a reactionary and a revolu- 
tionary, as an apologist of the Church 
and its most relentless critic, as a man 
of the Middle Ages and as the Man 
of Tomorrow. He was all and yet none 
of these things. He was in fact what 
Jacques Maritain calls him in the in- 
troduction to a new volume* of selec- 
tions from his writings, “a Christian 
of the second century astray in the 
Third Republic,” a “contemporary of 
Tertullian and Origen” let loose in the 
modern world. Looked at in this way, 
the extraordinary paradoxes in his 
life and writings hegin to yield some 
of their meaning. 

1. Leon Bloy was an authentic 
second-century Christian in the radi- 
cally supernatural view he took of life, 
of the world, of everyday reality. His 
daily existence was a continuous sacra- 
ment. Mass and Communion, the 
Angelus, the recitation of the entire 
Rosary, prayer and more prayer: the 
daily round of the Bloy family can be 
compared to nothing so much as the 
succession of prayer and observances 
that marked the life of the devout Jew 
of a former day. Both lived in the 
immediate presence of God. 

Bloy took his supernaturalism quite 
literally. He was convinced of the 
direct supernatural character of the 
ordinary casual relations of the physical 
and social worlds. In working out his 
book on Napoleon, Karl Pfleger tells 
us, Bloy “even thought that it might 
be possible to approach the secret of 
this secular figure by studying the de- 
cisive dates of his career in the light 
of the liturgical feasts which fell upon 
them”! From the exegetical method 
of his friend, Father de Moidrey, he 
derived a conception of a universal 
symbolism linking together “both 
abysms,” the visible and the invisible 
worlds, by means of the “correspond- 
ences.” (Contributory influence stem- 
ming from contemporary French Sym- 
bolism is not to be excluded here.) “All 
that takes place exteriorly,” Bloy pro- 
claimed, “is but an appearance—an 
enigmatic reflection in a glass, per 
speculum—of what takes place, sub- 
stantially, ig the Invisible . . . History 
is like a vast liturgical text in which 
the iotas and punctuation marks are 
worth as much as versicles and whole 
chapters but the relative importance of 
each is not to be determined and is pro- 
foundly hidden. . . .” He confessed that 
he had dreamt of being “the Cham- 
pollion of historical events looked upon 


* Pilgrim of the Absolute: Selections from 
the Writings of Leon Bloy: Selection by 
Raissa Maritain, translated by John Cole- 
man and Harry Lorin Binsse. Introduction 
by Jacques Maritain. Pantheon Books, New 
York, 1947. $3.50. 
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of Palestine has led to a situation in which innocent men, women and 
children are being victimized, property damages continue to mount and 
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to newly arriving children. 


12 NEW HOMES IN ONE YEAR 


PIONEER their sister organization in America, have provided the funds for the 


WOMEN building of 12 new homes for children and youth during the past 
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as the divine hieroglyphics of a revela- 
tion through symbols, corroborating 
the other Revelation.” He hi 

operated with certain characteristic 
signs and motifs, some borrowed from 
tradition, others developed by himself 
in a rather arbitrary way. However 
much or little these may mean to us, 
we cannot but feel that through them 
Bloy brings us into the presence of 
mystery and leaves us with a haunting 
sense of the inconceivable. All con- 
ceptions, all values, all reliable, con- 
ventional notions, become “displaced” 
—to use a phrase of Maritain’s—“by 
the shifting of an invisible gear.” 

2. Leon Bloy was an authentic sec- 
ond-century Christian in his radical 
rejection of this sinful secular world, 
with all its ways, all its values, and 
all its institutions—all, all condemned 
to annihilation in the swiftly approach- 
ing apocalyptic cataclysm that would 
usher in the Great Assize. One Easter 
Sunday he wrote: “I do not succeed in 
feeling the joy of the Resurrection, be- 
cause—so far as I’m concerned—the 
Resurrection never comes. I always see 
Christ in His agony, Christ on the 
Cross, nor can I see Him in any other 
way.” In this bold outburst, he was 
harking back to Pascal, whom he 
himself quoted as saying: “Jesus Christ 
will be in His death throes till the 
end of the world: we must not sleep 
during that time.” But, significantly, 
he was also pointing forward to Sil- 
one, who was to declare in 1944: “In 
the sacred history of man on earth, it 
is still, alas, Good Friday. .. .” 

Bloy, no more than Pascal, could 
sleep during the endless Good Friday. 
“An obedient son of the Church,”"— 
he speaks through his character, Mar- 
chenoir—“I am none the less in com- 
munion of impatience with all the 
mutinous, all the disillusioned, all 
those who have cried and not been 
heard, all the damned of the world. 
When I remember this multitude, a 
hand grasps me by the hair, and car- 
ries me off beyond the relative demands 
of a social order, into the absolute of 
a vision of injustice such as would 
bring tears to the pride of the world’s 
philosophies.” He did, indeed, as 
Maritain says, “condemn his times, and 
those who have their consolation here 
below, with more freedom than all the 
revolutionaries of the world.” 

Nor did he exclude the Church and 
its institutions from the downpour of 
his prophetic wrath. The term “pres- 
ent-day Catholics” he always used as 
one of deepest reproach. The gentlest 
appelation he could think of for the 
Christians of his time was “idolators.” 
There was a strong Kierkegaardian 
note in his denunciations of conven- 
tional Christianity. Like the Dane, who 
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found “official Christianity both es- 
thetically and intellectually ludicrous 
and indecent, a scandal in the Chris- 
tian sense,” Bloy declared: “Contact 
with modern piety is for me the most 
grievous experience, a really perni- 
cious sensation, capable of throwing 
me into despair.” 

Bloy was particularly in his element 
in denouncing the rich. The words 
of Jesus, “Woe unto you, ye rich, for 
ye have your consolation,” he made 
the text of scores of passionate vin- 
dications of the poor and the down- 
trodden. The image of Jesus as the 
Poor Man dominates his writings. “I 
understand the justice of men in des- 
pair,” he said ominously. 

Yet it would be a mistake to think 
of Bloy as a social revolutionary, or 
even as a social reformer in the nine- 
teenth century sense. The well-mean- 
ing, eminently reasonable program of 
Catholic social reform he found “ir- 
religious” and the bishops and priests 
who had initiated it he branded as 
“devoted to Satan.” All forms of social 
action, all varieties of “human means,” 
he held to be “vain and profoundly 
stupid.” “I point out the evil without 
suggesting any remedy,” he admitted. 
“Of course; for I know that there is 
no possible remedy . . . Everything is 
useless now except the acceptance of 
martyrdom.” “One does not enter 
Paradise tomorrow, nor in ten years; 
one enters it today—when one is poor 
and crucified.” 

3. Leon Bloy was an authentic sec- 
ond-century Christian in his radical 
affirmation of the Absolute. His asser- 
tion of allegiance to absolute standards 
of perfection in every field of life is 
one of the most familiar themes in his 
writings and should be taken quite 
literally: “The Master said, you must 
be perfect. He said it in an imperative, 
absolute way, making it understood 
that there is no alternative.” When 
Bloy declared that he became an “idiot 
on the spot” in his fury whenever he 
heard anyone say that “it is possible 
to be a disciple of Jesus without for- 
saking all things,” he meant exactly 
what he said. “I speak in the Absolute,” 
he told his generation, and well 
understanding that his generation 
would have nothing to do with the 
Absolute he was not surprised that 
he could not “come to an understand- 
ing” with it. “I am the enemy, the 
enemy of all,” he said, with true Bau- 
delairian passion for perfection. 

Speaking in the Absolute meant, to 
Bloy, in his own words, to “stand out- 
side of all human points of view,” to 
judge the world as the “Witness (of 
God) ...in a day of renegades.” We 
may wonder whether such a feat of 
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self-transcendence is possible for mere 
flesh and blood, and certain passages 
in Bloy’s own life and thought, as 
we shall see, give us good reason to 
doubt. 


However, Bloy was convinced that 
he was speaking in the Absolute, “out- 
side of all human points of view.” In 
this way he not only explained the ex- 
tremism of his views but also justified 
the exorbitance of his language. He 
called himself a “monster of extrava- 
gance” and indeed, on more than one 
occasion, he was. His language was 
often unbridled, his réprobations sca- 
talogiques were notorious. His early 
friend, Barbey d’Aurévilly, once said 
of him: “Leon Bloy is a cathedral 
gargoyle who pours down the waters 
of heaven on the good and the wicked 
alike.” From the point of view of the 
Absolute which Bloy assumed, the dis- 
tinction between the good and the 
wicked—as such things go in the 
world—was insignificant indeed. 

His extravagance of language can 
easily be forgiven. But what shall we 
say of the man who, out of under- 
standable indignation at the coupling 
of the bourgeois word bazaar with the 
sacred word charity, “the terrible and 
burning name of God,” actually ex- 
ulted in a fire at a Charity Bazaar 
that cost many lives and permitted 
himself expressions of elation that I 
cannot persuade myself to reproduce 
here. In the high places of the Abso- 
lute that Bloy occupied was there no 
Christian charity, no pity, even for 
such abject creatures as the ladies of 
the Charity Bazaar? 


To Bloy, as to Kierkegaard, speak- 
ing in the Absolute meant implacable 
hatred of mediocrity. The latter could 
think of nothing worse to say about 
“parsons” than that they “canonize 
bourgeois mediocrity.” The former de- 
clared: “All is forgivable, excusable, 
bearable, but you must not be medi- 
ocre.” And whatever else Bloy was, 
mediocre he was not. His life was one 
continuous martyrdom of utter desti- 
tution because he would not yield 
the slightest ground in his war with 
the world. “We are sold to God,” 
his wife once said to him, “we are 
caught in His net and we know that 
this net cannot be broken.” Nor was 
he particularly patient in his afflictions. 
In the depth of his misery, when Vé- 
ronique was at the point of losing her 
reason, he had written to his friend, 
Ernest Hello: “I am conscious of 
nothing except bitter and savage anger 
against a God so pitiless .. . I would 
not treat a mangy dog as God treats 
me.” In his own extravagant manner, 
he was repeating the plaintive cry of 
Job and the gentle rebuke uttered by 
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Saint Theresa of Avila: “No wonder 
You have so few friends, seeing how 
You treat them.” But again like Job 
and Saint Theresa, he remained the 
“friend of God.” 

“There is but one sadness—that of 
not being a saint”: in these words, 
probably the best known in his writ- 
ings, Leon Bloy sealed his utter and 
unreserved dedication to the Absolute. 


LE SALUT PAR LES JUIFS (Salvation 
through the Jews), which appeared 
in 1892, is probably the most remark- 
able book Leon Bloy wrote. The title 
is taken from the fourth Gospel 
(4.22), where Jesus is reported as 
telling the Samaritan woman: “You 
worship you know not what. We 
know what we worship: for sal- 
vation is of the Jews.” In form, the 
book is an exegetical commentary, in 
the characteristic Bloy manner, on the 
ninth, tenth and eleventh chapters of 
Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. In fact, 
it is an impassioned glorification of 
the Jews in terms of their super- 
natural origin, career and destiny, as 
conceived by Bloy. He was to take 
up the same theme again in Le sang 
du pauvre, in sections of Le pélerin 
de l’absolu, in Le vieux de la montagne 
and in other works. Together they form 
a body of writing that must be of 
absorbing interest to every Jew. 

The basic attitude of Christian the- 
ology to the Jews, grounded in the 
three chapters of the Epistle to the 
Romans mentioned above, is neces- 
sarily an ambivalent one. For, from the 
point of view of Christian theology, 
the Jews are the elect of God, who, 
in the workings of Providence, have 
fallen into “blindness” for the “en- 
richment” (salvation) of mankind— 
but into a blindness only temporary 
since they still remain heir to the di- 
vine blessings and promises. 

Bloy takes his stand on this Pauline 
doctrine but he lays his main stress 
on the positive side of the ambiva- 
lency. The Jews are the “People of 
God,” the “First-Born Race,” a “re- 
served Stock, immortal,” destined to 
the highest glory, to “a sure triumph, 
however indefinitely postponed.” Not 
that he does not “purposely blacken 
the picture at times, so that its light 
might shine forth all the more bright- 
ly,” as Raissa Maritain so delicately 
puts it. But he is certainly not one to 
be taken in by the usual calumnies 
which found such credence in the 
France of his time. “Legend and tradi- 
tion would have it that all Jews are 
usurers. People refuse to believe any- 
thing else. That legend is a lie, The 
usurers are the dregs of the Jews. 
Those who know the Jewish people 
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and look upon it without prejudice 
know that this people has other as- 
pects and that, bearing the wretched- 
ness of all the centuries, it suffers in- 
finitely.” 

Himself living on the plane of the 
supernatural, Bloy is literally fasci- 
nated by the supernatural character of 
Israel. “Holiness is inherent in this 
people,” he exclaims, “in this excep- 
tional, unique and imperishable peo- 
ple.” “Whether good or bad, converted 
Or not converted, a Jew is always a 
Jew, that is to say, heir to all the 
promises God has made to His people, 
the fulfilment of which has only pro- 
visionally been postponed.” In his vi- 
sion of the glory to come, Bloy per- 
mits himself expressions that the most 
enthusiastic Jew would hesitate to use: 

The Jews are the first-born of all 
peoples, and when all things are in 
their final place, their proudest 
masters will think themselves hon- 
ored to lick the Jewish wanderers’ 
feet. For everything has been prom- 
ised them, and in the meantime, 
they do penance for the earth. The 
right of the first-born cannot be 
annulled by a punishment, however 
rigorous, and God’s word of honor 
is unchangeable. . . . Were even 
all Jews—what an absurdity! — 
scoundrels, with the exception of 
one who would be righteous, that 
single man would bear in him the 
promise, God’s word of honor, in 
its fulness and in its strength and 
nothing would be changed. 


It is interesting to note how even 
when he begins on the secular, socio- 
logical plane, Bloy quickly shifts to the 
supernatural. He is discussing the 
familiar charge of “Jewish meanness” 
and asks in what way it is worse than 
the meanness of the ordinary non- 
Jewish shopkeeper. Then he suddenly 
exclaims: 

If you grant that their base attitudes 

make them seemingly equal, there 

will always remain, even at this 
level, the infinite seniority of the 

Chosen Race, and the enormous 

preeminence of twenty centuries of 

humiliations most carefully recorded. 

Jewish meanness can call down 

thunderbolts, the commercial mean- 

ness of Christians can call down only 
cloudbursts of spit and excrement. 

These outpourings of his make a 
strange impression on us today not 
so much because of their extravagance 
of language as because we have lost 
our feeling for the supernatural. But 
let us remember that Bloy was a 
second-century Christian who lived in 
the Absolute. 

His very detachment from the rela- 
tivities of the secular world often gave 
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Bloy an insight into Jewish existence 
startling in its penetration. Where 
can we find a more profound intuition 
of the essential relation of Jewish to 
world history than in these words of 
his made quite in passing: 

The history of the Jews dams the 

history of the human race as a dike 

dams a river—in order to raise 
its level. 

The Jews commended themselves 
to Bloy’s attention on yet another 
ground. Jesus the Poor Man was one 
of his most potent symbols and the 
Jews, in his view, were “essentially pro- 
letarian.” Trying to explain why he 
ended his book, Le sang du pauvre 
(The Blood of the Poor Man) with 
“the apotheosis of a Jew,” Bloy writes: 

And indeed how else would you 

want it to finish? .. . In writing a 

book on the Poor Man, how could 

I have avoided speaking of the 

Jews? What people is as poor as 

the Jewish people? 

The Jew with whose “apotheosis” 
Bloy ended his book on the Poor Man 
was, strangely enough, Morris Rosen- 
feld, the Yiddish poet who became the 
bard of the sweatshop, of the miser- 
able, exploited Jewish immigrant 
worker in New York. Leon Bloy seems 
to have been deeply impressed with 
Rosenfeld’s writings, which he must 
have read in translation, but, as usual, 
he did not stop with literary eulogy. He 
hailed Morris Rosenfeld, the “poet of 
the destitute,” as the “Defender of the 
Holy Sepulchre’—the “greatest poet 
the Poor Man (Jesus) ever had, which 
placed him very close to the Tomb 
of Jesus Christ, infinitely closer than 
are most Christians.” We can well 
understand the shock his readers must 
have felt at this veritable “apotheosis” 
of an obscure Jewish writer to an 
eminence that Godfrey de Bouillon 
had coveted as the summit of his 
ambition. 


After all this, it is hardly necessary 
to point out that Leon Bloy was the 
sworn foe of the anti-Semitism that 
was gathering strength in the France 
of his time. He held anti-Semitism 
to be one of the chief crimes of the 
age, and it grieved and infuriated him 
that Catholics—yes, even Catholic 
priests—should be among the insti- 
gators of this crime. In his indignant 
denunciation of Drumont’s anti-Semi- 
tic propaganda, Bloy reached the height 
of his eloquence: 

Suppose some people around you 

were to speak continually of your 

father and your mother with the 
greatest contempt, and were to do 
nothing but throw insults and out- 
rageous sarcasms at them, how 
would you feel? Well, this is exactly 
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what is happening to our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
People forget, or rather do not want 
to know, that our God-made-man is 
a Jew, the Jew of Jews by nature, the 
Lion of Judah; that His Mother is a 
Jewess, the flower of the Jewish race; 
that all His ancestors were Jews; 
that the Apostles were Jews, as well 
as the Prophets; finally, that our 
holy Liturgy is entirely drawn from 
the Jewish books. That being the 
case, how is one to express the enor- 
mity of the outrage and of the blas- 
phemy which consists in vilifying 
the Jewish race? 

Only they can feel the enormity of 
the outrage as Leon Bloy felt it who, 
like Bloy, are accustomed to think in 
the Absolute. 


IN exalting the Jews, Leon Bloy could 
well say, “The Word of God suffices 
me,” for in Scripture he found both 
source and support for his teaching, 
sometimes even the very words in 
which he formulated it. But for his 
glorification of France, he could only 
draw on the prejudices of chauvinism. 
Yes, incredible as it may seem, this 
man of the Absolute who proudly pro- 
claimed that he stood “outside of all 
human points of view,” was a French 
chauvinist. Yet he was after all Leon 
Bloy and so he was a chauvinist with a 
difference. 


In many ways, he shared the vulgar 
passions of his fellow-countrymen. He 
railed at the “German brutes,” at Wil- 
helm and Franz Joseph, at the “Prus- 
sian heretics,” very much in the man- 
ner of the gutter press. He fumed at the 
neutrality maintained by the Vatican 
and denounced Benedict XV’s appeals 
for peace. He concluded a particularly 
violent diatribe during the darkest 
days of the war with the apocalyptic 
outburst: “I am awaiting the Cossacks 
and the Holy Ghost.” Any man but 
Leon Bloy would have shuddered at 
the juxtaposition. 

Nor would any other man of his 
time, no matter how violent his pa- 
triotism, have dared to speak of France 
as he did, as of the nation which had 
“always been secretly preferred” by 
God. “Stop and think,” he appealed to 
his countrymen: 

God has only France. Were France 

to perish, the Faith, perhaps, would 

survive somewhere, were it in some 
polar nook, along with shivering 

Charity, but there would be no more 

Hope! .... 

In spite of death, we are eternal in 

a fashion, being gods, as it has been 

said: Ego dixi, di estis (1 say un- 

to thee, ye are gods). If France is 
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left out of account, what is the mean- 
ing of this saying of the Holy 
Ghost? Mankind is explainable and 
plausible only by means of France. 
How was it possible for a man like 
Bloy to utter this appalling piece of 
blasphemy? How was it possible for 
this man of the Absolute thus to con- 
fuse the flag with the Cross and to 
bow down in idolatrous worship before 
the secular idol of his age, the nation? 
Was not this shocking lapse the penalty 
he had to pay for pretending to a 
standpoint “outside of all human points 
of view”? The presumption that drove 
him to claim a degree of self-transcend- 
ence beyond the power of the human 
spirit met its nemesis in the hysterical 
chauvinism that led him to profane the 
name of Heaven. It is always well for 
man to remember that he is but man. 


ONLY two of Leon Bloy’s works— 
La femme pauvre (The Woman Who 
Was Poor) and Lettres a2 la fiancée 
(Letters to His Fiancee) have, so far 
as I know, been translated into Eng- 
lish. All the more welcome, therefore, 
is this book of selections from the 
whole range of his writings. The se- 
lections have been chosen with genuine 
understanding and taste by Raissa Mar- 
itain and most effectively translated by 
John Coleman and Harry Lorin Binsse. 
As introduction have been prefixed 
some pages by Jacques Maritain adapt- i 
ed from the book, Quelques pages sur 
Leon Bloy, published in 1927. Alto- 5708 + 8OSH BASHANAB + 1967-19468 
gether, the volume is calculated to give 
the reader a genuine insight into Leon 
Bloy’s thought and feeling. It may, per- 
haps, even give an inkling as to why ‘ 
contact with him was often enough a / 
to work a permanent change in one’s Oratla 
life. That this was so all who knew 
him have testified. Pierre Termier, the 
French scientist, has given this expe- N. Cw Yea r 
rience its definitive formation: 

I divide my life into two sharply and ° 

deeply sundered halves—that which G 

preceded my meeting with Bloy and ree t1 ng S 

that which followed it. FROM 


Such a man was not merely a writer 
—he was a power. Perhaps after all 


Leon Bloy did not come before God THE HOUSE OF CALVERT 


with nothing but paper in his hands. CALVERT DISTILLERS CORPORATION + NEW YORK CITY 
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Blueprint of Plenty 


AMERICA’S NEEDS AND RESOURCES, 
by J. Frederic Dewhurst and Asso- 
ciates. Twentieth Century Fund. 
1947. $5.00 
Sound reviewing, we all know, con- 

Sists in a judicious weighing of de- 

fects against merits (if any). I chal- 

lenge anyone to write a sound review 
of the tremendous book put forth by 
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defect I can establish is the price of 
the book, five dollars. Five dollars for 
a huge book of over eight hundred 
large pages, with a mass of statistical 
tables, a world of intelligible graphs, 
designed to answer every question any- 
body but a fool would ask about Amer- 
icass Needs and Resources; that is, 
most of American life. Any college 
professor, any editor, any business man 
who does not react to economic issues 
like a headless frog with a touch of 
acid on its tail, should be happy to pay 
five hundred dollars for this book. I 
am saying this, I, who, I confess, al- 
ways had reservations about J. Frederic 
Dewhurst and associates, until now 
when I am compelled to confess my- 
self contritely as totally wrong in that. 

Back in the ’nineties business men, 
predatory and otherwise, used to speak 
scornfully of the economist as a mer- 
chandizer of the so-called law of di- 
minishing returns, the “law” of dimin- 
ishing utility and the Malthusian “law” 
of population, dismal abstractions that 
cracked and emitted noisome odors if 
you handled them. Nobody ‘goes to 
the business man for wisdom, although 
sometimes he is not totally wrong. He 
wasn’t wrong about the practical in- 
applicability of the economics of the 
‘nineties. 


But since that day a rapidly expand- 
ing body of young economists has 
gone out as skirmishers to accumulate 
facts, to process the statistics of every 
sort of agency, public and private. The 
ripe result of the labors of this skir- 
mishing army of economists is col- 
lected in this book, superbly edited for 
the needs of all of us who can read at 
all. Now it has been established, eco- 
nomics is of age, and business men will 
not be slow to acknowledge it, if they 
look into this book. 


America’s needs, as Dr. Dewhurst 
and his associates conceive them, in- 
clude a high standard of living for all, 
but not a raised standard for the 
lower brackets produced by evening 
down the standards of the higher brack- 
ets. It includes adequate food for all, 
not only calories and vitamins, but the 
humane techniques that make food 
more than a cursed routine. It includes 
housing that means home. It includes 
public health and medical care. It in- 
cludes education for each according 
to his needs. 


Not that the study demands these 
things. Dewhurst and associates make 
no demands whatever. They define, 
they analyze, they weigh magnitudes. 
They leave it to you to ask: If all this is 
needed, and Lord knows it is, why the 
Devil don’t we do something about 
it? Can it be that nothing can be done 
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about it? Are we too poor as a nation 
to meet the simple requirements of 
human justice? 

The answer to that is to be found 
in the survey of resources, the second 
half of the job Dewhurst and associa- 
tes have undertaken. 

This job, too, they have done su- 
perbly. The ner result of their studies, 
the details of which I haven't the space 
to track down, is that our resources are 
roughly adequate to supply the reason- 
able needs of all and the unreasonable 
needs that most of us require to be 
supplied if we are to enjoy true Amer- 
ican happiness. 

In unconscious resignation to the 
smallishness and suspicion of most 
folks, Dewhurst and associates have 
systematically underestimated our re- 
sources, having demonstrated that any- 
way they are enough. They fail to rec- 
ognize, for example, that agriculture 
is only at the threshold of the develop- 
ments instituted by Henry Wallace, 
that inept politician whose name will 
be remembered for a thousand years 
for the splendor of his work in soil 
conservation and agricultural inven- 
tion. I note that the authors give us 
thirty years before our petroleum be- 
comes exhausted. When I first lectured 
on economics, forty-six years ago, using 
the best authorities known, I gave us 
fifteen years to reach this melancholy 
goal. 

I don’t accept the thirty years, be- 
cause I am aware that it is not lack of 
petroleum underground, but the diffi- 
culty of finding it that limits our pos- 
sibilities. The new geophyscists can 
look deep into the earth and find the 
oil domes. But spotting an oil dome 
means infinite detail of observation, 
furlong by furlong, rod by rod, and 
even our great oil companies still think 
they can get results through county 
by county observations. They are bright 
boys, these Standard Oil people, and 
soon they well learn that there is 
more oil to be had in the U.S.A. than 
in Persia, if they will stop being too 
smart, and really make use of experts. 

So we have our calculations on the 
time when our lead will fall out, our 
tin, our tungsten, our molybdenum. We 
ordinary citizens know that our tech- 
nology can use any element, and can 
dispense with any element. Tin, for 
example. I have seen plastic cans that 
would do as well for fruit canning as 
tin cans. They were suppressed by 
the tin trust. 

We have all had some conception of 
America’s needs. Here we have them 
defined. We have all had some con- 
ception of America’s resources. Here 
we have them defined at a minimum. 
Between needs and resources lie two 
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requisites, capital and organizing abil- 
ity. The Dewhurst study gives indica- 
tions of the needs for capital. They are 
huge. We in America are a long way 
from the state conceived by Keynes 
when the demand for capital would 
fall short of the supply, and savings 
would command a negative interest. 
We need a vast amount of capital, 
for both public and private enterprise. 
And we need to get rid of the notion 
that there is an inevitable conflict be- 
tween public and private enterprise. 
Suppose, for example, we set out, 
through public enterprise, to tame the 
Missouri River, now a source of dev- 
astating floods in its own bottoms and 
in the Mississippi. That thisty country, 
the Dakotas, Nebraska, Kansas, Mis- 
souri, could drink the waters with grat- 
itude to God, and accept the incidental 
electric power with gratitude to Wash- 
ington. The steam plant electric con- 
cerns might be damaged. Pay them off, 
in God’s name, and let them go to 
Honolulu or the Riviera; but Jet us 
have the enormous opportunity for 
private enterprise that millions of acres 
relieved from drought, other millions 
relieved from flood, would engender. 
This is my propaganda, not the au- 
thors’. Read the book: you'll be a prop- 
agandist for something, and find your 
life more worth living. 
ALVIN JOHNSON 


Identity: The Average 


THE STEEPER CLIFF, by David David- 
son. Random House, 340 pp. $3 
Before his army career, the author 

of this first novel worked as a radio 
script writer, and The Steeper Cliff 
bears all the earmarks of Mr. David- 
son’s former profession: his novel is 
a dedication to the expected, the 
awaited and the familiar. For the script 
writer, not unlike the demagogue, de- 
pends upon spontaneous, unreflected 
reactions, and the affective, rather than 
the exact, word. He must never gener- 
ate thought, and his greatest fear is 
uniqueness, He is, in short, everything 
the novelist ought not to be. 

The Steeper Cliff is the story of Lieu- 
tenant Andrew Cooper whose job in 
the Newspaper Section of Military 
Government is to unearth anti-Nazi 
editors. When Cooper was a child, 
he was a coward. “Had I been born a 
German, would I have done any better 
(than the collaborators) myself?” he 
wonders. “Do I have the right to judge 
others?” In his search for anti-Nazis, 
Cooper comes across a card in his file 
on one Adam Lorenz, a man his own 
age, who opposed Hitler before as 
well as after 1933. In his determination 
to resolve the hypothetical question of 
how he would have behaved under the 
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i Thousand Year Reich, Cooper identi- 
t fies himself completely and obsessively 
with Lorenz, who appears to him of a 

similar character, indeed his own 


double. He even imagines himself en- | WISH YOU AND 
titled to Lorenz's home and to his wife, 
Brigitte. “This is my home,” he tells YOUR FAMILY A 
her. “Mine.” (The relationship between 
Cooper and Brigitte resembles, to an YEAR OF HEALTH 
embarrassing extent, a similar situation AND HAPPINESS 


in a German novelette titled Carl and 
Anna by Hermann Franck, which is 
the story of a man who has heard so 

much about the wife of his battlefield T " J * F OX 
comrade that he comes to feel that he 
knows, loves, and is himself married 
to her.) 

Cooper concludes that he, as Lorenz, 
would have been half a hero, half a 
coward, Since one, however, has never 
quite granted the identity which Mr. 
Davidson assumes, the conclusion is 
unsatisfactory, and leaves one feeling 
that Cooper has merely substituted de- 


lusion for obsession. Toward the end, 

Mr. Davidson, not to be outdone by so 

many others, indulges in a bit of pom- 

pous theorizing of his own. “... we 

were the creatures of the history into 

which we were born,” he tells us. “Had 

the seventy million Germans been born FIF seo A postr ky u 7 
in America they would have lived out Bet. 36th and 37th Sth, No. Y 
their lives drinking soda pop. And had 
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our nation of Americans been Germans 
q . we would have divided just as in- TOSS STC CSS SCT ST SC SS TST TSE STC TS TEST TCUTE TOV OOS 
evitably into Gestapomen and victims, 
a few of us heroes. It was history (does We eatend sincere gueetin ‘5S Ce add cur noe 


Mr. Davidson really mean “history”? ) 
which exposed or concealed our capaci- and fi tatvons f? ea Mafy WY — Mew Year 
ties dese brutality, heroism, or coward- 
. History was the litmus paper x 

If it is not the people, then what 
is it about America that makes for Cet 
soda pop drinking, and about Germany _—— 
that makes for Gestapomen? Mr. Da- ‘ 
vidson seems to feel that soda pop Fine Shoes 
created Americans rather than that $8.95 to $22.75 
Americans created it. Too, one grows 
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men and victims because they did in 
fact do so. 

The characters in The Steeper Cliff 
are uniformly usual. A Dr. Omara, 


who is fat and (therefore) jolly, and 
reminiscent in his bombast of Golspie 1 4 de er %) hi nh g om /p an Y 
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in Angel Pavement though he is not 
nearly so imteresting as Priestly’s crea- 
tion, is described as “a Jehovah” who Telephone: STillwill 4-8373 
has “Jovian curls” and later on “Jupiter 
curls,” and Lorenz's wife Brigitte is “in- 22-12 BRIDGE PLAZA SOUTH LONG ISLAND CITY I,N.Y. 


nocent,” “angelic,” “wifelike”; a Ser- 
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eant Fortuno is “a Mephisto.” 
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He makes Adam Lorenz's simple father 
speak in perfect, almost fussy, sen- 
tences while all the time he tries to 
paint him as a simple man. 

Almost more important than its fail- 
ure in craft, the novel bogs down in 
the very question it asks itself. For 
“Do I have the right to judge others?” 
is not really an issue; it has no bearing 
on World War Two and the millions 
of deaths which were its toll. After all, 
rape is no less a crime, and the perpe- 
trator no less a criminal, because one is 
aware of one’s own lascivious thoughts. 
If the act of murder is abhorrent, then 
so are the murderers; if the former is 
condemnable, then so are the latter. It 
alters nothing to groan, “I might have 


mers done the same.” 
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PUZZLE: 


Station Scene, 1957. Find the man who is 
getting a steady income from U. S, 
Savings Bonds. He was smart enough to 
start buying, back in 1947. 


Of all the ways of saving up a tidy 
sum of money, one of the easiest and 
safest ways is to invest your money in 
U. S. Bonds. 


You can buy Bonds either through 
the Payroll Savings Plan at your place of 
business—or if the Payroll Plan is not 
available to you, but you do have a 
checking account, through the Bond-a- 
Month Plan at your local bank. 


Both ways repay you $4 for every $3 
you save, by the time your Bonds mature. 
Choose the sum you can afford—and 
start saving today! 


Save the easy, 
automatic way — 
with U.S. Savings 

Bonds 
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GABRIEL GLADSTONB 
Report through a 
Cloudy Mirror 


THE HIDDEN DAMAGE, by James Stern, 
New York, Harcourt Brace, 1947, 
$4. 

James Stern is an excellent observer. 
His book on post-war Europe is full of 
rich human material and subtly honest 
reflections. He comes to Europe as a 
returning European, but also in an 
official capacity, as a recorder of Ger- 
man civilian reactions to Allied bomb- 
ing raids, 

As a returning European, Stern is 
eager to discover the little factual de- 
tails, the innumerable human contra- 
dictions that are necessary to the hu- 
man mind in its attempt to realize and 
understand a phenomenon as mons- 
rous and brutal as Hitler’s war. Indeed, 
one tends to feel that this is the real 
mission that engaged Stern, rather than 
the War Department assignment which 
served, in a sense, as a means to the 
more personal exploration. 

Stern’s own past becomes a part of 
the narrative of discovery. The young 
Irish schoolboy coming back from the 
holidays, the dreamy young bank-clerk 
wasting his time in a German town, 
exploring the night-life of the 1920's, 
the young writer in Paris, all these are 
both aspects of his own personality and 
aspects of the Europe with which he 
is again trying to become familiar. 

It is the pursuit of these two simul- 
taneous threads of consciounsness that 
causes some perplexity in the reader. 
Stern’s excellence as an observer justi- 
fies the obvious aim of the book: the 
delineation of the post-European per- 
sonality. There are brilliant flashes of 
perception where his awareness of the 
multiplicity of that personality comes 
through—among them: the sight of a 


—————— former concentration camp inmate in 
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We believe 


in 


Individuals... 


£41» Standard Oil we make 
every effort to keep our 
thinking from becoming fixed 
in rigid patterns. We encour- 
age independent thinking by 
the individual in every way 
possible and that applies just 
as much to the individual 
worker in a refinery or oil 
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the streets of Paris; another his con- 
versation with the intellectual elite of 
Frankfort, devotees of Stefan George, 
—hboth of these examples suggestive 
of the abyss yawning beneath the ap- 
parent placidity of the post-war period. 
However, as we attempt to unravel the 
threads that went toward forming 
Stern’s own personality, we fail to find 
the crystallization of experience that 
would make both the writer and his 
observations emerge as a whole, so 
that we are left with a sense of the 
fragmentariness of the individual that 
corresponds to the lack of conclusive- 
ness in his impressions. Is there some 
vaguely pervading sense of guilt be- 
hind this apparent playfulness, or is 
this merely the uneasiness of the by- 
stander who has seen so much and par- 
ticipated so little? What would Stern 
have us believe, about Europe and 
about himself? Does he really wish us 
to be left with this ambiguous aware- 
ness of the great menace in the heart 
of Europe, or would he like us to be- 
lieve in something more positive? It 
is hard to tell, and we are left to puz- 
zle this out for ourselves, with the 
feeling that we have been unfairly de- 
prived of a guide, such as a book 
should be—or even the faintest of 
trails in the darkness. 

HILDA AUERBACH 


Saga of Israel 


BLESSED Is THE MATCH, by Marie 
Syrkin, Jewish Publication Society, 
Philadelphia, 361 pp. $3.50. 
“Blessed is the match that is con- 
sumed in kindling flame. 
Blessed is the flame that burns in 
the secret fastness of the heart. 
Blessed is the heart with strength to 
stop its beating for honor'’s sake. . . .” 
From the Hebrew of Hannah Szenes 
Perhaps the most moving verses of 
the Odyssey are those describing the 
shipwrecked Ulysses sitting at the table 
in King Alcinous’ palace: while the 
bard praised the Greek’s exploits and 
mentioned his tribulations, “the heart 
of Ulysses melted and the tear wet his 
cheeks beneath.” Any of us, too, is 
certain to weep once or twice while 
perusing Blessed Is the Match; 1 am 
quite positive that I wept when I came 
to the verses written by a ten-year-old 
girl on the eve of her death in an ex- 
termination center; “Ich hob dir, mein 
mame, asei fil zu fregen, Es is altz un- 
farstendlich far mir.” For however 
insignificant the role that I played (or 
any reader, for that matter) in the 
gigantic tragedy of Israel, we are 
all in this book, all of us are among the 
dramatis personae in this Odyssey of 
a People, even though our names may 
not be listed on the program. In fact, 
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Miss Syrkin reminded me of my first 
encounter with Nazi brutality; and I 
mention it here because my experience 
has some bearing on the main theme 
of the present book. 

In the fall of 1930, when I was a 
freshman at the University of Vienna, a 
horde of Nazi students, some of them 
armed with clubs and rubber trun- 
cheons, forced us Jewish students out 
of the University building. (The police, 
as usual, did not interfere.) Among us 
we discovered a middle-aged scholar 
with slightly “Semitic” features who 
had been beaten up mercilessly by the 
hoodlums. “They took me for a Jew,” 
he explained. “Right now I am almost 
ashamed of being a Gentile. If I were 
a young Jew, I would fight them. For 
Heaven’s sake, why don’t you fight 
back?” he shouted desperately, to add, 
after a moment’s silence, in a softer 
voice: “Of course, I can understand. .. .” 


But after the great catastrophe of 
1939-45 many Jews as well as many 
decent non-Jews refused to “under- 
stand.” Why had six million Jews let 
themselves be led to the slaughter? 
they kept on asking. To get a satis- 
factory answer, Miss Syrkin, during her 
recent stay in Palestine, interviewed 
scores of European Jews who had 
survived Hitlerism and found refuge in 
the Holy Land. They admitted that 
large numbers of Jews allowed them- 
selves to be killed without offering 
resistance to their foes. It was not 
lack of courage that was responsible 
for the passiveness. In the first place, 
arms were mostly unavailable; in the 
second place, even after so many years 
of Nazi domination many Jews re- 
fused to believe that Hitler’s and 
Goebbels’ bloodthirsty pronouncements 
could be more than empty threats: 
though they were Nazis, they were 
human beings, after all. The Teutons 
used all possible devices to remind 
their victims of the adage that nothing 
is so bad as it is painted, that things— 
including concentration camps—are al- 
ways better than they seem. Any know- 
ledge that they were to be murdered 
eventually was kept from these Jews to 
the very last moment lest they make a 
desperate last effort to vesist. 

On the other hand, the full amount 
of Jewish resistance to Nazism is not 
commonly known, and even Jews are 
often inclined to underestimate the 
war effort of what Pierre van Paassen 
called The Forgotten Ally. Not all of 
the stories of Jewish heroism which 
Miss Syrkin gathered in the agricultural 
settlements of Palestine are completely 
unknown, for some of them are 
recorded in various Black Books, in 
such volumes as Henry Shoshkes’ No 
Traveler Returns and Mary Berg’s War- 
saw Ghetto, and in many exclusive 
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reports that first appeared in English 
in The Jewish Frontier. Nevertheless, 
the author has unearthed enough new 
material to justify the publication of 
this volume, and she presents these 
stories—partly heart-breaking, partly 
inspiring—in a lucid and swift prose. 

A prominent part was played by the 
Resisters from Palestine, many ot 
whom smuggled themselves into Nazi- 
occupied Europe during the time of the 
Jewish stampede in order to rescue as 
many Jews as possible, and to organize 
Jewish resistance wherever mass exodus 
was impossible. Asked why they had 
been more active than other Jews, the 
Palestinians would declare: “We have 
the habit of thinking as a nation. We 
have the impulse to act independently.” 
We do not tire of hearing again the 
story of the Palestinian parachutists. 
Incidentally, anti-Semitic feelings were 
so strong even among some Yugoslav 
partisans that, for reasons of safety, 
the first batch of parachutists posed as 
Welshmen, Hebrew and Welsh being 
all the same to the Croatian warriors. 
One of these “Welshmen” was the al- 
most legendary Hannah Szenes who 
later on faced a Nazi firing squad re- 
fusing to have her eyes bound. More 
fortunate was her comrade, the shep- 
herd Avi who managed to hide his 
Roumanian origin even when under the 
influence of an opiate and who, from 
a hospital bed in Roumania, established 
contact with the Underground and was 
instrumental in saving a thousand im- 
prisoned American fliers. 

There was Gisi Fleischmann, the 
heroic self-styled shtadlan of Slovakian 
Jewry who, conducting negotiations 
with Nazi leaders, delayed the exter- 
mination of her people. There was 
Zivia Lubetkin, the “mother” of the 
ghetto: the thought of Zivia and her 
husband gave people the strength to 
live, while ghetto fighters died with 
“Zivia” on their lips. And there was 
the young girl who swam through an 
icy river to establish contact with the 
Jews of Warsaw. 

So crowded is the book with inter- 
esting facts and figures that it is im- 
possible even to catalog them here. 
Nor is it the function of a review to 
relieve the public of the experience of 
reading the book. Actually, Jew and 
non-Jew ought to read this volume to 
understand, not only the tragedy of 
yesterday, but also Jewry’s present 
struggle for survival, the problem of 
the DP’s and the question of Palestine. 
It should be remembered that Zionists 
(Miss Syrkin indicates chiefly Labor 
Zionists) were among the most ardent 
fighters against Nazism all over Europe. 
The very notion that there existed a 
homeland in Palestine was the trans- 
cendent hope that kept many Jews 
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alive spiritually in the night of Nazism. 
“This is what we dreamt of in Poland,” 
a boy said to the author, pointing at 
some greenery in a Palestinian settle- 
ment: “It gave us the strength to sur- 
vive.” 

It was not a callous reporter who 
went to Palestine to elicit information 
of the survivors of the last struggle. 
Miss Syrkin even confesses that she 
was filled with a sense of personal 
shame and of guilt: “To seek inspira- 
tion from them smacked of indecency, 
as though one were to watch a pyre 
which consumed living flesh and blood, 
and gloat at the splendor of the blaze.” 
But the result of her inquiries is 
gratifying; it is good to learn of the 
Jewish partisans in the woods of East- 
ern Europe who dynamited railroad 
tracks. Incidentally, it would be an 
error to assume that there were not 
partisans in Western Europe. In France, 
for instance, the Jewish Maquis formed 
an independent group, the Organisation 
Juive de Combat. At the same time it 
is disheartening to hear how the Lith- 


.uanian, Polish, and Ukrainian parti- 


sans, instead of considering the Jewish 
resisters as their comrades-in-arms, 
often persecuted them in the Nazi man- 
ner. In Western Europe, however, par- 
ticularly in Holland, many Christians 
risked serious danger to save Jews. 
On the other hand, a British consul, 
objecting to the chartering of ships for 
the rescue of Jews said: “I don’t like 
to save people by barges,” and another 
British bigwig, after hearing that a 
large number of Jews could be ran- 
somed from the Nazis, sighed: “But 
what will we do with them?” 


Indeed, Miss Syrkin did more than 
just collect information. Primarily, she 
tried to penetrate into the souls of the 
narrators—and obviously found the 
same psychological pattern working 
everywhere: among the courageous 
boys who, clad in stolen Hungarian 
uniforms, spirited their doomed breth- 
ren away into safety; among the 
Warsaw ghetto fighters; among the 
Haganah people who learned how to 
handle arms as well as how to adopt 
“havlagah,” or self-restraint. All of 
them rediscovered old Hillel’s wisdom 
that the Jews must not reckon with 
any help from the outside: “The major 
impetus had to spring from the Jews 
themselves—if they were to live with 
honor as long as possible, and to die 
with honor when that became in- 
evitable.” There seems to be only one 
flaw in the book: if Miss Syrkin ab- 
hors the Irgunists and Sternists (and 
she has a right to do so), why does 
she dismiss them in a short, angry 
phrase instead of discussing them and 
their psychology more thoroughly? 

ALFRED WERNER 
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Theories on 
The Melting Pot 


UNITY AND DIFFERENCE IN AMER- 
ICAN LIFE, edited by R. M. Maclver, 
New York, Harper, 1947, 168 pp., 
$2.00. 

FOUNDATIONS OF DEMOCRACY, edited 
by F. Ernest Johnson, New York, 
Harper, 1947, 278 pp., $2.00. 

Many people who read one or both 
of these books will feel that after all, 
such books do “a great deal of good,” 
and that they have a lot of “interesting 
material.” In some respects, the pro- 
tagonists of the volumes certainly have 
a case. 

The book edited by Prof. R. M. Mac- 
Iver consists of some twelve addresses 
on the subject of Unety and Difference 
in American Life. These addresses were 
given under the auspices of the Insti- 
tute for Religious and Social Studies, 
and some effort was apparently made 
to get people who have special com- 
petence in their respective fields. There 
are three introductory lectures by Louis 
Finkelstein, Allan Nevins, and Law- 
rence K. Frank, all emphasizing the 
common ground in American culture. 
This is followed by a section on the 
issues which divide us: The Racial 
Issue (E. Franklin Frazier), The Eth- 
nic Issue (V. Stefansson), The Eco- 
nomic Issue (Eli Ginzberg), The 
Religious Issue (Ralph W. Sockman). 
The last section of the book is directed 
at specific “solutions,” and at what the 
various segments of society can do to 
improve intergroup relations. There 
are separate discussions of the functions 
of schools, the press, the courts, and 
people in general. 

The organization of Prof F. E. John- 
son’s volume is quite different, al- 
though it, too, is a product of the 
Institute for Religious and Social 
Studies. The emphasis here may be said 
to be predominantly historical and phil- 
osophical. Of some seventeen essays, 
six are concerned with the origins and 
sources of democracy (Classical, He- 
brew, Medieval, Reformation, Human- 
istic, etc.), three with the relationship 
of economics and democracy, two with 
education and democracy, three with 
religion and democracy. The contribu- 
tors include such scholars as Irwin 
Edman, George N. Shuster, Horace M. 
Kallen, Amos N. Wilder, George H. 
Houston. There is one concluding essay 
in the book which resists being cate- 
gorized—a thoughtful examination of 
“Democracy and Zionism” by Dr. 
Mordecai M. Kaplan. 

And so some readers will say again: 
What is wrong with a couple of vol- 
umes like these? Or to put it positively: 





Sop Children 


BOYS AND GIRLS 

6 to 16 YEARS 
Who can advantageousy 
combine life in the romantic, 
frontier country of Tuscon 
with its delightfully mild 
climate and small class edu- 
cational facilities affording 
individual attention. 

Tuscon, Arizona 

Will Help Them 
The BRANDES SCHOOL (es- 
tablished in 1939) is de- 
signed to help in the train- 
ing and supervision both of 


the average healthy child, 
and the child affected with 


rheumatic fever, asthma, 
sinusitis, chronic colds, hay 
fever, etc. 

Education, recreation, and 
i health care are especially 
% planned to maintain and re- 
build children to lead full 

and useful lives. 

for further information 

write Department J. F. 


81 











82 





New Year Greetings 


from 








STERN BROTHERS 


42Np Street WEST 


New Yor 

















This year and every year 
Loft brings you 
fine quality candy 


at sane and sensible prices. 


LOFT 


87 years of fine candy making 


251 W. 42nd Street, New York 18, N.Y. 


| 
| 




















aeeetiiemibaentad 








eww wewwe. 


Compliments of 


RUBEL CORPORATION 
577 East 156th Street 
Bronx, N. Y. 








Aren't these just the kinds of studies 
that ought to be encouraged? 

There was a time when one would 
have been compelled to answer this 
last question in the afiirmative. That 
was a few years ago when there was 
little attempt to get sociologists, his- 
torians, anthropologists, theologians, 
and the rest together to consider the 
problems of human relations which 
confront all of us. But in recent years, 
such analysis has become more and 
more common. It may be worthwhile 
to mention one or two of these studies. 
In 1942 appeared Jews in a Gentile 
World, edited by Graeber and Britt. 
It included analyses by some of the 
leading social scientists concerned with 
Jewish-Christian relations—anthropolo- 
gists like Carleton $. Coon and Mel- 
ville Jacobs; sociologists like J. O. 
Hertzler, Talcott Parsons, Everett V. 
Stonequist, Jessie Bernard; psycholo- 
gists like J. F. Brown and Ellis Free- 
man; economists like Miriam Beard, 
Jacob Lestchinsky. The book had 
defects which were in some ways more 
serious than its virtues, naive assump- 
tions about the values of assimilation 
and about the role of minority groups 
in majority-minority group relations. 
But the point I wish to make is that 
the method of merely getting the dif- 
ferent disciplines to attack a common 
problem has been standard practice 
since at least five years ago—I am by 
no means attempting to imply that this 
was the first of such attempts. 

The Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America has made a great contribution 
in initiating and stimulating this kind 
of cooperation. It has played a leading 
role in two kinds of conferences which 
have resulted in a number of different 
studies. One is the Conference on Sci- 
ence, Philosophy, and Religion in 
Their Relation to the Democratic Way 
of Life; the other is the Institute for 
Social and Religious Studies, which 
has brought into being the volumes 
presently under review, as well as a 
number of similar books. I have had 
the interesting experience of reviewing 
these volumes in various places as they 
appeared from time to time. In 1945, 
the proceedings of the 1944 Confer- 


- ence on Science, Philosophy and Re- 


ligion were published in a thick study 
entitled Approaches to National Unity. 
The book took over 1,000 pages, and 
skimmed the cream of the “best minds” 
concerned with the problem of group 
tensions and inter-group cooperation. 
I recall just a few of the names, and 
they should give a pretty fair sample 
of the kind of people who cooperated 
—Malcom Ross, Harry A. Overstreet, 
Clyde Kluckhohn, Herbert W. Schnei- 
der, William F. Albright, Robert J. 
Havighurst, Norman Cousins, William 
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H. Kilpatrick, and literally dozens of 
others. And before and since, there 
have been volumes on Group Relations 
and Group Antagonisms, Civilization 
and Group Relatwnships, and so on. At 
first, each volume was a rather exciting 
and edifying experience; but as one 
succeeded another with machine-like 
monotony, this reviewer and others be- 
came confused as to just what was 
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studies in recent years which were not 
already stated implicitly, or for the 
most part explicitly, in Approaches to 
National Unity. The analysis as such 
was made years ago, and it is dubious 
whether the Religiom and Civilization 
series has contributed anything of 
primary significance since its early 
publications. 

Thus, the new volumes by Maclver 
and Johnson run on pretty much the 
same track as their predecessors. The 
analysis is still a largely atomized 
kind; that is, men of different ap- 
proaches and disciplines are called 
upon, but each makes his contribution 
separately and there is little inter- 
action of one discipline with another 
in any organic way. 

If this is a valid commentary on the 
analytical aspect, it is even more justi- 
fied as regards the synthesis. There 
has been virtually no attempt—and 
this seems rather incredible—to syn- 
thesize all these valuable materials, and 
to see whether they can be given or- 
ganic unity and dynamic usefulness. 
Each volume seems, as it were, to be 
thrown into the empty air; and though 
it presumably falls, we know not where 
and with what effect. We have needed 
sound theory, to be sure. But if theory 
is piled upon theory merely for the 
sake of setting up an increasing num- 
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with the new pilgrims, in the knap- 
sack of the Khalutz as well as in the 
worn suitcase of the Immigrant, to 
wherever they found a haven of refuge. 
That is why Jews all over the world 
will welcome the new magnificent bi- 
lingual edition of Karl Wolfskehl’s 
poems which the Schocken Books has 
just issued. 

No Jew who had to undergo the 
trials of living in Hitler Germany 
in 1933 will ever forget the enormous 
impression which these poems created. 
We used to wait for them, nervously, 
expectantly. They fell like water on 
thirsty soil. Soon, they were in every- 
body’s mouth; and the first collection 
of his poems “Die Stimme spricht’ 
(The Voice Speaks, included in the 
new Schocken book) was sold out 
and had to be reprinted. 

Who was Karl Wolfskehl?—Al- 
though well-educated people knew him 
as a poet and a scholar, the bugle-call 
of these poems came as a surprise to 
his readers . . . perhaps to the poet 
himself. We all knew Wolfskehl as a 
devoted disciple and friend of the 
“Master,” of Stefan George, the herald 
of a new formrof life and art. Together, 
they had edited a valuable anthology 
of German poetry which was of con- 
siderable influence in the cultural life 
of our generation. It is true, Wolfskehl 
had been one of the few young Jews 
in this group who never forgot his 
ancestral heritage. He was an early 
Zionist and his “Psalm” and “Saul” 
had revealed where his own heart was 
anchored. At the same time, he had 
been deeply interested in the medieval 
poetical translations of our Biblical 
books, the “Shmuel-Book,” the “Esther- 
Book.” Still, all these efforts seemed to 
us of essentially academic character, 
and the stirring poems of 1933-1936 
came as a revelation; almost like the 
rain of meteors which had inspired one 
of Wolfskehl’s unforgettable poems in 
1933 (p. 98-99 of the new edition). 
It was then that he seems to have first 
understood the sense of the all but in- 
conceivable fate of the Jew, and re- 
alized his own mission as a “Voice to 
rouse the people, the seed that sleeps 
in every breast.” 


The three different editions of Wolf- 


skehl’s poems during these Hitler years 


are a rare treasure for any lover of 
poetry “in the making.” After the 
rst edition of his “Voice” had been 
sold out, another edition was printed, 
not without significant changes in the 
text of the poems. 

After these two editions the poet 
published a third edition in 1936, 
greatly altered and augmented by im- 
portant new material. He called it “Er- 
weitertes Werk” (Enlarged Work). 
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It is this third edition which has been 
reprinted in his new book, again with 
changes and additions. To read the con- 
secutive versions is like a visit to the 
workshop of a sculptor who ceaselessly 
toils to make a statue come alive. Per- 
haps we ought.to “learn” these poems 
as our fathers did when reading Scrip- 
ture. For these new alterations and 
additions—there are three momentous 
new poems here and numerous elo- 
quent changes in the other poems— 
reveal, all of them, more and more 
clearly what we had to guess in reading 
the first slender edition of the Voice: 
that in Karl Wolfskehl we Jews of 
today are fortunate enough to possess 
a new Paetan, a legitimate heir of the 
men who speak to us in their piyutim 
in the pages of our siddurim and mab- 
zorim. 

There is only one flaw in this won- 
derful bilingual book: the English 
translation of the poems is, to say the 
least, not always satisfactory, though 
the two translators (E. Morwitz and 
Carol North Valhope) are skilled and 
discriminating workers. In spite of that, 
poems like the stirring song “To be 
said at the Seder” become pale and 
cumbersome. “To translate means to 
serve two masters” said F. Rosenzweig 
“Nobody can serve two masters; so 

. nobody can translate!”—That’s 
what he said; and he went ahead and 
translated the Bible! In Wolfskehl’s 
case, the situation is even more com- 
plicated as there exists another transla- 
tion of his poems which seems to come 
nearer to the original, both in melody 
and meaning. This is the Hebrew trans- 
lation which was published some years 
ago by Fr. Bargebuhr (Schocken Publ. 
House Tel-Aviv). This opens up a host 
of new questions. Was it easier to 
translate into Hebrew as if the songs 
of the new paetan had found their 
way home at last? Or was the trans- 
lator nearer to the original source of 
these poems and therefore better able 
to render their full meaning? We 
would not know. One thing we know: 
that Jews all over the world welcome 
this old-new volume of Karl Wolf- 
skehl’s, the interpreter of Jewish fate. 
BERTHA BADT-STRAUSS 


East Side Mystic 


POEMS by Samuel Greenberg. A Se- 
lection from the Manuscripts. Edited 
with an introduction by Harold 
Holden and Jack McManis, Preface 
by Allen Tate, Henry Holt and Co., 
1947. 

Finally brought to light thirty years 
after their author's death, these re- 
markable poems—written by an East 
Side Jewish boy during the last five 
years of his life as he courageously 
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faced the inevitable doom of tubercu- 
losis—should achieve for him a secure, 
if minor, niche in the annals of Ameri- 
can poetry. 

Outwardly, the twenty three years 
of Samuel Greenberg's life would, per- 
haps, be hard to distinguish from those 
of thousands of others of his genera- 
tion. He was born in Vienna in 1893, 
and, at the age of seven, came to this 
country with his immigrant family. “In 
the street of Suffolk, corner of Grand, 
we lived for ten years,” he wrote later, 
in his brief Autobiography. “The pov- 
erty and insult of life cannot find suffi- 
cient words on paper; it was a struggle 
for decency for which we were usually 
gifted, but which soon drew to a con- 
clusion.” He attended P.S. 160 (hun- 
gry for knowledge, “I soon was a con- 
tender to a chair of philosophy and 
science. Ah, I can clearly remember the 
letters of the alphabet written upon 
the blackboard ...”), played baseball in 
the streets, left school in the seventh 
grade to work twelve hours a day in 
a luggage factory, and soon became 
tubercular. His mother died when he 
was seventeen; his father, when he 
was eighteen; and the last four years 
of his life were spent in city hospitals 
awaiting death—and writing poetry. 

But his unusual verses, which came 
easily and profusely (more than six 
hundred were written), gave full ex- 
pression to a rich inner life, romantic 
and profound; crude and self-educated, 
yet fine in its sensitive perceptions; re- 
deemed from pain and isolation by 
intense devotion to beauty. His broth- 
ers, Daniel and Morris, were pianists; 
they gave Samuel a love for music and 
encouraged his early interest in drawing 
and art. But then “Sickness closed in 
with its careful teeth.” 

The leitmotifs of Greenberg's life 
were those of joy and sublimity built 
as ramparts against death and loneli- 
ness. He wrote of “losing myself from 
life,” an expression which is often on 
the lips of mystics. All was internalized, 
even baseball and the politics of Teddy 
Roosevelt’s election: “The feeling of 
the earthly care became so dull, all that 
was the East Side history became a 
laurel of use to keep me from abnor- 
mal craze. .. . My vocabulary has a 
great memory for foolish bliss, rather 
poor in careful selection and of gram- 
matic assistance unguided. .. . I wrote 
anywhere, read merely to gain letters 
for the sake of rhyme... . It was a 
self-gathering of natural prevention in 
the ways of life’s action. . . .” 

“I sat down and wrote a paragraph 
of sonnets under the title of ‘Apology’ 
and a play called ‘Alma’; they were 
nonsense to real literature of careful 
justice. This little world of my own 
makes biography important to handle. 
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. . . My self-want became intuitive, a 
wild desire to understand the talent of 
natural taste... . Art has mended my 
insane danger feelings, owing to the 
memory of writing things which is not 
common to thought in real life of ac- 
tion. I must say I possess the peace of 
love which robs me from pain and 
existence.” 

The poems themselves belong in the 
traditions of English Romanticism and 
Emersonian mysticism, but Greenberg's 
relatively untutored muse preserved a 
spontaneity which is peculiarly its own. 
Often clumsy, obscure, or floridly rhe- 
torical, the vision behind his flow of 
words sometimes achieves intuitive di- 
rectness. Here, for example, is the 
poem which so impressed Hart Crane 
that he felt impelled to rewrite it (thus 
unwittingly preserving Greenberg's 
work for posterity ) : 

CONDUCT 

By a peninsula the painter sat and 

Sketched the uneven valley grooves. 

The apostle gave alms to the 

Meek. The volcano burst 

In fusive sulphur and hurled 

Rocks and ore into the air— 

Heaven's sudden change at 

The drawing tempestuous, 

Darkening shade of dense clouded 

hues. 

The wanderer soon chose 

His spot of rest; they bore the 

Chosen hero upon their shoulders, 

Whom they strangely admired, as 

The beach-tide summer of people 

desired. 
Sensations closely observed become 
fused with imaginative insight, as in 
“The Glass Bubbles” and these stanzas 
from “The Street Lamp and the Eye- 
lid’: 

Close near my eyelid 

The golden threads were damp 

That moved like a fairy cobweb 

Beneath the orbly chant... . 


I closed mine eyes; the struggling 
heart 

Held like the clouded sun; 

While my hands grew cold, a tear 
did part 

From the soul that glanced thereon. 


Many of the seventy-eight “Sonnets of 
Apology” are obscurely “philosophi- 
cal,” dealing with such abstract subjects 
as “Man,” “Religion,” “Immortality,” 
and “Existence”; at their best, however, 
as in those entitled “Earth,” “Pleasure,” 
and “Essence,” the spiritual theme is 
fused with physical images in a man- 
ner almost worthy of Blake. And, al- 
ways, there are isolated lines and pass- 
ages (“The depth of the sea’s surface, 
wrinkled motion” or “He neither wrote, 
nor uttered murmur at wonder, but 
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grew upon his rich reigning, lofty de- 
sire’) which surprise us with their 
beauty. 

Greenberg's literary experiments are 
sometimes in the Christian tradition 
(“Holy Ghost,” “John the Baptist’), 
bur the Jewish, personal note is more 
genuine and successful. “East River's 
Charm” (“Is this the river East I 
heard?——-Where the ferries, tugs and 
sailboats stirred”) was written rapidly 
“while walking across the Brooklyn 
bridge with Daniel,” according to the 
editors. Good humor and poignancy 
of feeling are combined in such a speci- 
men of direct observation as “Nurse 
Brings Me Medicine” (middle stanza) : 

She left me. The tinkling glasses 

Lent me her distance. 
The hurried call P’'ll disdain forever! 
She shook the pulse 
Like Samson the vaults: 
Well! I never! 
In a longer poem, “The Tusks of 
Blood,” we find: 

He was a marked lad 

Who poorly helped himself. 

What should this mean? 

Fill your pockets—I'll let 

You know the grass of a grave. 

O the pillars of silk and good tea, 

Confusion of women, the bare bust— 

Embarrassment, carnal filth 

Of its justice lacks environment .. . 

Very bad for an apartment Jew to 

claim 

Everlasting renaissance. 

Finally, perfect in its simplicity is Sam- 
uel Greenberg’s swan song, written 
on a one cent postal card, dated March 
14, 1917: 

TO DEAR DANIEL 

There is a loud noise of Death 

Where I lay; 

There is a loud noise of life 

Far away. 


From low and weary stride 
Have I flown; 
From low and weary pride 
I have grown. 


What does it matter now 
To you or me? 

What does it matter now 
To whom it be? 


Again the stain has come 
To me; 
Again the stain has come 
For thee. 
SHOLOM J. KAHN 
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Felix Aaron Theilhaber is one of 
those active, manysided and colorful 
personalities of early German Zionism 
who have not yet received enough at- 
tention. He is the son of a famous 
gynecologist who had been granted 
special honors by the court of the king 
of Bavaria. As a young student Felix 
Theilhaber embarked on an adven- 
turous trip to Palestine where he earned 
his livelihood as a laborer in one of the 
settlements. In 1911 he participated 
as a young doctor in the Tripolitanian 
war in North Africa and later, in 
1913 in the Balkan War, both times 
on the side of the Turks. 


From 1907-1910 he edited the valu- 
able periodical Palaestina. In 1911 his 
book The End of German Jewry caused 
tremendous resentment among assimi- 
lated German Jews. Nobody in those 
circles was grateful for his demonstra- 
tion that German Jewry, not only as 
a consequence of conversions, but al- 
so because of intermarriages and one- 
child marriages as well as an increasing 
number of unmarried people, was 
rapidly falling into decline. He also 
showed that it was only because of the 
steady influx of Polish and Russian 
Jews (“Ostjuden”) that this develop- 
ment could be checked and even pre- 
vented. But these very newcomers from 
the East were much resented and dis- 
liked by the old-established German 
Jewish families. That such teachings 
should emanate from the mouth of the 
son of a German Hofrat perhaps made 
them more impressive but at the same 
time neither more easily acceptable nor 
more pleasant. Yet in the year 1921 
a second edition of Theilhaber’s study 
became necessary. 

Theilhaber had a decisive influence 
upon the Jewish athletic youth move- 
ment in Germany. He was also active 
in the field of sexual reforms and 
wrote outside his medical professional 
works—- books on Goethe, Spinoza, 
Jewish inventors and explorers. He 
wrote a basic study on Jewish Aviators 
in the First World War,—a_ study 
whose 2nd edition was printed in 
1924. He also edited and contributed 
to various encyclopedias. 


Now after the great catastrophe 
which befell Central European Jewry 
he comes forward with a volume of 
strange biographies. Even before pub- 
lication they aroused Max Brod’s and 
Palestine Jewry’s interest. They also 
ought to attract the attention of a much 
wider public. 

The eight biographies which Theil- 
haber in his new book wishes to pre- 
sent as typical Fates of the Jews at 
first seem to have no other common de- 
nominator than that all their person- 
ages were Jews. Otherwise the life 
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stories of the heroes of these sketches 
are as different as could be imagined: 
a “Mohammedan”-government-health- 
officer and governor in Central Africa, 
and an anti-Semitic philosopher in 
Vienna; a French general staff officer 
in Paris and a radical labor leader. But 
it is surprising to observe the strange 
similarity that exists in the paradoxes 
to which fate forced all these ingenious 
natures. To Theilhaber they constitute 
nothing but variations on one and the 
same basic theme. Ferdinand Lasalle, 
the fiery organizer of the German La- 
bor Movement found death in a duel 
which he himself had brought about. 
He, the pioneer and creator of a mod- 
ern workers’ democracy risked his life 
for a purpose which compared to his 
real objects in life he should have 
pushed aside contemptuously as a ridic- 
ulous medieval-aristocratic folly. 

Eduard Schnitzer, grandson of the 
Talmud scholar Josef Schnitzer be- 
comes a Turkish subject and under 
the name of Emin Pasha becomes 
governor in Equatorial Africa enjoy- 
ing the greatest confidence of Moham- 
medan society. Towards the end of 
his life, however, at the suggestion of 
a Prussian colonial officer he gives his 
consent to the murder of an Arab 
gang of slavetraders who had cruelly 
destroyed a Negro village. After 
spending a life-time fighting with 
peaceful methods to promote a peace- 
ful solution of the Africans’ race con- 
flicts, this sole deviation from his 
ideals was destined to bring about his 
own murder. 

Whilst the whole world recognized 
anti-Semitism as the underlying mo- 
tive for the campaign against Captain 
Alfred Dreyfus, this French patriot 
refuses to admit this fact and con- 
siders his sufferings, until the very 
end, as caused by a mere coincidence. 

The Jewish philosopher Otto Wein- 
inger writes a bitter book full of ac- 
cusations of immorality which he de- 
clares inherent in every woman and 
every Jew. By this book and his con- 
version to Christianity he believes him- 
self to have successfully achieved an 
improved state of morality and higher 
spiritual values. But a year later he 
shoots himself in despair. 

Albert Ballin, the great organizer 
of German shipping, spends a lifetime 
fighting for an understanding with 
England. During the War he is re- 
peatedly attacked as a “destructive ele- 
ment.” At the time of the collapse of 
the German Empire and the down- 
fall of the Hohenzollern monarchy in 
1918, no one else is as well suited to 
take charge of the peace negotiations 
with the Western Powers. He is there- 
fore chosen for this difficult task. But 
he, who had always opposed Germany's 
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folly of blind military ambition does 
not now wish to survive the end of 
that proud empire. 

By arranging increasingly successful 
conferences between German and 
French members of Parliament, the 
Social-Democratic deputy Ludwig 
Frank in the years before the first world 
war works energetically toward world 
peace. But, in the Indian summer of 
1914, after his party had consented 
to war loans he enrolls in the army— 
the only German parliamentarian to 
do so—and dies during the first weeks 
of the campaign as a German patriot 
on the French front. 

The radical revolutionary leader 
Rosa Luxemburg, fights against all 
bloodshed in the German revolution 
of 1918. But she cannot avoid it; she 
becomes an unwilling accessory to 
bloodshed and finally herself a victim 
of the bloody terror of the reaction- 
aries. 

The physicist, chemist, and big in- 
dustrialist Walther Rathenau renders 
his fatherland most valuable practical 
services, both in the capacity of or- 
ganizer as well as foreign minister. But 
he has higher aims. In a mystical de- 
sire for self-sacrifice he consciously 
neglects to guard himself against the 
active anti-Semitism of the German 
reaction. He plays with the idea of 
a sacrificial death in order to bring 
about an understanding between re- 
action and the forces of progress. How- 
ever his self-sacrifice in no way con- 
tributes to the pacification of the op- 
posing camps. 

One may consider similar paradoxes 
as typical in the fate of all spiritually 
and politically “exposed” men. One 
may regard the fight against such in- 
ner conflicts as an inherent factor in 
the character of all tragic figures and 
geniuses. Theilhaber believes that the 
deep origin of the suffering of his 
heroes is to be found in their Jewish- 
ness or rather their vain flight from 
the fate of Jewish homelessness. 

One may definitely challenge some 
of his philosophical deductions and 
historical interpretations.. However, 
the whole of his presentation is filled 
with so much warmth, clarity and deep- 
ly felt understanding that nobody 
should fail to give serious thought to 
the forceful basic thesis of this book. 
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“Some people carry blind, ugly 
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